GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLUKY,
k No. = of 1934,

AN ORDINANGE
Relating 4o the Oonstitution snd Ragulabtion
of Native Co~operative Societles.

Be it enacted by the High Commissionar as followai-
1. This Ordinance may be cited for all purposes
as the Native Jo-operative Seclatles OUrdinguce 1034.
2. In this Ordinance the followlng words shalil
have the mesaing hereby assigned to them if mot

ingongistont with the context -

"Bre-lawa” ghall mean the registered bye-laws made
" by a soclety in the exercise of any power oon-
ferred by this Ordinance and shall fndlude a

registered sasndaent of the bye-laws;
"oommittee” shall mean the governing body of a
registerod seciety to whom the management of
its effairs 1s entruated;
“wenber” ghell include & pevaesn jolning in the
epplication for the reglstration of & seeiely
and a pergon sdmitted to mambership after regle-

short Pitla.

interprotation.

tration in ascordange with the bhye-laws end rules;

"officer” shall include a mansger, seribe, member of
comnitiee or sthar parson empowersd vnder the
rles or bre-laws to give dircctions in regard
te the Yusinens of a yogistered soclets)

"regletered soslaty ohall mean s eoepevative
aoglety ragistored wnder this Urdinance.

RUEGISTRATION ,
5, The Resident Jommigsioney whall be the
Hegistrar

Appeiataent of



Registrar of Co~operative Societies for the Colony
and mey appoint District Registrars as may be re-
quired and assign them Districts. District
Registrare shall exercise sueh powers &s are con-
ferred on them by thig Urdinance in regpect of such
aagigned disgtricte.

4, - (1} Bubject to the provisions hereinafter
contained, & soclety composed of natives which bas
as 1ts objects the prometion of the economic inter-
ests of ite members in accordance with co-operative
principles mey be regletered vndsxr thig Urdinance.

(2) The liability of & registered society shall
be limited.

5. No society ghall bs registered under this
Ordinance which congists of less than fifty or
more than two hundred persons who have sttained
their majority.

8. - (1) TFor purposes of registration an appli-
cation to vegister shell be made to the district
registrar who ghall forward the applicstion with
his recemmendatioay $o the Resident Commissioner.

(8) The application shall be signed by at least
ten pergons who have attained their majerity.

(3) The application shall be accompanied by two
coples of the preposed bye-laws of the sogiety and
the persone by whom or on whose behalf such appli-
cation is mede shall furaish such informetion in
regard te¢ the society as the distriet registrar
may require.

7+ 1If the Resident Commisaioner is satisfied
that ¢ society has complied with the provigions of
this Ordingnee and the rules and that its proposed
bhve-laws are not contrary %o the Ordinance or to
the rules he may if he thinks £i% register the

registrar and
agsigtant

‘registrars

Societien which
nay be registered.

Conditions of
registration.

Application for
regigstration,

Regigtration.




3.

societyand its bye-laws.
8. (1) TFo smendment of the bye-laws of a regis-

tered gociety shall be valid until the same haz been

registered under this Ordinance, for which purpose
two copies of the amendment shall he forwarded o

the digtrict registrar who shall trangmit the smend-

ment with his recomuendation to the Resident
Commiggioner. _

(3) If the Besident Comnissioner is satisfied
that the amendment af the hye-laws is not contrary
to this Ordinance or %o the mlesg he may if he
thinkeg fit register the amendment.

RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES OF MEMBERS.

9, Uo member of s registered gociety shall exer-
¢ise the rights of a n'nbo.r unless or until he has
Bmade such paymant to the gociety in respect of
entrance fee or membership subscription as may dbe
Praseribed by the rules or bye~laws.

10, TWach member of a co-operative eoelety shall
have one vote only as a member in the affairs of
the sooiety.

WTLES OF REGLSTERLD SUCLETIES.

1l. Every reogistered gociety shall heve an add~
ress, reglgtersd in eccordance with the wules, %o
which all notiees and commmications mey be gent,
and shall send %o the district registrar notice of
any chance thereof.

12. Bvery registered socliety shall keep a copy
of this Ordinance eand of the rules and its bye-laws
and smendments of the bye-laws open to ingpeetion
fyee of charge 4t all reassonable times at the
registersd address of the sooiaty.

