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LAHITT. OFFICE OF THE Hi¢HE COMMISSIONER
CONFIDENTIAL. FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC,
SUVA, FIJIJ

8th 1ay, 1913.

Sir
In a letter gated the 17th March last and received
on the 16th ultimo I have been informed by Ceptain
Brooker, H.M.S. "Algerine", that he has transmitted %o
you a copy of his report on questions connected with :

Hendergon and Pitcairn Islands.

o I am forwarding to the Secretary of State by
the mailkf the 13th instant a copy of Captain Brooker's
report, but I propose to defer taking any action on
the recommendations which he has made until I receive
your observatlions and Mr. Harcourt's instructibns.

I shall be glad, therefore, if you will submit to me
your observations on Cegptain Brooker's report at

your early convenience.

I have the honoumr to be,
pir,

Your obedient servant,
/'/f.-)
/54 ‘C;éé pe 2 PY iﬁ&(ﬁzﬁ
High Cormisgsioner.

Hie Brittannic Majesty's Consul,

Tahiti.
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Notes of interview with Mr. David Neild on

4th September, 1925.
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8 [ Mr. Neild complained that the Pitcalirm
Iglanders go aboard passing ships and order goods to
be sent from New Zealand etc., and then when the goods
arrive they will not pay for them. He stated that
they are able to pay as, collectively, they take as
mich as £1,000 in a year from the sale of produce and
curios to passing ships.

2 The people are adherents of the Seventh Day
Adventist Church and contribute one-tenth of all their
earmings to the Church. This money is sent to New
Zealand. He stated that the Seventh Day Adventists in
New Zealand really keep the wrong sabbath day owing to
the arbitrary fixing of the 180 meridian (which they
incorrectly do not take into consideration) the effect
of which is to commence each day in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean instead of on the rightful meridian, i.e.
one intersecting Palestine. In consequence the
sabbath kept by the Seventh Day Adventists in New
Zealand is really nmot the seventh day but the sixth
day. Therefore the contributions from Pitcairn
should not go to New Zealand at all but to America
where the right day is observed.

L It appeared later that the Islanders had
voted against him being allowed to return to %he
island, but, he explained, this was really a mistake
as they had voted on both him and Fairclough at the
game time and it was really Fairclough they did not
desire on the igland. He explained that the reason of

his desire to return to the island is to marry the

widow of the late Pastor Hare who was accidently
killed



killed in 1921 on the occasion of Sir C.H.Rodwell's

visit to the island.

(Signed) H.Vaskess.
4th September, 1925.




OrrFICE OF THE Hicy CoMMISSIONER
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC,

Suva, Fiyg,

No. 1814. 27th October, 1925.

Sir,

I am directed by the High Commissioner for the
Western Pacific to transmit, £or your information,
some notes taken at an interview given by the Acting

Secretary to Mr. David Neild who Visited Syva on the

4th ultimo.  His Excellency Will be gjag 4o receive any
observations you may desire to offer gp the statements
made by Mr. Neild.
I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Y7 e

Acting Secretery to the High gommission

The Chief Magistrate,

Piteairn Island.



No. 1814.

The Chief Magistrate,
Pitcairn Island.

OFFICE OF THE HiGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC
3

Suva, Fiji, -

24th February 192¢

sir,

I am directed by the High Commi ssioner
for the Western Pacific to acknoWlegge the receipt
of your letters of the 24th and 31st Decempber 1ast
relating to the notes taken at an Wberyi oy with
Pastor David Nield and to inform yoy that pmig
Fogllenoy eadlly Scoopte JOun SNObHaon et Asrs
is no foundation for Pastor Nield'sg TeDory that
goods ordered from New Zealand and Slsewhere are
not paid for on arrivel.

2, The wish of the residents g Pitsairs
that permission should not be given ¢, Pastor Nield
to return to the Islend. has been notey by the High
Commissioner.,

I am,

Acting Secretary to the High Commission.



Copy.

Piteagirn Island,
March 29, 1928.

Mr. Neeld.

