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Heralded by a hel-
lish outery, the 1947

University proces-
gion burst upon a
gstartled . Adelnide

population at 1.30
p.m. on Friday,
25th.. Local inhabi-
tants, momentarily
stunned with shock,
goon vrallied wound
and formed an ap-
preciative audience
of 30,000 as the pro-
cession really got
u&der way.

Two heavily camouflaged ‘“plain-
clothes speedcops” led the way with
the legend, “Simple but Catching!”
above their motor cycle outfit. This
apparently wag too subtle for the
onlookers, who displayed more hilarity
at the appearance of ‘‘the result of
Calwell’s quest for migrants.” Under
banners of “Calwell’'s Chicks,” “Wogs

Galore,” a more heterogeneous collee- -

tion of villainous-looking cut-throats
could not have been found at the docks
of Marseilles (only at the University
of Adelaide!)

Parodies on politics formed the
main content of the procession, several
prominent figures collecting their
share of unexpected publicity.

The Prime Minister would no doubt
have been highly gratified had he seen
the Engineers’ placard and pithy sug-
gestion, “Ned Kelly for Prime
Minister!” which was closely followed
by one of the Dental displays of a
formidable set of false teeth “to help
‘Chif.’ take his £500 bite!”

“Boycott. Forbes for Treagurer!”
the satirical comment on our re-
nowned “financier,” drew its share of
laughs from the now highly amused
spectators.

The Medical Faculty struck imme-
diate response with their hospital bed,
and patient wearing top hat, together
with a huge jar of blue liquid with its
notice, “Putting Blue Blood into Mr.
McKell!” ‘

The Big TFour were impressively

“arrayed avound a table, with the

troubles of the world weighing heavily
upon their shoulders, deeply engrossed
in a game of poker. Their notice,
“Silence, Please” ensured freedom
from interruption and permitted pro-
found concentration.

A sinister-looking car bearing co-
pious witticisms, e.g., “Moscow Trad-
ing Co,” “0Oil for the Lamps of
China” and “Wot! . No Vodka?”’ en-
closed the Socialist fraternity, possibly
plotting more clandestine outrages.
The President, complete with cloak
and dagger, elung precariously to the
back (perhaps keeping “nit” for his
comrades) and spent his time darting
furtive leers thither and hence at the
awed rahble.

Politics exhausted, students drew
from other channels of their fertile

(Continued on Page 6)
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General Iron-
mongery in-
vesting the
citizens of
Adelaide with
the Royal Or-
der of the Hei-
fer (R.0.0x.)

~—(Bloek by cour-
tesy "'Mail.")

Industrial Regulation in Aus-
tralia, O. de R. Foenander, 17/6
Building Construction. Advanced
Course. 15th Edition. Mitchell.

£1/5/9
Organisation and Management,
in Industry and Business. W. B.
Cornell .. ., .. £2/10/-

ﬂ UT
BOOK SHOP
224 North Terrace .. . C 5559
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UNION REPORT ON REFECTORY

rMHE House Committee of the Union Council has received from the President. of the S.R.C.,
and discussed, a petition signed by about 600 students protesting against conditions ob-
taining in the Refectory at the present time. There is little or no «_groupjd' fqr some of the
complaints; the complaints that are genuine and substantial have their origin in the extreme
difficulties under which the Refectory has been working during the last few years.

The ' difficulties arise directly from
the large increase. in the number of
gtiudents who use the Refectory. The
accommodation and equipment in the
kitchen and servery are now totally

inadequate to the task of dealing
with these numbers. ' Shortage -of
staff also has been a real difficulty.
It has been almost impossible to: get

_trained staff, and additional staff, if

available, could not be housed ade-
quately. . T
“The last extensions. to the Refec-
_tory buildings were made at the be-
(Continued on Page 10)
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TIiLL T

Those who won our independence believed that the final
end of the State was to make men free to develep their faculties
~and that in its government the deliberative forces should
prevail over the arbitrary. They valued liberty both as an
end and as a means., They believed liberty to be the secret
of happiness, and courage te be the secret of liberty. They
believed that freedom ‘to think as you will and to speak as
you think are means  indispensable to the discovery and
spread of political truth. That without free speech and
svssembly, discussion would be futile; that with them, discus-
sion affords ordinarily adeguate plotectlon against the dis-
semination of noxious doctrine; that the greatest menace to
-freedom is an inert people; that public discussion is a political
duty; and that this should be the fundamental principle of the
government.
institutions are subject. Butl they knew that order cannot
be secured merely through fear of punishment fer its infrac-
tion; that it is hazardous to discourage thought, hope, and
imagination; that fear breeds replression; that repression
breeds hate; that hate meénaces stable government; that the
path of safety lies in the opportunity to discuss freely supposed
grievances and proposed remedies; and that the fitting remedy
for evil counsels is-good -ones. Believing in the power of
reason as applied through public discussion, they eschewed
silence coerced by law-——the argument of force in its worst
Recognising- the occasional tyrannies of governing
majorities, they amended the constitution so that free speech
and assembly should be guaranteed.

—Mv7, Justice Louis D. Brandeis concurring in the Judgment in
Whitney v. California, 274, U.S. 357, 875-76.

IE END OF

They iwecognised the risks to which all human

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS

CHEMICAL APPARATUS
SCIENTIFIC GLASSWARE

From

A M BICKFORD & SONS LTD.

42 CURRIE STREET, ADELAIDE—"THE HOUSE OF QUALITY"

Tsaa

RED HEN CAFE

: (Opposite Richmond Hotel in Richmond ‘Arcade)

COFFEE LOUNGE AND GRILL ROOM
Open 8 a.m. to 12 Midnight Every Day .
Convepient for Students. - Service and Civility Our Motto

OUT OF THE DIM DARKNESS
OF HISTORY

PAST PRLSAGLS FUTURE

HE following is an extract
from the 1936 Union Hand-
book. Dignity compels us to re-
frain from comment on the con-
cluding paragraph,

“On Dit.”

