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versity anthropologiecal expedition, in

| the ,foﬂnﬁnp_ﬁfﬁh. Although, 0e0-
gically, this “dricst part of the dneat

continent” is uninlercsting, he found it

|of groat interest from o physiogrophie

point of view,
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' By FRANK FENNER

Sand—gibbers—sand—gibbers! One's
Hirst impression of the geological fea-|
tures of the vast stretches of leva
country between Marree and Birdsville,
Az seen from the stock route, Is an
gverlasting succession of , glbbers and

e broad flood plaing of the
Dlamantind'qt the northern end of the
track, and a Yww.lsolated flat-topped
tent-hills to relieve ¥ee—monotony of
the journey. Little, indeed, o, gafdden
the heart of the geologist. One goon
realises, however, that the Colndey,
although geologically uninteresting
ol great interest from the physiographic
point of view.

The stock route froms« Birdsville to
Marrée lles completely within the
Great Artesian Basin, to which fact,
Indeed, it owes its existence, Before
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' for it was beautiful,
Tt m&“ﬂﬁm : . i
mmﬂlﬂ?a hnwln:tzn a

| In Beethoven's op. 132, the A Minor,
Iwe had the full-bodied wine of nis
Aripest maturity. In this last great
| F‘h‘w of offlorescence he takes s all

- way wi » the depth of
. A8 S0 provocative of -
Wk nnn ve answer

our part, even the

physicalily of It so0 much the more
strengthh and hnpﬁln th s I{Lﬂl i
ulse, the excitement

produced by wildly leaping intervals,
the of dynamics. The
's rhythimic force was well pre-
sehted—a movement specially in-

| teresting for a kind of lofty turbulence
ted In it, and the idlosynera-

|
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roots
hluung in great numbers in some
0

' tion of woody structure,

bores were put down, cattle used to be!
driven down along the courses of the
Diamantina and Warburton, but this
route was practicable in wet seasons
only, and even then there was a long
dry final stage. At one time seven
iy’eam elapsed without any cattle pass-
1g down to Marree.

Nowadays cattle travel down thef
Diamantina to Govder's n. and
then from bore hole to bore hole to
| MarTee, whence they are trucked to
' Adelalde. The bores are placed between
20 and 30 miles apart—two days' travel-
ling with stock. There are 11 bores |
along the line, all falrly deep, and the !
water from the majority Is quite hot.
The water from the “seven-mile” bore
has a femperature of about 210 degrees

F. In this arld country—the driest
part of the driest continent—the sight

incarpora
Jsles of its hornpipe trlo. The slow
movement embodies a “thank offering
for convalescence”™ its qulet nassages,
of beautiful harmony and texture, like
some re chant. The mood was
intensified and underlined by yearning
ard sweeps of an octave from the
cello, end the occasional touches of the
Lydian mode gave It a feeling at once
archaic and solemn. Here is no light
“thanksgiving service.” with an orgv of
extravagance to follow, but one really
and © sincerely meant. A noble ve-
straint in the playing. The Flnale
Elm'ma ure jov. It was one bene-
' volent' and god-like smile. and more-
| [over there ‘'were no bounds to it5 ac-
| Hon: it was for ever moving, and one
became caught up in the bigness and
J generosity of its spirit. The one ad-
(Vorse remark ahont the olaying of this
r'lﬂl'k is that at odd times during, it
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g of clouds of ™por rising from the water
\lcourse < the intoration gave o ik g |
| : e purts forth hot from the ground
| momentazy feelins of tenslon,: into the chilly morning air is sﬂlklnﬂ
in Its unexpectedness.

| From Marree to Goyder's Lagoon
only one rock series Is passed over, the
| lower tertiary sandstones and shales of

\the “Eyrian" series, with thelr desoiate

mantiec of glbbers and sand. A oy-
‘der’s Lagoon the YA

recent alluvinm of the
Diamantina flood plain is encountered
and is followed t through to Pandy
Pandy, where the chief camp of the
expedition was located,

the Esyrian

he surface layers of
series have been ‘hardened by silifica- |
n. and it Is the weathering of this
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Mr, Peter Bornstein will leave by the
ast-West train’ on Friday on his
urn to England, He will break nhis
ourney  at lie. and Perth to
» violin rec ; Mr. Bornstein
1l also, while in Western Australia,
Fout duties as a member of the

ian Examinations Board, aid
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Fossll ferns and the bones
;xntingtﬁ gﬂmnh suggest that
an area of heavy rainfall

with a remarkable ||
harph Pl plant and animal |
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of great
the reglon

Oof years
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Aboriginal Mouming Caps

Occasionally, also pntchﬂnrkul.li-' 5

arts:
! the country. Here and there pnne
also finds mens of silicifled tree
trunks which show beéautiful presgerva-

Among other interesting features of
the gibber country are the sandhills,
These streteh for miles as long, narrow,
parallel ridges in a north-west-south-
east direction. They appear to be ad-
vancing in a north-westerly directlon,
as Is strikingly illustrated by engulfed
coolebah trees, and in one place by tho
]Jr?_itzroﬁlvn covering of the road at the
northern extremity of a sandhill
These  dunes are frultful hunting
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gypseous elay, are found. ‘The abori- i

{ginal mourning caps, worn by the! 4 Mr, Wil

iaira ' s misam, | gidow on the death of her h 11iams rleombe Gold

" Tha pibber-strewn plains of the ."ﬂ"i are made of this kopl; a simplified or an essay on the application

rlh-cast once teemed tm:h -'T”"*}f. mn:ﬂmu custom was mﬂﬁl E}g of H’ﬁ" to pmm. i
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| Fenner, a m#mgcr‘ of the recent Uni- || of umd are h{s B.Se. degree he a new book,

“Papuans of the Trans-Fly," which Is
A e nigeafan
for versity y '

In Papua Mr. Willlams publishes a
paper called “The Papuan Villager,”
which Is widely read among the native"
population. The material used b
writtén in the simplest English, and
deals mainly with affalrs of interest to®
the natives. who contribute much of™

the news and mapy of the articles andl
storles published. ‘The paper is pubs
lished o encourage the natives to read|™
and speak English, and to provide

‘hem with Interestineg reading matter,

3

grounds for native implements.