Your letter dated 20/21 came safely
10 hand and also the other one you mentioned
which I do not reply. There, a reason for
me not replying because I might be saying sour
things I do not wish to. but seeing you are
anxious to hear from me I will let you Kknow
my mind.

First - you wrote me that I have some
of Mr. Beaumont money and you wanted me to
pay you for some of your books which he got
from you. That is none of my business to
pay you for what he owes you.

Last mail from England Mr.

Beaumont send me a £1 note that does not 1look
as 1f I owe him money.

2 nd. You mentioned about my dear
sister Rose. The last time I was in N. Z.

I heard a good deal about her., you remember
the time you sent her home by the "Paparoa"
well if I had known then what I know now she
woulgiﬁave gone back to you and may be she is
alive still,

In regard to the books the ones got
lost you wanted me to see about, It seems as
1f either you or David are not telling the
truth. I ask him about it and he told me
that he sent the money by the "Tamaroa" and
he has a receipt from you.

You rember when I was in N.Z. I

aalr
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ask him about it and he told me thatl
he sent the money by the "Tamaroa" and
he has a receipt from yeu.

You remember when I was in N2
I ask you about some of those books and
you dont want to et me have them., YOU
remember as I was coming ashore froi the
"Remuera" I met you on the gang plank with
some of your books and I said hello you &re
sending books to Pitcairn and I made the
statement to you I could get along withoub
your books well my word is my bond. 1 &%
still the same. I dont want to see any of
those books under my roof. We have tl€
mission books here selling like hot cakesS,
and also the people said that you spoil
those books.

You infir that I am an
dishonest man. You are the first man
that think I am dishonest everyone whom
I do a little business with. In England
New Zealand and right here in Pitcairn knowll
me to be straight.

Trusting thut you will get these
few lines alright.

Your A. H. Young.

The statements herein made are far from being
correct, they are very misleading. David Nie



opy.

"Villa Duval"
148 Tasman Street,
Wellington,
14th June, 1928.
To His Excellency
The High Commissioner
gaia?hgigf?tern Pacifie.

May it please Your Exceilency to know
that your Acting Secretary explained that your
absence at the Solomon Islands prevented an
interview when I stayed at Suva on my voyage to
Vancouver in 1925. Since then I have had very
strong impressions; that you should be informed
concerning matters at Pitcairn Island.

Being the Husband of Rosalind Ameilia
Young, the Author of the "Story of Pitcairn, and
the Mutiny of the Bounty." A copy of which I
presented to your Excellency, and one to your

Secretary, and will now send another copy, by
which you can refer to matters reffered to in
this letter.

In 1923, We both were broken down in
health and the Doctor's advice was to rest.
Then we decided to go to Pitcairn; early in 1924
we were landed there, Full particulars are
recorded in the Book. Pages 275-280. My
reception and generous treatment while on the
Island for three months is recorded on pages
291-293.

This is given that your Excellency
may understand that change which has taken
place since then, which I believe is through the
work of the ©S.D.A,, Minister Robert Hare.

The Book. "The Story of Pitcairn &c"

was



was almost out of Print, and copies not to be
obtained. S0 the Hon.Sec. of the Baptist
Society., obtain some particulars from self
and Mrs, Nield and published his book. But
it was not acceptable. SonI took it upon
myself to have printed an edition of 2,000, for
which I paid cash, When one of the readers on
the Island saw it. He wrote offering 4/- a
copy. I replied, I will supply them at 5/-
per copy, Cash with order, this was accepted
for some time, then they required supplies on
Credit. Knowing the danger of loss in trans-
mitting articles, I offered the books at 3/6
per copy. But that did not suit them, so
while . I was away, they obtained some on CREDIT.
Two dozen were sent, and only ONE was paid far,
the other was lost. So it was reported —-- Loss
36/-.

I am now told that they are obtaining
coples from U.S.A. being the Original Book,
upon which the publishers had obtained the M.S.S
and although sold seven prints no more than TRAD
allowance was given to the Author. My pub-
lication has 40 pages in addition many
Illustrations and particulars of later date,
with Original Poems &c. THEN-That being
printed in New Zealand, we think should have
the Preference t0 the American Books. For I
want to get clear of my stock of them.