“Dxcept for a short-lived resur-
rection in 1934, the “Varsity Ragge”
is now well bu11ed and lost to the
gight of man. In 1932 it was ve-
modelled and rechristened, and a regu-
lar editor was dppnmted The new
product, “On Dit,” now appears more
or less 1egula11y every fortnight,
and though the subject of loud and
long ecriticism usually deserved, but
‘sometimes unjustified, it has con-
tinued to exist as the ovgan of pub-
lic opinion.

“In truth, most of the defects are
not due to the shortcomings of the
editorial staff, They make constant
acrimonious remarks concerning the
appalling apathy of students, who
are content to criticise without mal-
ing any effort to put their remarks
into practice. It should be remem-
bered that the editor and staf are
not there to compile each number
in toto, although, nnhappily, such is
not rare; their job is rather to sift
the volume of articles, ete., which
ought to flood them.

“Towards the end of last year,

S.R.C. GENERAL ELECTIONS

Faculty Reps.
Nominations clogse on Tuesday, Sep-
temher 16, at the Union Office. Elee-
tions will be held during the week
September 22 to 26.
& £ g e

Men’s General Reps,

Nominations cloge on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 30, at the Union Office. IElee-
tions will be held during the week
October 6 to 10.

Nominations must be made on the
prescribed form, obtainable at the
Union Office, and must be signed by
the candidate, nominator and seconder.
In the case of Faculty Reps.,, these
must all be students in the same
faculty, and in the case of Men’s
General Reps., they must all be men
students.

K. T. HAMILTON,
Chief Retulmng Officer,

the editorial staff went on strike as
the result of an altercation with the
higher authorities, but there is rea-
son to suppose that this brilliant
publication will ()11Le more regale us
with current topics.”

irsRsRia e MU TN TN HNTER I

APOLOGY

“On Dit” sincerely regrets that
references to Mrs, Max Hill, in its
issme for 21/7/47 are capable of a
constriuction which is defamatory of
her.

We wish to assure Mrs, Hill and
our readers that no persounal reflec-
tion upon Myrs, Hill was, in any way,
intended.

The Editor and the writer of the
article (Mr. Brian Claridge) offers
Mrs. Hill an apology for any injury
to her feelings occasioned by the
article, i

D, BE. THOMPSON, Editor.
BRIAN CLARIDGE.

s eI ST s ETT el
EDITORIAL DICTUM

The definition of the word “Refec-
tory” given both by common usage
and in standard dictionaries ix “a
room for refreshments and meals.”
Neither kitchen nor ataff is men-
tioned in the definition.

The article “Storm .in a (Chipped)
Teacup,” was not an attack or sl
on the kitehen or staff, nor was an
altack intended.

The I'rices Commission, aflter a
gearch of the records, said that no
application for a rise in prices had
been made to them, We saw no rea-
son - to doubt thal statement. Prof,
Cﬂmpbell now informs us that per-
mission was given.

In view of the above statements
and definition we feel that the ar-
ticle was a fair criticism.

We feel that S.R.C. would have
been willing to make a statement of
the above nature had members of the
executive given them the opportumity.

We published a leter from an Ag,
Sc. student with a grievance aboui
the statutory fee. Shortly before
“On Dit” went to press this matier
had been remedied.

After eighteen months it ap-
pears that stndents are gradually
getting replies to their questions on
the statutory fee! .

Great mystery!

Convener of proc ession subject to anguish.

Agk the

City C ouncil.

Just Arrived!

Macbeth: Organic Chem1slry

Gray: Textbook of Anatomy, 1946,

Lemon & Ference: Physics

BROWN & PEARCE, 227 North Terrace
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FOR STUDENTS
ONL)

satisfied with your lec-

Are you
turers ?

What? ‘

Someone  said, “Nol”

Then the right place for you is
Sydney University, where a quiz, de-
signed to measure the efliciency of
lecturers, will be presented to stu-
dents sometime this year,

The official name of the quiz is
the Purdue Rating Scale, whicn con-
taing a series of simple questions to
be answered “Yes” ov “No.”

Sample questions:—

@® Does he (your lecturer) treat you
in a democratic spirvit ?

® Does his general scholarship ap-
pear to be of a high ovdev?

@ Is he master of the class situa-
tion?

® Does he invite and welcome criti-

cal questions upon the subject

matter of the course?

® I[s his class work prepared
thoroughly ?
® Does he stimulate interest in the

subject matter of the course?

@ Does he relate the parts of the
course and synthesise the whole
into a meaningful progression?

In addition to questions like the
above there is a list of traits, the
student being required to indicate to
what extent the lecturer gives evi-
dence of the trait. I[ we ave con-
sidering lecturer's self-reliance and
confidence, student is provided with

ating sheet scale, ranging from 10

marks to 100 under this heading. He

is aslked to assess lecturer on follow-
ing:—

@ Is he
meets

@ [Dairvly
disconcerted ?
uncertain ?

When it nrst came out in Amevica,
professors objected that young clnd

always sure of himself:
difficulties with poise?

self-confident, occasionally
Hesitant, timid,

ignorant students could not pass a

worthwhile judgment, and that they
couldn’t recognise good teaching.