Old native camp sites are to be
found on almost any sandhill, for here
they had a soft floor, and an easy sofl
in which to erect thelr shelters, while
water could generally be obtained from
a soak at the bottom of the sandhill,
or from a nearby waterhole, The
quality of the stones used for imple-
ment-making varies, but most are “im-
ported,” often from lontg distances.” A
remarkable uniformity in the kind of
rock used for grinding-stones was
noticed. It {s a coarse-grained sand-
stone, and spe-:imenfs of it were found
In every camp site visited, from Marree
to Pandy Pandy., This particnlar rock
does not occur locally, but we were told
that 1t may have comae from the eastern
slopes of the Flinders Ranges.

A remarkable difference exists be-
tween the beds of the two rivers run-
ning through the area, the Cooper and.
the Diamantina, The Cooper s

.

A many of the native customs as pos-
sible were being retained, but It was
impossible to perpetuate the whole of |
the native culture, added Mr. Willlams. |
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Vanishing Tribes Of

Arunta Desert
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bounded on each side by a vague line
of sandhills, whereas at Pandy, on the

Diamantina, there i& a deep channel,

30-40 feet deep and 50 vards gaeross,
cut through greyvish alluyium, The
banks and flood plainsof each river are |
covered with coolebah trees, but about
B0 per cent. of those In the Cooper are
dead, whereas the majority on the Dia-
mantina are living,

Last Flooded 17 Years Ago

The last flood on the Cooper ﬂf:-li
curred 17 years
the Diamantina

of the river extendl for miles across the
flood plain, and on the retreat of the
water and subsequent drying of  the
goll, greay cracks are produced in the

round; some of those ab Pandy were up mulation :‘nta' 1 t
§ across and two or threelthe cattle stations of the North-East.” |
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0 four Inche
feet deep.

A remarkable transition from the
gibber country was seen In m short run
out from Marree to the Plenie Grounds,
ubout six miles away. For the past two
weeks our travels had been confined to
hundreds of miles of the tertiary and
the’ recent deposits of the Oreat Ar.
teslan Basin, very flat and compara-
tively low, A short motor run brought
us amongst the anclent rocks of tha
Willouran Range, an old worn-down
east-west ridge of highly-folded rocks.
Beautiful scarps and dip slopes could
be seen, the reddish rocks jutting out
soll or vegetation,

Al the Plenie Ground itself we were
shown a face of rock covered with
aboriginal éarvings, representing human

feet and various animal tracks. A little
searching showed that almost eyery
sultable face in the vielnity was so!
carved; and scattered over the ground
Were A Jarge number of quartz and fint
Implements, most of them ot somewhat |
erude wnrkmn.nﬁhiﬂ.

The most arresting feature of the
country traversed in the trun lourney
to Adelalde, apart from the Eorgeous
colors and magnificent seenery: of the
Hunﬂ Flinders Ranges, was noted after

ng Hawker southward. This was
he strange unreal green of the
covered landscapes.
its contrast wit
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thropological expedition, is

0, but a big flood on| Lake Eyre basin.
3 usual about every|life
scyen years. During a flood the waters| 5,

COMING OF WHITE
MAN
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The pathetic subject of the following '
article by Mr. Norman B, Tindale, eth-

|'nologist at the 5.A. Museum, who wos

a member of the recent Umversily an-|
the wvan-
ishing tribes of the Arunta Deserl and
In describing the
history of a full-blooded aborimne,
says that that {¢ may be regardsd
as “an epitome of the nmatwes contact |
with Furopeans, their gradual weamng @
from the nomadio life, and their trans-
the hangers-on about

By NORMAN B. TINDALE

It Is often asked, “What does an
ethnologist do on a trip whose princi- |
pal purpose is the making of anthro-
pometric measurements of the abori-
gines?” TFirst and foremost,” he photo=
graphs each individual studied, num-
bers, him_or her, marking the person's
shoulder with green paint. In the
case of semi-civillsed natives, he
aflixes a number tag to their clothes. |
He then nsks a routine of some 50
searching questions, regarding the per-
son’s name, tribe, place of birth,
parents, children, and so on. Surpris-
Ing sldelights appear during this en-
quiry—fathers who have forgotten the

names of thelr daughters; sons whose
real fathers have been dend so long
that it is with difficult they recall tha
the man they call Ia{her is only

adopted one: Infants who have no

named, resul perha
fond father sen uﬁ; mlgﬂme
le

| to the mother as ﬁ;% to him
know at once what she is goin call
¢ child. “To ways we caﬁ him;'
the result may be Pon-Pontanun, and|
hls “white fellow name,” Little Johnny, |
fter father, So “Johnn hites |
11 him_ becomes *
In all 40 individ
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