To show the manifest change of the
brother of my late wife., I will send you his
Letter to me.

On the Tomb stone as seen on Page
285. I had two holes to which a plate bearing
my name could be fixed; in the event of ny

death



death. But the great change which has
taken place, as well as the landed property

of my wife being claimed presents

difficulties which prevent me from going

there to enjoy the climate, so I am now Booked
to sail for Niue, and may be to Apia. next
week to escape the cold winter in N.Z. While
Pitcairn Would have suited better.

I. think it is my duty to call your
Excellencies Attention to the conduct of the
Islanders. I went aboard the ship going to
Pitcairn. When the Barber said, "I have
no time for the Pitcairners. Their religion
is washed out." Another said that he was
charged 5/- for a Pitcairn Book From

America. One Captain told me that they
were charging Emigrants, 4d. each for oranges.
Arnold Hare to whom you have given permission
to go there, assured me that they were

charging 4d each for oranges. I was also
told they charge 5/- for a kit of Fruit.

In the day school, Two women are
grandmothers, and the Teacher is alsc¢! a
Grandfather.

Still they will send to Ministers of
the S.D.A., in N.Z. large sums of money while
they are Teaching the observance of a
different Sabbath day to what they keep in
Pitecalrn. I think it is advisable for
a Resident Magistrate to be located there,
and one who can instruct them in Fruit and
vegitable growlng. There is a Resident
Magistrate at NORFOLK Island. The residence
of Arnold Hare and family will have some good
effect upon them I hope, He does not claim

to



to be a Member of the S.D.A. Domination.
But would most surely advise your Excellency
to make a personal visit and make énquiries
into the Matters which I have very hastily
placed before you.
Under another cover, I will send
Some printed matter which will be an eye
opener, 1if carefully read to see the real
state of things on the Island and people.
Which I trust you will preserve, or RETURN,
Your Excellency may know from the
interest and the outlay I made, that I have
the best interest of the Island at heart, and
desire to help them all I can.
I am your obedient Servant,
(Signed) David Nield.

As I expect to be away on the Islands Niue and
samoa, I may not have any reply rrom you
soon. D. N.



No.

1902,

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE WESTERN PaciFic,
Suva, Fijr,

11th September, 1928.

eir, .
| I am directed by the High
Commissioner for the Western Pacific
to forward a copy of a letter fron
Mr. D. Nield dealing with certain

matters connected with Pitcairn Telind

2.  His Excellency will be gyaq
Lo receive any observations youy may
care 10 offer on the matters degjt
with by Mr. Nield.
I am,
air,
Your obedient Servant,

&)
JQQXQwakﬁﬁéa_

Acting Secretary to the High\eUmmiésion

The Chief Magistrate,
Piteairn Island.




: OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
CO P Y FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC,

~ Suva, Fij,

Nos 998, A ©16th April, 1985.

8ir, |
i am directed by Lhe Assistant
High Commissicner for the Western Pacific
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 25th March, relative Lo certain
matters concernliog ritcairn Ialand.
€e With regard to your suggestion
that the residente of Pitcairn lsland
should receive royalty on cinematograph
filuws deallog with the island, I am Lo
state that, in the case of films in the
makling of wuich any of the people take
part, the terms on which they assist are
& matter for prior agreement betwesen the
pecple councerned and the film producer,
in the absence of any such agreement there
is 0o power to compel the owner of the
£ilm L0 pay any royalty.
S« In the case of other films deal-
- dog with tue island there is no power 1o
make any c¢laim on the producer or owner

¥, NoCoy, Esquire,
i3 Elizaveth Sirest,
dollliogion, Bels,
Wew Lealsnd,

for
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for royaltye.

4, Hig Honour agress that the pro- |
vigion of medical attention for ihe
peaple of Pitcairn Island is most desir-
ablo, and I am to state that this question
has ror years past received careful con-
sideration, = The difficuliy is to find
the money to meet the cost,

5, Copies of yar letter and this
reply are being forwarded to the Chief
Magistrate in Pitecairn Island.