18,
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13, - (1) The district registrar or other persen Andit.
suthorised by the Resident Commiasioner in writing
shall audi{ the cccounts of evexy registered
socliety onoe st leadt in every year.
(2) The eudit under sub-gection (1) shall in-
elude an examination of everdue debts Af any and a
valuation of the ssgets and liabilities of the
society.
(3) The distriet registrar or any person author-

ised by the Resident Commigsioner in writing shall
at all times have accesa to all books accounts and
papera of a gociety and every orﬁ-m of the
society shall furnish such information in regard
to the transactions and working of the socisty as %
the person malking such inspection mey require.

(4) The district registrar and every other per-
son appointed to audit the accounts of a gociety
shall have power when neceasary -

(8) to summon at the time of his audit any
officer servant or mamber of the gociety who
he hag reason to believe can give valuable
information in regard to any transactions of
the gociety or the management or its affairs;
or

(b) %o require the production of any book or
document relating to the alfeirs of or any
cagh belonging t0 the soeiety by the officer
servant or member in possession of guch book
dooument 02 cash.

PRIVILEGES OF REGISTERED SOOI WIS,
14: A registered scclety shall have pvower %6 hold Powers of
movable
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movable and immovable property of every descrip-
tion to enter intoe contracts to institute and
deferd suits and other legal proceodings and teo
do sll things necegeryy for the purpose of its
conztitution.

'~ 15, A registered society shall have a charge
upon the deposits of & member or past mambor and
upon any dividend bonus or accumulated funds pay-
able t0 a member or peast membeyr in Fespsctiof any
dedt due from such member or bast member to the
society and may get off any sum oredited or pay-
able to a member or past member in or towards
peguent of any such debt.

16. On the death of & member a registered
society shall pay all moneys due to the deceased
member %o his next of kin.

i7. The lisbility of a past member for the
debts of a registered society as they existed at
the time when he ceased to be a member ghall con-
tinue for a period of two years from the date of
hia ceansing to be o member.

i18. The register of members kept by any regis~
tered soclety sholl be "prima facie” ovidence of
any of the following partioulars entered therein:-

(a) the date at whioch the name of auy person
wag entered in such register ms a member;

(b) the date et which such persen cemsed to
be & mamber.

ZROPERYY AND WUNDS OF RUGISYERED SOCLiTIES.
19, » {1} A registered socioty shell net make =
lean to any person other then o member:
(2) A registered society shall not receive
deposits
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deposits and loens Trom persons who are not menbars
without the sanction iv writing of the Residen’
Commigasioner or district regisirar,

20, - Save as provided in section 19 the transac-
tiong of ® registersd society with persens cther
+than members ghall be subject to wuch prohibitions
end restrictions if any ss the Resident Comsissioner
nay hy rles presoribe.

21, A registorcd society may invest or deposii
ite funds ~

(a) in sny Post Office Savings Bank; or

(b) on deposit with the Colony Govermment; or

(o) with any bank or perscn carrying on the

business of banking approved for this Murpose
b 17by the Resident Comuigaioner; or

{@) 1in any other mede pemitted by the rules.

28, = (1) No seclety shall pay & dividend or
or bonus or distribute any part of its sccumulated
funds before the balance sheet has been certified
by the district registrar or other perscn appeinted
in writing by the Resident Coumigsioner.

(2) No pociety shall pay s dividend to ite mem-
bers exveeding 10%.

83, Dvery seolety which does or can derive a
profit from its transactions shall maintain a re-
gerve fund and ahall carry to the fund such poriion
of the net balance in each year aa wwy be pro-
seribed by the miles and bye-lawa,

24. Sobject to sections 22 and 2% the net bal-
ance 0f each year with any sum available Lor dis~
trivution from previovs years may be distributed
as may be presorided by the rules end We-laws.

INSPROTION

Reatrictions
on other
trangactions
with non-
Donbers.
Investment
of Dunds.

Dividends
and bonus.

Reserve fund.

Digtribution
of net bal-

ERL@




\ ?ﬂ

INSFECTION OF AFFAIRS.

25, = {1) The distxict registrsr or cther peorgon  Euquiry by
suthorised by the Rezident Commissioner iu widting egaigtant
may of hig own motion amd shall et the request of reglatrer.
en Adminigtative Officer or on the application of
a majority of the committee or of not less than
one-third of the members hold sn enguiry into the
congtitution working and financiel condition of a
registered sooiely.

{2) A1 offigers ond memberg of the soeciety ghall
produce such of the books and documents of the
society and Lurnisgh such informgtion in regard te
the affairs of the society as the district regie-
trar or person suthorised by the Residsni Commiss-
ioner may requirs.