Other red herrings thrown across
the quest for Lknowledge of theiv
ability included the objection that
the professors said that some stu-
deuts would assess them carvelessly,
ov with tongue in cheek—others
would base their answers upon
marks given them by their lecturers,
or else seize the opportunity of
expressing personal likes and dis-
likes,

The answer to the above is that
in using the scale, students assessed
gsomething which to them was real,
and aboul which their opiniong are
quite definite. Also student opinions
ag shown by the scale are remark-
ably cmmlslent and stable,

This is due to the fact that stu-
dents despise low standards, and are
surprigingly quick to see through
guperficiality, They recognise and
appreciate good teaching, and only in
few cases do emotional attitudes tip
the - scale.

In every. class you can always
ﬁnd one or two students who will

reckon a lectirer as the world’s
best and one or two wlho will note
him as the world’s worst.

But it was found that when you
disregard these ‘two extremes, the
picture of the . lecturer as presented
in the scale by the others merited
close study, for it was surely a good
likeness.

Personally, I think the results of

such a, quiz conducted in . Adelaide

would be very interesting, but the
possibility - of - the scheme  reaching
our University within 20 years or so,
is rather remote to my way of think-
ing,

And don’t forget if you hold any
views, strong ‘or otherwise, write
in and tell “On Dit.”

THIS ARTICLE REFERS TO NO
PERSON, LIVING OR DEAD, EX-
CEPT MAYBE THE AUTHOR,
‘gg&g IS MOSTLY DEAD ANY-

HE first step in the production of “Mulberry” Harbor was the design and construction of

the then sp-cilled “Spud Pierheads.”

These floating pierheads had to withstand storm

damage and the abuse of fast loading and unloading, and also had to be capable of constant
raising and lowering to adjust the tidal action.
bocnety address on “Mulberry” Harbor.
invasion of France in June, 1944,

This was explained during an Engineering
This artificial harbor ensured the success of the

The experience gained in the con-
struction (at Renfrew, in 1923) of
the dipper dredge “Lucayan” was in-
valuable, and the design of ‘Luca-
yan” did, in fact, provide the founda-
tion of the design of the pierheads,
said Mr, Hambleton, who was chief
civilian engineer in the construction
of “Mulbeiry” IHarbor,

“Lucayan’ was 110 {t. by 44 ft.
by 11 ft., and was fitted with three
spuds or legs, two forward and one
aft, which could be moved up and
down so that by mechanically push-
ing the legs into the sea-bed, the
vessel would partially rest out of the
water, and thus the vessel was stabi-
lised and securely moored at the
desired spot. The idea was most
successful, and “Lucayan®” gave ve-
markable service at its post in Nas-
san Harbor in the Bahamas, The
“8pud Pierhead,” “Lucayan’s” dirvect
descendant, was made 200 ft. long,
GO ft. wide, and about 11 ft. from
deck level to its perfectly flat bot-
tom. Into each of the four corners
were fitted the “gpuds,” which were
90 ft. long and four feel square,
and  were conbrolled Dby enormous
winches, each weighing sixteen tons,
and driven by electric motors,  Al-
together, 22 plevheads were buill,
and the actual work of eonstruction
was  distributed among shipyards in
Tingland: and Scotland. - One en-
tirely new shipyard was built, and

two existing slipways were con-
siderably altered. Thirteen of the
pierheads  were  constructea by

Messrs, Alex Findlay & Co. Litd,, at
Leith, near Itdinburgh.

In addition to the pierheads, eight
buffer pontoons which enabled very
rapid unloading of tanks on to the
plerheads were built, Eight float-
ing dolphing, required for the tying
up of ships, and constructed from
steel tubes 456 feet in diameter and
B feet long; eoncrete pontoons, mea-
suring 80 ft. by b0 ft. used Lo con-
nect the spud pierheads; the 80 ft.
floating bridge spans which con-
nected the pievheads to the shore,
and the lurge steel or concrete floats
on which they rested; the production

of “Phoenix,” the breakwater and
conerete caissons  which  literally
turned “Mulberry” intoe a harbor;

“Mulberry” includes all these,
RACE AGAINST TIME

The buffer pontoons mentioned
were of an unusual design. The
structure measured some 80 ft. by
50 ft., and tapered .off from .about
11 ft. at the back to a few inches
at the front. The interior was hol-

‘low, and cross sectioned like an egg

box, the idea being that water could
he pumped -into required compart-
ments to give any mnecessary slope
for the unloading of different craft.
The job of constructing two of the
pontoons was given to the Dartford
Shipbuilding and Engineering Co., on
a site adjoining - Dartford - Creek,
where the stream was too narrow to
allow building at the water's edge,
and so a dry dock was specially
constructed, Both pontoons were
to be built - concurrently, .and -the
river bank wag cul away and the
basin flooded at high tide .to:. float
both vessels out together. . However,
time was short after the preparation
of the dry dock, and: it wag decided
to congentrate .all pessible' labor .on
one pontoon until it was completed.
However, the one nearest completion
wag the one furthest inshore, so No,

States Chﬁeﬁ Constructional
Engineer

1 was dismantled and its components heads and all other landing equip-
parked temporavily, The National ment, One of the major parts of
Fire Service lent their aid, and “Whale” was the construetion of 10
pumped sufficient water from the miles of floating bridge equipment,

creek into the basin to float No. 2,
which was “man-handled” into posi-
tion nearest the creek, The N.F.S,
then pumped the basin dry, and the
whole operation was completed in
12 hours,

No firm  produced the complete
bridge spans required, but the spans
were made up of a very large num-
her of smaller components which
had to bhe capable of being fitted
together like Meccano., Altogether
sonte 85,000 tons of structural steel-
work was involved, comprising over
200, different components, and yet
production was so organised that all
these parts went, readily together
on receipt at Army assembly sites,

The contract for the fust “spud
pierhead” was placed in the sumimer

The fitting of the spud columny
presented considerable  difficulty.

arge Tloating cranes were used,
and all the columns were fitted at o
southern port, to which the otherwise
completed pierheads were towed.
Time was very short when the work
began, and few facilities oxisted for

workmen who were brought from of 1042, and this was the first part
all over the country. Living accom- of “Mulberry” on which work began.
modation could only be found 10  The construction of “Mulberry” was

miles from the fitting-oult depot, and

completed on May 25, 1944, and con-
vet men worked 12-14 hours a day.

sidering the size 0f the project, and
the time in which it was completed,
we ‘who heard Mr., Hambleton could
but agree with him that it was the
“eighth wonder of the world.”