1 am,
sir,
Your obedient norvant;

(Signed) H. Vaskess

gecretary to the High Commission,
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OrFrICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC,

Suva, Fiji,

16th April, 183G,

ST,

I am directed by the Assisgtant
High Commissioner for tlihie Western Paclfic
to forward & copy of a letter received
from Mr. F.H. McCoy, togetlher with a copy

- of my reply.

Ca With regard to tue provigion of
medical attenticn for the people of

Piteairn Island, I am to state that a pro-

' posal is at present under cousgideration

Lo select a suitable FPitcairn youtn and
train him at the Central Medical School
at Suva for service ig the 1igland, The

courge at tlie Central Medigal Schicol

and cosets a&pproximace-—

ggcupies four years
1y 8100 a year. In additlion it ig proe-
bable that the selecled youth would have
to spend wwo oF three yeaTrs in & prepara-
tory schcol before entering tile Central
Mediesl Sclioul,

D It will readily ve reglised that



|
e e L e L
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0 enquire wiether you can sUggest any

=) . + = 1 y ™ fa s B Y f -3 o + '3 i -_r ]
practicable ueals O uLeelil, that exvense.

D

S, It will be observed ihat in the'l
eaclosed letier lr,lcCoy refers to the :
shilpuent of oranges 10 tue New Zeasland
market. Hig Honour suggests that you
siiculd taeke up the guestion of ineressing
ulle production of oranses Lor thst uwarket
by & vigorous policy of plasting up all |
aveilable land in tle island witp tﬁees
of a type that will produce the pgost
suiteble and attractive Iruit fop tihe

1

market referred to.
1 am,
Sipsy

YUL].]? Dbﬁdlﬁﬂt SEhVﬁﬂt
=+ I 4 G

eeeretary Lo tle uigh\%u4p1~“icu
e B Ll w



No. 4203,

SHAW SAVILL, AND ALBION COMPANY, LIMITED.

Wellington, C.1l., N.Z.

25th July, 1938.

The Secretary,

The High Commissioner for the Western
Pecific,

Suva, Fiji.
Dear Sir,

We confirm interchenge of cables as

follows, in reference to an alleged outbreak
of typhoid at Pitcairn Island:-
From Suva: 23/7/38.

"Chief Magistrate of Pitecairn
Island denies rumours of typh01d epidemic

which he states has caused ships to avoid

Island fullstop High C omm1331oner would

be rateful 1f usua calls o pass n%mghlps

be resumed unless Health
New Zealand has definite 1nfonmat10n of
outbregk Secretary High Commission. B

To Suva: 25/7/38.

"Replying to your telegram of 23rd
AR t%

vessels resume communica
stop _Reports very much e erated
p051t10n as only one vessel bothh Lines
missed call on account of report hoid

cases which our "Arawa" surgeon landed to

investigate but could not definltelY con-
firm diagnosis stoge Only reasonable
cautlons were adopted stop _Two other

vessels could not call purely owing lack of

time. "
In amplifying our reply we enclose

copies of the radio messages which led to our

teking the action we did in conference with
the

e...

on P1 tecairn

i
&
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the General Manager of the New Zealand
Shipping Company.

The report of typhoid evidently
emanated from the Islanders themselves in
the first instence, and in view of the large
number of inward passengers for New Zealend on
the "Akaroa", and until we had some further
information, we considered it inadvisable for
the "Akaroa" to run any risk in calling at
Pitcairn., At the same time we had the
"Mataroa" on the point of sailing with two
passengers to land at Pitcairn (Missionaries),
and the Commender was instructed to land these
people and their baggage, and at the same time
allow no Islanders on board or any other
comnunication with the shore; and here again
we think that the precaution, in view of the
"Mataroa's" large passenger list homeward and
her calling at the Panama Canal, was amply
Jjustified, especially as such epidemics in an
isolated comunity as that, might be expected
to spread very rapidly, and bearing in mind
the possibility of &a "carrier" amongst the
population who might. conceivably, quite
innocently, come on board the ship and spread
the infection,

The "Akaroa" was the only vessel of
our Line that did not call, the two New Zea-
land Shipping Company passenger vessels omitt-
ing the call at Piteairn Island, we understand
because of lack of time.