B6. - (1) The district registrar or other person Ingpection of
suthoriged dy the Resident Comnissioner in writiag books of in-
shall on the application of a creditor of a regis~ debted society.
tered society inspect the books of the society:

Provided that -

(a) the applicant satisfies him that the debt is

a sum then dues and that he had demonded pay-
ment therecf aud has not regeived satisfaction
within o reasonable time; and

(b) the applicant deposits with him such sum as

sequrity for the costs of the propused inspec-
tion as he may require.

(2] Zhe distriot registrar or other peraon auth~
origed by the Resident Commissioner in writing shall
conmunicnte the resulite of any sueh inspeviion to
the ereditor,

87,
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27. vVhere an enquiry is held under seetion 25
or an inspection is rade under sechion 26 the afge
trict registrar o other person anthoriged by the
Resident Commisszioner in writing mey mske an award
apportioning the costs or such part of the costs
as he may think right between the sceiety the mem~
bers or creditor demanding an enguiry or ingpection
and the officers or former officers of the sooiety.

DISSOINTION GF SOQILYIY.

a8, "ftha digbriot registrar or other pergon
appointed by the Resident Commisgioner in writing
after holding an enquiry under section 25 or an
inspection under section 26 or on the reoeipt of
an application wade by three-fourths of the members
of o registered acclety is of opinion that the
soolety ought to be dissolved he shall submit hig
rocommendation to the Resident Commisgioner who nay
if he thinks fit cancel the regigtration of the
society. '

29. The Resgident Commizaioner may ceaneal the
registration of a registerca society if at any
time it is proved to his satiofection thet the
nunber of the membars hes been redugsd to less
than fifty.

$0. Where the registretion of a society i can~
eelled the seeiety shall cesse to exist se & cor-
porete body fyom the date of the order of ocsneslie
ation,

5l = (1} vhere the reglatration of = pocliety is

canocelled under gegbion B oy section 29 the Reoident

Comni saloney may appoint the distriet rogisbiaxr or
other
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other competent person %0 be liguidator of the
soeiety.

(2) A liguidator appointed under sib-seoticn (1)
ghall have power -

{a) to act as arbitrator in all digputes;

(b) to determine the contiibution to be made by
the memberg and past members reapestively to
the aassets of the sociely; _

{e) %o investigate all claims egainst the sceiety -
and to decide guestions of priority srising be~-
tween claiments; |

(d) to detemmine from time to time by whet per-
gong and in what proportion the costs of the
ligquidation are %o he borne;

(e} to take possession of the books documents and
agsets of the society; and

(£) +to give such directions in regard to the
eollection and distribution of the assets of
the soclety and the disposal of the hooks and
doonments of the sdoiety ae may appear 0 him
o be necessary for winding up the affeirs of
the society.

{3) sSubject %o any rules, a ligquidator appointed
under thig sestion shall in so far s such powers
are necessary Lor carrying out the purpose of this
goction have power to summon and enforce the atten~
dance of witncssesg and to oompel the production of
documents by the seme means and (a0 far ao may be)
in the same manney as is provided in the gome of a
plotriet Court under the Paeific Order in Council 1893,

32, Where in the cage of the winding up ef a Power of
goelety it appesrs that any person who has taken liguidator to
part in the organisation or msnsgement of the sssess danage
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soclety or any past or present manager assribe men~ againgt delin-
hey o.f;‘hha commitiee oy officer of the scciety has guent promoters
misaprlied or vetainzd or hecoms lishle or sccount~ atf:.
abls for any money or preperty of the soeiety or
has heen guilty of miafeasance or braach of tmuat
in relation to the gociety the liquidetor mgy of
hig own motion oy on the application of suy cred~
itor or eontrimtory examing into the conduct of
guch person and maks an order requiring him to ro-
pey or reaglore the money or property or ooy part
thereof reapectively or te contribute such sum %o
the nsseds of the goclety by way of compensation
in regard to the nisapplicetion reteiner misfess~
ance or breach of trust as the liguidator thinks
Juat,
RILES.
3. - (1) The Resident Commipsioner may malke Rwles.
rulas for any é‘.gisturod soolety to carry out the
purposes of thig Ordinance.
(2) In particuler and without prejudice to the
generality ef the foregoing power, such rules mey -
{a) preseride the forms to be uzed and the con-
ditions to be somplied with in the making of
applioationsg for the ragistraiion of a gosiely
and the progedurs in the matier of gueh
applicationa;
(b) prescribs the matters in vespeot of which a
soelsty may ox shall maks bys-laws and for the
Progedure +o he followed in malking altering and
sbrogating bye-laws ﬁiggo sonditions o be
satiafied prior te mol/elteration or ahrogation;
(e} preseribe the conditions to bHe complied with
by persons applying for adalgeion or admitted
as members
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a8 members and providae Lor the electicn and
admigsion of members and the payment Lo be
made and the interssts o be agguired belore
the exercise of the right of memberahip;