EIGHTH WONDER OF THE
WORLD

It was pointed out before that the
“Phoenix” project- way one section
of “Mulberry.,” The other section,
known as “Whale,” included the pier-

It is hoped that this year’s En-
gingering Magazine will contain the
uoﬁlplete text of. My, FHambleton’s
talik,

“Monty” (??) and the Lord Mare before venturing to Keswick Bar-
racks where they received a galute, to a well-known venovated barn
of mnobocracy, and to St. Peter’'s College where they inspected the
Library and signed autograph boo ks.

W.E.A. BOOKROOM

... 22/B

Fisher: Design of Experiments .. . ., ..

Roberts: Heat and Thermodynamics. .- 51/6

U.S. Dept. of Agriculiure: Keeping leestock Hedlthy,
{Agricultural Yearbook 1942) ... e . 16/9

Rep@rt of the Joint Canithittee bn Stdndczrel Spec1f1catlons=
~ " for - Concreté and - ‘Reinforced Concrete {with -
. supplement) .. .. ... .. .. . e
Caunt : Elementary chlculus Vo s e e e
French: Engineering Drawing ., . v fie oot

WESTERN DRIVE. UNIVERSITY R
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RESULT OF PROTEST MEETING /fdé% Chattor

- VICE-CHANCELLOR TALKS TO SRC EXECUTIVE

MATTERS relating to the motions passed at the Special General Meeting on June 26 were
discussed by the President and Seeretary of the Students’ Representative Couneil with
- the Vice-Chancellor, following his invitation, on July 4. ‘

Professor McKellar Stewart began
by querying the phrase, “the method
of imposition.” We then explained
the way in which the new constitu-
tion was introduced and he agreed
that it might have been put before
the students for their consideration.

He explained in some detail the
origin of the statutory fee which
arose from the decision of the Uni-
versity Council that there should be
& general fee governing student
activities: Universities in the Britisi
Empire and America were questioned
concerning similar fees, their pur-
pose, their amount and the method
of levy, and after consideration, the
University Council decided on a
statutory fee of £3/3/-.

The income from this fee was con-
siderable, and the University Coun-
cil decided that it would 1equire
careful administration. This, com-
bined with the fact that the couneil
looked upon that income as Univer-

gity funds, led to the decision that
something more permanent than the
existing Union constitution . was
needed. The Union Council was
therefore established.

In setting up this hody, the Uni-
versity Council recognised the three
intevests—staft, students and gradu-

ales. The Sports Association was
brought into the Union, the Stu-
dents’ Representative Council was

evolved to meet student interests and
the relationship with graduates was
made more definite. The idez, to use
Frofessor McKellar Stewart’s own
words, was to make the Union “one
family.”

The University Council thus set up
the Union Council as the body ad
ministering the funds of the Union.
However, the Professor was careful
to point out then, and later in the
day at the W.S.R. meeting, that
really the Union had no money—that

money was part of University funds
administered by the Union Council,
The University, in granting parg
of its funds to the Union Council
gave that body a completely free
hand to use the money as il saw
fit—no specific purposes for its usc
were laid down.

The opinions and feelings of the
students were raised throughout the
discussion and given full considera-
tion. Professor MeKellar Stewart
concluded by asking that we bring
forward the changes which we de-
sired and assured us that they would
be considered through the wusual
channels. In effect, this means that
they will come before the Union
Council, who will refer them bhuck
to the three bodies comprising that
Council, and then if agreed upon
will be veferred to the University
Couneil,

. 8. HETZEL,
President S.R.C.

BRITAIN’S

"ECONOMIC DUNKIRK”

THE DOLLAR SHORTAGE AND AUSTRALIA

DDRESSING the Political and International Relations Club on Wednesday, July 23, on the

subject “The Dollar and Us,” Mr. Ramsay, B.Ee., sai
England and Australia for the next generation

During the war, Britain lost
£6,000,000,000 in credits and, along
with most of Euvope, she now found
herself a debtor to the U.S.A. Great
difficulty was now being experienced
in effecting a change-over to a
peace-time economy, The two main
causes of this difficulty were: (1)
the concentration of industry during
the war on essential war produc-
tion (to a far greater extent than
in U.S.A.); (2) the mechanical de-
cadence of several important indus-
tries, e.g., steel, textiles and rail-
ways.

New machinery and tools were
reeded from the “hard” currency
{dollar) areas, but unfortunately
little was forthcoming. This ten-
dency was intensified by rising food

prices in U.S.A. which were absorb-.

ing. far more of the American Loan
than had been intended in the pur-
chase of food. The crisis was rapidly
approaching as the Loan would prob-
ably run out at the end of this year.

Mr. Ramsay considered that it
would take approximately ten years
to -complete the re-establishment of

British industry.  In the meantime,
despite increased production, Eng-
land could only pay for 25 per cent.
of the food and raw. materials which
she had to import from dollay areas.
Without these she would starve. The
speaker expressed the opinion that,

Medicaf Students

We carry full stocks of Mediedl
Books, . Haemocytometers,  Sahli
Haemoglobinometers, Head Mirrers,

Stethoscopes, Mercurial Sphy-
momanometers, . Slides, Cover
Gleosses, Surgeons’ . -Gloves,

- Ophthalmoscopes, Auriscopss, and
Surgical Instruments,

Journals, Periodicals. :
.Locums ‘Arranged.