9

It
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It will, of course, be apprecisted
that whilst we endeavour to maintain communica-
tion with Pitcairn Isleand, both for the sake of
the Islanders and as a break in the journey for
the benefit of passengers, there can be no
commitment on our part to call regularly at
the Island when weather or circumstances,
such as lack of time, render this inadvisable.

Unfortunately the radio installation
at the Island seems to have been used in this
instance to spread rather alarmist rumours, as
a report relayed here from America, which
appeared in the Press, would have seemed to
indicate that the Island was absolutely
isolated and that the population as a result
were starving, which of course was ridiculous.
No doubt the Islenders, alermed at the loss of
trade with the "Mataroa," and the non-call
of the "Akaroa" and the two New Zealand
Shipping Company liners (for quite different
reasons, as explained above) made the most of
the case that they could to inspire sympathy,
but, it appears, happily, that there have been
no more cases of typhoid, and accordingly the
status quo has been resumed.

Yours feithfully,
Shaw, Savill and A1b103 Company, Ltd.

(Signed) E.V
Assistant Manager



No. 2585.
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The gp3 f Magistpgte

OrFICE OF THE HicH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC,

Suva, FijI,

30th August, 1938.

Sir,

I am directed by the Acting High
Commiésioner for the Western Pacific to state
that he has been in telegraphic correspondence
with the Secretary of State for the Colonies
during July on the subject of certain exaggera-
ted reports which have appeared in many news-
papers in various countries of a rumoured
typhoid outbreak in Pitcairn Island and of the
alleged starvation of the inhabitants because,
as a consequence of the rumour of typhoid,
the island has been avoided by passing ships.

2s In addition to the telegraphic cor-
respondence with the Secretary of State the
High Commissioner also received telegraphic
enquiries from newspaper companies and others
both in America and England relative to the
rumours. Telegraphic enquiries in the
matter were addressed to the Wellington
offices of the Shaw Savill, and Albion Company,
Limited, and the New Zealand Shipping Company,
Limited, and I enclose a copy of a letter re-

ceived from the former Company. 5

2

Piteairn Island.



- Pe—

0% 3. His Excellency desires yoy t7
report the circumstances which gaye flge i
the rumour, and instructs you to gyt Jha
messages were sent out from Pitcgjpp Iéland
concerning the matter and by whonm,

4. His Excellency instructg pe
impress upon you the importance of tné
ance at all times of sending fromy pjt¢? e
Island exaggerated or inaccurate Pepofbs T
statements; and he trusts that you pes’ >’
as is stated in the enclosure, thyt tﬂgre az
no commitment which enforces the Shlpp;ng
companies to call at Pitecairn Islag v el
end that the Islanders are dependgpt uf

their good will alone for the calls.

1,0
avoid-

I am,
Sir, .
Your obedient Servang,

e \—_ —

Secretary to the High Comm1881on



Telegram.

From:= The Navy Otfice, Wellington,

To:- The Chief Magistrate, Pitcairn Island.

e e e e e mm P R S W G D Em S e e

High Commissioner for the Western Pacitic is concerned at Press Reports
alleging serious shortage of supplies on island and requests intormation
of present position.

1242 /28



Telegram.

From:- His Excellency the High Commissioner, Suva, Fiji,

To:- The Chiet Magistrate, Pitcairn Island.

D e i R i

Glad to learn whether you have adequate food supplies still on

hand.

High Commissioner,



Telegrame

From:~ The Chief Magistrate, Pitcairn Island,

To:- His Excellency the High Commissioner, Suve, Fiji.

- = mn E Sm Te e e Sm e e S

Estimate that normal food supplies in hand is still 3 = 4 weeks,

Chiet Magistrate.

e S o o S8 e e e e