{d) provide for gsnersl nmeebtinge of the mambars
and for the procedure at such mestings and the
vowersitonhe exercised by such meetings;

{e) provide for the appointment mugpension and
removel of mensgers soribes members of the
comaitier and othar 9fficers and for the pro-
cedure at meetings of ¥he coummitlee ond for the
Powers to be exercised mnd the &uties to be
rerforued by the managers scyibes membors of
the commitiee and other offigers; _

{£) prescribe the accounts and books %o ba. kaph
by a society and provide for the sudit of such
ageounts and books and the charges 1f any to
ba made for such andit;

(g) presoribe the returns to be submitted by &
society to the Resident Comuisaioner or
diatrict registrar and the porsons by whom
and the fom in whioh such returas ghall be
submitted;

(h) provide for the periodical publicebion of a
balange sheet showing the aseets end liabilit~
ies of & seciety;

(1) provide for the fommatiou and muinvenence of
® register of mewbers;

{§) provide that any dispuie touching the busin-
osa of & seciety between the mewbers or past
members of the svelety oy persons elsiming
through o member 0F pagt member or between

a member
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& member or pagl mepber or persons s8¢ claim-
ing and the vommitt~e ox any officer ghell be
referred to the Resident Commigsicner or dis-
triet registrar for decigien;

(k) Provide for the withdrawel sad expwlsics
of members and for the peymente if eny 4o be
made to members whe withdraw or are expelled
and far\tha 1labilities of pogt members;

(1) provide for the formation snd maintenange
Qr-rmerve runﬂ.s and the objects to which
ﬂo&: funds may be applied and for thoe invest-
ment of any funds under tha contrel of the
soelety;

(m) determine in what cases an appeal shall lias
from the orders of the Resident Coumissioner
or digtriot rozistrar and presoride the pro~
cedniye to be followed in pregenting ead dis-
posing of such appeale; ‘

(n) presoribe the procedure tv bo Lfollowed by a
liquidetor appointed under section 31 and the
osses in which an appeal shell lie from tus
order of such liguidatorj

(3) The Resident Comaissicner shall csuse such

rules $0 be transiated ifute the Gilbertese and
Elliee Islends languages and ahell forward twe
eopleg of suok translation t0 the registered office
of eack regigtered society.

CFPMICRS.
34+ = (1) I% shsll be an offonce wnder this Cifences.
Ordinange if -

{a) a society or an officer or a mamber thersof %ilful mneglect
wilfully neglects or refuaes to do any ast or. oy @efsnit by
te furnigh any infommatien required for the & sogiety ete.

parpose
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purposes of this Urdinance by the Regident
Commissioner @istriet registrar or other
person duly appointed by the Resident
Qommissicner in writing in this beholf; or

{h) a sociecty or an offiger or membar thercof ilful fare
wilfully mekes & false retum or fumishes nighing of
falae information; or _ felse inform-

{e) any perscn wilfully or without any recson- ation.
pple exmcmass disobeys any mummonsg reeuisition Digohedienacs

8y or lawful written order lassued under the pro- of sumnons
vigionsg of this Ordinanca or docs mot furnigh requisition
any informatiorn lawfully regquired from hidm hy er order.
a8 person enthorised to do so under the pro-
visiong of this Oydinancae. :

(2) Every society officer or membar of a soololy
or other person muilty of an oifence under thia ssctbion
ghall be lisble to g fine not exoeceding twanty pounda |
and in defmult of poyment thereof to do imprisonsd
for any tem not exseading six montha unloss such
fine be sooner peid,

35, « (1) s porgon other than a reglstered Probibition
gogiety shall trade or carry on bisiness under -of the use
any name or title of wmich the mord "go-oparative” of word
or ite equivalent in any other langnage is partd "go-oparative"”
without the ganction of the registrer.