Malcolm McNeil

136 GRENFELL ST, ADELAIDE.
[ ‘Phone Cent. 4782.

while such an extreme contingency
would hardly be allowed to arise,
there was a grave danger of 2
gradual lowering of Britain’s stand-
ard of living,

This would have serious repercus-
sions in Awustralin because Britain
was our best market and formerly
took 52 per cent. of our exports, A
lowering of her living standards
would mean a decreased demand for
our wheat, wool, fruit and other ex-
ports,

In the past, Australia’s trading
accounts with U.S.A. had only been
balanced by Britain’s surplus dollar
resources in Malayan rubber aund tin.
This had now disappeared, and Ans-

d that the critical problem facing
would be the dollar shortage.

tralia was confronted with a short-
age of dollars

It was difficult, Mr. Ramsay con-
cluded," for an economist to see
a solution to the “Economic Dun-
kirk” which Britain was now facin=
Some plan must be forthcoming. A
Dominion conference would be of
material assistance.

In reply to questions, the speaker
said that a recession could be avoided
it U.S.A. faced up to the dollar
shortage and made overseas loans
quickly. The United States would
have to learn to be a creditor nation
gracetully and to let in large quanti-
ties of imports just as England had
done in the past.

SOCIALISM AND LABOR

THE PROBLEM OF

THE TRANSITION

THE Director of Public Relations, Department of Post-War
Reconstruction (Dr. Lloyd Ross), addressed a well-
attended meeting in the Lady Symon last week on the subject

“Socialism and Labor.”

Dr. Ross pointed out that in imple-
menting its Socialist objective, the
Labor Party was faced with the
master problem of bridging the gap
between the two legser problems of
the theory of Socialism and its
organisation. It was necessary to
remember that when the Labor Party
was founded in 1891 it was a mass
party, representing all the progres-
sive political elements of its day.

‘While there was some ground for
purist criticism of the Party, both
the purists and TLabor had failed
to achieve the bridging of the gap
between the Socialist theory and the

Adustralian problem. Labor remained,

however, the only mass exvression
of the Australian people.
tralian Laber Party’s ability to win
election after election, its stability
and its power of recovery was prob-

‘depression in America.

The Aus-.

ably unparalleled anywhere in the
world.

In 1921, when the Party’s objec-
tive had been changed from Nation-
alisation to Socialism, there had been
a true realisation of the problems
of the transition. The tragedy was
that nothing was done.

Dr. Ross criticised the absence, in-
side Labor, of any urgent desire for
Socialism. The party’s objective was
like a text which had been turncd
to the wall, despite the threat of
' In England,
Mr. Attlee was setting about. the
construction of a Socialist State, but
in Australia there were no proposals
to nationalise steel, coal or liguor.
The new Commonwealth Bank was
not enough.

It "was an unfortunate fact, Dr.
Ross goncluded, that Labor seldom

M. Caridge)

{By

The following ave just two reasons
why you're in the wrong ’Vavsity.

We quote—

“In future the Refectory will be
open for refreshments and gossip
until 10 p.m., Monday to Thursday,
inclusive.”

Obviously, you say, it must be
one of the larger Unis—it so, you're
wrong—it was Pertl.

Re your 3-guinea touch, and don’t
all jump the first train to Brigbane.

“Men Day Students, whose fees
are pald by themselves (not by
C.RT.8.) and who do not play sporl
may obtain such refund by applying
on forms available alter July 21,7

The Labor Club over in Perth is
definitely progressive. After a Tos-
canini film, sponsored by them, had
been shown, some inquisitive charac-
ter asked what was the big idea of
the Labor Club going high-hrow;
aloresaid character appavently being
under impression that Labor Club
types had no culture ovr interest in
same.  To continue the good work,
they are presenting in the near
future the 1812 Overture and Swan
Lake Ballet excerpts.

I haven’t noticed any such cul-
tural displays being put on by the
Socialist Club, have you?

Memories of a child-—namely, John
Child, who wuas sent down by Otago
Uni. Council for his rash statements.

Point not heard before was that
he lost his job as an Keonomics Lece-
turer and forfeited a scholarship, in
addition to his trealment at hands
of Uni. Council. Total cost value
of these two being approximately
£300,

Apparently, this financial aspect of
Child’s  “sentence” was too much,
even for the Otago Uni. Council, and
they relented, allowing him to retain
his two original scholarships. 7The
only monetary loss now incurred by
Childs is some £40, the remainder of
the assistant lecturer’s salavy, and
a potential £10 from marking fees.
And all this bother because—“out
of the mouth of Childg——"

Personal,—Who was that chap we
saw at the Kngineers’ Ball wearing
that immaculate dinner suit with a
spot of mud on each elbow. IPul—
lease!

There is a Lype who won't Delieve

in God

reasons various but uniformly

odd. ’

It never seems to come into his head

That though he asks for stones he
still gets bread!

Tor

—B.P.

COMMERCE
BALL

REFECTORY

Friday, August 9

BEST FOR THE YEARI
TICKETS, 4/6, UNION OFFICE

planned ahead to solve its problems, .
but waited, instead, until it bumped
up. against them, The final test
would be whether it could rally. its
forces, when the time came, to solve
the problems which the next depres-
slon would produce. If Labor failed
In this task no one else would suc-
ceed, There would only be further
disintegration or victory for the
Right, T
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In Memaoriam

of the suggested suspension of '"on dit" for publishing a student letter on union fees without notifying
authorifies, and the article on refecfory conditions, for which the s.r.c. deemed an apology unnecessary.

of wha'l' this page might have contained if dlgm'l'y did not prevail.

of your money which might have been devoted to "on dit" had no'l' the s.r.c. donated it fo sendmg john
redrup to the prague conference of the international union of students li.u.s.] after it became known that the
national union of australian university students [n.u.a.u.s.]) executive had already sent him overseas without

adequate financial backing; australia already had fwo observers on the spot and had disaffiliated from i.u.s.
for certain reasons.

