WESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISS ION

\ Pitcairn Island,

26th December, 1940,

Sir,
| have the honour to ftorward a copy of the

Prison Rules made by the Island Council| under Regulation

6 (m) ot the Pitcairn Island Government Regulations, 1940,
The rules are based on those #ramed by Captain Vaughan
Lewis, ReNs, on the 7th Jjuly, 1909, which have been in
force up to the presents They have been intentionally
kept as simple as possibles

24 Like so many other matters bound up with the
administration ot justlice in the island, the management
ot the local prison end the discipline and control of
prisoners has got into a thoroughly unsatisfactory state,
It would not be an exaggeration to state that Imprisonment
has, at any rate during recent yesars, become largely a
farces On my arrival in Pitcairn | tound the prison in
8 dilapidated state, the Council assuring me that It was
repaired whenever someone was sentenced to imprisonment,
Atter some months an islsnder was sentenced to a month's
imprisonment, whereupon the Chiet Magistrate confessed
that it was often the practice for prisoners to serve thely
sentences living, as a member of the tamily, In the house
ot the warder,

3% The principal ditficulty appears to be that it

is almost impossible
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is almost Iimpossible to persvade anyone to take on the
position of warder except on the undergfanding that the
prisoner is to live with him and work on his land, The
warder being unpaid, it is not unnatural that few, it
any, are prepared to give up their livelihood and liberty
for perhaps several months and live, eat, and sleep, with
a prisoner in the local gaol. The tact that, were the
prison rules entorced, the unfortunate warder would receive
in eftect a harder sentence than the prisoner himsel$ is
a never-failing source of merriment among the islanders,

4de In an atfempt to remedy the position | have had
the old prison demolished and a new one erected in a
better, though not an entirely satisfactory, situvation,
Subject to His Excellency's covering approvel, | have
directed that in future warders or wardresses, whenever it
is necessary to employ them, shall be pald a salary at the
rate ot £1 per month; & rate which should be sufficient
to enable the government to obtain the full=time services
ot a suitable persons Instructions have been given that
the prisoners are to live in future in the prison and not
in private houses; that they are to be locked up at night:
that they are to be isolated from the community and not
engage in ordinary public activities (hitherto, for example,
they have been accustomed to sell their curios in person
on board visiting ships); and that they are to work on the
public roads, buildings, etcs, and not on the private land
ot the warder and his familys |

Be It will be noted that no specliic penalties are
provided for the infringement of prison rules, Regulation
6 (3) only permits the infliction of fines for breaches of
Island Rules and this did not seem an appropriate penalty

tor breaking a
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tfor breaking a prison rules At the same time the matter
did not appear a suitable one for dealing with in the
main code of regulations, | doubt if any speclal
provisions are necessary tor punishing breaches of prison
discipline, as the Gilbert and Ellice Islands governments
appear to have got along very well without them for nearly
50 years, but should they be considered desirable it is
suggested that they should be added in Suva.

| have the honour to be,

Strg

Your obedient servant,

{Signed]. H.El ’ﬂaUdel

High Commission Representative,

Pitcalrn lsland,



Priso lese

le No communication is permitted between prisoners ead

any person outside the prisons

2« It Is torbidden to pass asaything into or out of the

prison without the permission of the warders

3s Prisoners are to kewp the prison and 1ts vicintty in
4 proper state of clesnliiness under the supervision of the

warders

4 Relatives or friends of prisonars are permlited to
visit them between 4 pems and 6 peme on the Wednesday of

each week on epplication to the Chiet Megistrate,

S« Church otficlals, not to exceed two in number, may
hold & service tor prigsoners on the Sabbath Day between

4 pemy and & peme with the senction of the Chief Magistrate,

Gs No person Is ollowed neor the prison except as

permitted under Rules 5 and Os

7s FPrisoners are permitted to write not more then twe
letters a week with the senctlion of the Chiet Magistrate,
No wrillng motertial Is to be passed into or out of the

prison except with the permission of ifhe warder,

s Prisoners shall work for & hours each day, excep!

the Sebbath Day, under the supervision of the warder,

Qe Prisoners shall adhere strictiy to the prisen

rovtine lald down in the Schedule to these rules,

10s FPrisoners wilfully ﬂlsobtvlag the orders of ithe
Chiet Maglstrate or warder shall be lisble to discliplinary
punishment by the island Courly
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T S¢heduligs
Frison & ines
6 dems Rise » clean out prison, and washe
$e30 game Exercise, under the supervision of the warder,
7430 asms Return to prisone
8415 aams HBreekfast ~ cleon viginidy of prisons
9 et Muster for labours Foad making and stone breake
ing, wood cutlting, diggling, etcs
12 noone Return to prisons
} peme Muster tor labours
4 pamy Return to prison, and washs
4430 pems Dinner « clesn prison snd vicini tye
7450 peme Prepore beddings
8 pems Lock up prisons
n--n--ﬁnnnn—nh.bﬂwtﬁﬂ-“t
(Signed)s David A, Young.
Pltcatrn laland, Chiet Maglisirate,
Sth Dec: 2404 Pitesirn islends
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