(2) Whoever mt.mes the provigieng ef thie
soetion shall en convigtion be punighable with e
fine uot emgeoding ten pounds aud in the cess of
e continuing offencs wiih & Further fine of twe
pounds for each 4ay on whioh the offence is eon-
tinued after oonviction thersfor,

36, BPBvery rvegistered seoiety may mubjeet te Yower o make
the spprovel of the Resldent Jommigsiousr wake bye~  bys-laws,
laws for any guch things os are necessary or desir-

able ?j



id.

eble for the mrpeces for whish such soeioety i

established,
37. The proviaiong of the Notlirvé Contracts Saving.
Regulation 1898 ghall, not apply te societies Q.R.No.28 of

regighered wnder this Ordinence. 1096.
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Rules for registersd Co-operaiive Secieties made by
the Reslident Sommiseiomer under gection 3% (1) of

the lative Go-opsrative Secieties Oxdinence, 19%4.

A.Genaral Meeting of the Society shall be held not less
than once every aix monthe for the purpose of examining
the books, aiore balance and copra stock of théssociety.
At this meeting shall be discussed anything deaiing with
the genersl welfare of the svciety. The commititee may
at thelr discrebion eall a genersl meebing st soy time.

4 Comnitlee, covsigting of not lges than two oy wore
then ten members for every hundred members of the society,
shell be eleclad by the meubers and shell hold office for
not ieaa then three months or more than one year.
Provided that all or individual memberas of the committee
nay be duulgsed al asy tluwe on the motion of not less
than whree-gquarters of the wenbers ¢f the seciety.

The dwiics of the Commitiee aball bei-

{a) To see that the yules are obeyed by sll menbers
of the soeiety.

{®) To choose muitable days for the Gensral Meetinga.,

{e) To ermmine st any 4ime the books and eash balance
of the Society.

(8) %o report te the firsi Ceneral Meeting any astion
they heve token or propose tc take te furthsy the
intereats ol the boolely sud to gesk the approvai
of the Genersl lMeebting for these agtions. The
Committee snell ourry out the orders of the General
Keeting and shall not do anything contrary to them,

Fach Cemmittoe ehell eloct o Menepger who shall represcnt
the Soslety in dealinge with Buronean Trading Companies,
the Govermment and other hedics.

4 Seribe snd Aseisteni Seribes shell be appeinted by the
General Meeting and shall be paid monthly salacies fixed
by the members at Lhe Gouersl leeting, Their duties
#hall be te keep the hooks of the Socisty snd its mew-

bers in good ovder and $o attend to the Society's

| ———
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V 10,

/" 11 .

2.

correspondence. The Xollowing books shell be kept by the
Seribeas:~

(&) TQQ'MW contalning the names of all /
menbers and the datens of their elsotien,

{b) The cg;f% .%ﬁk in which ghall he satered all
Linangial mﬁmﬂi&% with or on behalf of members. \/

(e} The Copra Book, sontaining the weights of all coprs
Bmpﬁﬁmﬂé’bam for sale by the Sosiety, 4 \/

(@) The Stors Book, containing particvlars of all soods
oo ool M g R g of the members, v

(el The Members Psgs~Hooks, iu which shall be entered
Partioniars of oll tronasactions with each memder, )f'

The Serides are responaible for all cash and stores belong-

ing to the 3ogiaty.

A1l new applicationa for meuberghip shall come before the
General Meebing wheve they shall be decided by a majority
vote. o new member shall sttend the Scciety's meetings
until he has peid his Mirence Subseription which shall not
be less than the swm of five ehillings,

+ Buying the produce of or selling goods to non-members is
sbsolutely prohibited.
« Wo member may purchase goods on oredit from the Seciesty. |

It 1g forvidden for the Soclety to purchase goods on credit
from the Buyovesn Trodine Comparieg,

1% 13 strictly forbidden to lond any of the Soelety's
funds 0 mumbers or othera,

Should any paid servant of the Socletr £ail te keep the
hye-laws o temperary refuotion in his salary may be made.
The punighment for the ¥rensgression vy & member of any of
the bYre-laws of the Seciety shall de % fins. ghould this
fing not be paid the transsroasor nyyr be deprived of hia
memborship without any sompeneaticn other then the payment |
of the smount eutsbanding ¢o his orsdit with the Socledy.

Feo hye-law shall be establishod or an existing bye-iaw

shanged sxeePt Wy a malority vote of ths memders 2t &
Genaral Meeting of the Sooiety, ’