It is unlikely that there will be any more issues of “on dit" this year.

With deep respect.—R.I.P.
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FIERY RUGBY

Reversing the tables on a previous
defeat, the A Rugby -convincingly
ran through West Torrens the other
week on the Graduates’ Oval. The
aggressive visitors were held ahmost
scoreless, making but one try.

Open back play was the reason.
Always nice to watch, the back line
functioned like inspired automans,
feeding the ball assidiously to Jose
and Carter, our two jet-propelled
wingers. The game was by no
means one-gided, and at one stage
the bustling forward play of West
Torrens had us strictly on the de-
fensive. But good tackling stopped
any hreak through.

Tim Wall played hig last game
before leaving for Cambridge. In
higs first sgeason at rughy he has
played at wing, inside centre and
full-back with equal distinction, A
very safe handler with a speedy
pair of feet, possessor of a deceptive
swerve and an accurate kick, he
combines intelligence with muscle,
and should go far in England,

Joge played an outstanding game
on -the wing, scoring four {tries,

while Forbes and Mellor handled par--

ticularly well.

The forwards still have that weak-
ness in backing up. It's unfortunate
that the backs are so good, for the
forwards seem content to lheel it
out—and I'll give you they do that
with consummate ability, sometimes,
Put never get out along the back-
ine,

However, +they weren't really
needed, for we won, 25-3.
A BITTER DRAW

Last Saturday was our long

awaited match against the premiers,
Woodville, the cockiest lot of blokes
you've ever met. It was a hard bat-
tle, with Varsity incessantly attack-
ing, but never quite making, it.

In the first half Woodville started
off by scoring from 2 free. . Hone

immediately picked on  the backs.

They - were awarded another
and scored again.

‘ free
Then the game

KEN TREGONNING BITES THE DUST

FOOTBALLERS FAIL ON' SUCCESSIVE SATURDAYS

N July 19, the University A team travelled down to the
Largs Reserve Oval to play Exeter and fight out the right

to stay in top position.

From the first bounce, Exeter raced
away, and with accurate shooting for
goal scon had a comfortable lead,
They were playing brilliant non-stop
foothall, and their control of the ball
was uncanny. We were just not in
the race, and at half-time they lad
a nice lead of eight goals.

However, remembering the last time
we met, when they were seven goalg
in front at this stage, and won by
only five points, we commenced the
third quarter full of hope. At this
stage the rucks struck form, and it
looked as though we would make a
game of it,

Robinson, having reached the hun-

Veteran Stars

dred game mark, showed us how to
start on another century, and with
aceurate knocking and anticipation
cheered our hearts and increased our
efforts, We outscored Exeter hy three
goals this quarter and by two points
in the final term, and finished with
two more scoring shots than our
opponents, so although we were badly
beaten, we fought it out to the finish.

pity we could not kick straight.
Dewar was unlucky in injuring a
knee in the third quarter and had
to retive, while White, playing in a
new position on a wing ‘showed de-
lightful form. ‘Abbott was again a
pleasure to watch, while Welch can

he congratulated for his intellipent

and vigorous play., Holmes and
Davies alse showed to advantage,
Murray for his anticipation and elear-
ing dashes, and Don for his tigerish
efforte to raise both flags.

Scores: Exeter 17—7; University
11—15.  Best players: Robinson,
White, Abbott, Weleh, Holmes, Davies,

& Ed i £

On July 26 Varsity went to Walker-
ville very keen to safeguard the minor
premierghip.  This small oval has
been the site of the downfall of many
a Varsity team.

Dewar and Abbott were out of
the side through injury and were re-
placed by Sandover and Streng.

Varsity attacked strongly from the
beginning. © Our forward lines were
funetioning smoothly with Davies and
O'Toughlin  playing fast, clever
foothall,  Walkerville attacks were
held up repeatedly by Brebner at
half-back,

The second quarter was very even,
but Walkerville seemed much more
at home on the small oval. At half-
time they led by 9 points. Sandover
left the field with a groin injury and
was replaced by Duffy.

In the third quarter Walkerville
played good foothall, to lose this mateh
meant “curtaing” for their semi-final
chances. Butterworth went off and

see-sawed backwards and forwards,
with the Woodville pack successfully
blocking ‘all runs by our wingers.
They made good use of the sun, but
Mofflin, that ‘runt with the grunt”’
marked well and stopped all rusghes.

In-the second half, the backline
of each side eliminated the other,
and the two tries scored by Varsity
came from the forwards,

Hone was awarded a free kick just
inside - their ' twenty-five, He dug
his heel in the turf, obviously pre-
baratory to a place kick for goal.
The Woodville sheep all turned and

commenced walking back, whereupon
Hone' gave an ipsy-wipsy kick,
caught it on the way down . and
brughed past the tricked Woodvil-
liang to touch down. A very clever
plece of work.

We were not getting the ball in
the line-outs at all, but onee Phoenix
managed to grab it from a sluggish
opponent and make the line a few
yards away.

. Final scores—Varsity 6, Woodville

Best

"Hon
Phoenix, one

players— Moftlin, -
Forbes Botham.

At “lem-

was replaced by Bungey,
oms” we were three goals down and
rearing for a last quarter dash,

In the first 15 minutes of the
quarter we had whittled down
Walkerville’s lead to a few points, and
the excitement on the field and on
the mound became terrvifie. Our back
lines were holding well, hut our for-
wards had to battle for every kick
with their opponents, Our forward
lines were crowded, and many times
the ball reached our goalmouth only
to he forced away from under a
heap of a dozen hodies. The bell went
with Varsity 5 points down.

Robingon wus the pick of the rucks,
hitting out and marking strongly. He
had the task of shadowing Bennetts
which he did well. Brebner played
ancther excellent game, and Wood-
ward held his wing all day. Davies
and O’Loughlin played clever foothall
all day. Don has reccived a terrific
amount of attention from opposing
baclimen, yet always wing on the day.
Goode showed his old form at half-
back by marling well and clearing
with accurate kicks. Bungey must
be mentioned for a good effort in de-
fenee when he ecame on in the last
quarter. )

Scores: Walkerville 14—17; Varsity
14—12, -

00
AWARD OF BLUES

The following have been awaided
theiy blue:—
- Cricket—H, Douglas,
Tennis—G. Battye.
Athletics—J. Copley, A, Jose.
Rugby—W. Carter, J. Botham.

Golf—J. M, “Griggs;, D. Laidlaw,

, C. Wilson.

Boat—I, Furler, K, Magarey, J.
Whitehouse.

The following were awarded their
club letters;— -
Rugby—R. Wallman, P. Lawton, T.
Wall, C. Kneebone, J. Forbes,
G. Nunn, J. Phoenix.
Cricket—L. Smart, G. Davies, R,
. Stagg. - :
Tennis—M. Astley, M. Bills, G.
Brookman, H. Welch.
Athletics—P. * Havbison, -P. . Bro-
i kengha,
Boat—R. Cooter, A. Curry, 2. Mon-
crieff,
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“Bob’s Y'r Uncle.”

reltinue et al in the triumphal

“Governor-Gen eral” or

No Hope. The G.G.s
march. :

PROCESSION

(Continued from Page 1)

imaginations to furnish amusement
for all and sundry.

The graceful limbs of the Phys,
LEd. girls, displayed from preselected
positions of vantage on their float,
gucceeded in riveting undivided atten-
tion ‘upon them for a suspiciously
long time, Numerous other truck-
loads of feminine pulehritude, intei-
spersed at regular inteéryals along the
votte, created timely 'diversions; these
emanated chiefly from Physiotherapy
aid Theatre Guild enthusiasts, Occa-
sional glimpses’ were ‘catight also "of
a  fast-moving - tdhdem' bearving the
pious legend, “The Lost Week-end,”
(plus empty acecessories!).

Commerce students threw mathe-

maticiaus into confugion with their
rémarkable phenomenon, on top - of
a 10.ft, pas pipe, “The Self-balancing
Ledger.”
-~ Radio fans of “Dr. Mac” were pro-
vided: with :an opportunity to express
their admiration when a canny Scots-
man in full regalia hobbled along on
an elderly draught horse, labelled be-
yond any ambiguity, “Aye! It's Me!”
Students cariied  a bag - behind. the
horse as they were not permitted to
distribute matter.

The “On Dit” float (in all modesty)
displayed the pungent wit of its
staff in varvious degrees of splendor,
not. the least of which was evinced
in a simple, but effective, display of
feminity under the caption of “Prin-
ters’ Type!”

A score'or'so of decrepit and dilapi-
dated, pre-war conveyances - (complete
with sound effects!) added tone and
distinetion to the procession, and cre-
ated as much general laughter as the
more spectacular exhibits. . :

When- finer subtleties evaded their
profound intellects, students degener-
atéd to the traditional forms of re-
fined crudities, such as “Souvenirs of

Bernborough—~6d. a oag!” “This Year's

Fun on Wheelg,” “Last Year's Fun
on' Wheels,” “For That BEasy Motion,”
etc., mostly too pornographic to sneak
past ' the censor; but .all added to the
atimosphere of -youthful -exuberance
that made ‘the wliole ‘show" such ..an
unqualified success.” HUTe e

Bringing up the rear, with dignity
of bearing as befitting one of such
exalted rank. “General Ironmongery”
“took off” Monty so effectively ‘as to
warrant. headlines in our local papers.

A SUCCESS

The Police Force are to be thanked
for their co-operation throughout. To’
them- the kknowledge that a University
procession is held but once a year is
a thought which at times they must
find highly gratifying.

The. conveners, Brian Claridge and
Len Perkins, did a magnificent job
in this revival of the Vargity’s ancient
glory. The only two items missing
nr{)w are a student revue and student
life. ' :

10———
B RUGBY

B Grade have not quite come
up to the great things expected of
them. It is still hoped to have two
A Grade teams by the end. of the
year. To do that our B team must
defeat the bottom A Grade team, and
that is Dbeyond them at present.
Something is- wrong in the backline.
In my opinion the players are in
the wrong positions. - Birdseye needs
a change, and would meake a -good
inner-centre. Cleland is as tight as
a fish at five-eighth, and should go
half. Still anything is possible with
men like Doughety and Merrity in
the team, " ‘

. The

WOMEN'S SPORT
BASKETBALL

[farly morning practices have im-
proved the -play of the University
women's “A” grade basketball team.
On July 19, *Varsity played the
Fostal institute’s team, and il was
quite a battle—however, the Insti-
%7 goals to 22, Di Eldridge and
tute team won by a narrow imargin,

Edith Xirkman were the stars in
this match. )
On July 26, it was a different

story—the Ladyped team walked all
over 'Varsity team, scoring 33 goals
vwhile ‘Varsity managed to score
only 8 goals. In “C” grade, Holdens
accounted for *Varsity 34 goals to
11.

M
HOCKEY

In hockey wonen’s “A” team con-
tinues to win its matches.  On July
19, they defeated Heathpool 2 goals
to 1—Jo Kelly scored the 2 goals
in fine style—one a very neat angled
shot, and the second off a penalty
bully with the Heathpool goalie—
Viv Haslam.

Public Service and ’Varsity drew
in the “C” grade match, 3 goals all,
and the “B’ grade team had o bye.

Attacking strongly from the first
whistle, 'Vargity “A” team built up
a lead of 4 goals to 1 by hall time,
in their mateh against Wirrawarra,
on July 26, Wirrawara, " missing
many opportunities, scored only one
goal in the last half, while "Varsity
attled on 5§ more goals, and 8o
substantiated their claim to the pre-
miership. Monica Williams hit 4
goals in the mateh, Jo Kelly scored
8, Mary McTaggart and
Fricker, one each. The “B" team
lost to Brown Owls, 5§ goals to 3,
while the “C” team defeated Heath-
pool, 2 goals to 1. The “E” grade
are continuing their winning run,
defeating Y.W.C.A., 8 goals to 1,

Muriel

The result of artificial insemination,

PARS. AND JARS

1t seems that the University is
not the only place where students
have grievances over excessive statu-
tory fees, The present unrest in ths
University is also found in the
Tenchers’ College. Normally college
students pay 4£2/2/- to their asso-
ciation and a further £1/1/- to the
University Union. Now a surcharge
of 7/- per student is being forced
from college members to pay the
expenges of an interstate carnival
between Melbourne and Adelaide in
the final week of the termn.
H2 Ed * L3

The power that students possess in
the management of their affairs
within this Union is manifested in
a vecent decision of your Students’
Representative  Council. It hap-
pened this way: Next month the
International Union of Students (to
which you belong) will be holding its
annual Council meeting at Prague.

Getting ready for Smith's- Weekly Wash.

INTERVARSITY SOCCER

It seems almost certain now that
intervarsity soccer will be held in
Adelaide during the August vaecation,
and that Sydney and Melbourne will
both .visit Adelaide. Games will be
held on August 26, 27 and 28, .

— 10 s
'Varsity Men in Amateur League,

Six ’Varsity students played
the trial match on  Saturday for
the State Amateur League team.
They were Alex Tregonning (centre),
Derek. Abbott - (half-back), “Chud”
Dewar (full-back), Don Davies (half-
forward), “Og” Woodward (wing)
and Don Brebner (ruck).

in

Jack Redrup, Vice-President of the
National Union of Australian Uni-
versity Students has been sent  to
represent us, and each Australian
S.R.C. has contributed to his iravel-
ling expenses — approximately £400.
Adelaide decided to give £560, but met
a snag.  The Union Council will not
permit the S.R.C. to pay such travel-
ling expenses from your Union fees.
There is, however, a special fund of

the TUnion Counecil ~for - students
who cannot afford ta pay
fares  for = Inter-'varsity = travel.

S0, while the £3,245 “profit” which
the Union gained on last - year's
Union fees remains idle, support the
S.R.C. dance to raise the  meagre
sum of £30.
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All those students who might feel that the Adelaide University

>

was a classic example of autonomy should have heard the talk

on Austrian Universities given by Dr. Eva Texler at an

Aquinas Society meeting on Friday, July 25, in the Lady
Symon ' Hall.

There were many otherr points, however, that more than
compensated for this, including the fact that

‘Students Gan Attend

Lectures as

Despite the fact that an Austiian
University was so completely auto-
nomous that the private lives of
individuals could be subjected to in-
gpection and control, and police not
permitted to enter the University to
exercise their civil powers, there ap-
pear to be o great many advantages
which would allow Australian stu-
dents moie freedom than they might
exercise in their own Universities.

There were usually three tectur-
ers in each subject. The student
was permitted to attend any lecture
he pleased. If there were two stu-
dents besides himself, the lecturer
was  obliged to continue. If the
student did not feel the lectures were
worthwhile they mneed not attend.
The lecturers were engaged in con-
tinuous research work and so were
employed in spite of student re-
aetion,

VIVA EXAMS ONLY
Students did not need textbook
study to pass an exam., sineo lee-
turers were usually of a very ligh
standard and lecture notes were suf-
ficient,

Lecturers could lecture for hours
without reference vo book: or notes.
They were men of mrat praetical
experience, the udnimum  age  fur
their selection being 45, and 'the
maximum 70. They were paid by

the Government and were engaged
in research. ‘

In all faculties except philosophy
which is equivalent to our Axnts,
there were only viva and no writ-
ten exams, Nevertheless, the exams.
required a thorough knowledge to
pass, and whilst individual, were
much more comprehensive,

NO STUDENT BODY OR FERE

There was no combined student
organisation like our S.R.C., but the
absence was never noticed (and prob-

ably it would be likewise in Ade-

laide, too, if there were no S.R.C.).
Again, there was no other fee
than that required for the subjects

They Pi

~—no Union fee,
trian
tioning.
Not only that, all instruments are
provided by the Government.

Not being a community body, in
the Augtralian sense, i

ease

It is believed Aus-
Universities arve still fune-

there is no

univergal Varsity paper: there are,

however, separate youth and politi-

cal organisations to watch the stu-

dents’ interests.

NO SAT. MORNING LECTURES
Political feeling, though 1mainly

nationalistic and cultural with the
tendency to the Right, was high, as

the pre-requisite to most govern-
mental  positions was a  degree.
Hence political parties sent their

membpers to Universities.

There were no Saturday morning
lectures, and students promenaded
the wide boulevardes in social inter-
course, Clashes oceasionally oc-
curred between rival political fac-
tions. (There is no fear of this oe-
curring here, as the studeuts, in
general, suffer from apathy.)

In Austria, there are three classes.
The upper class, which consists of
the nobility and those made famous
by philanthropy or scientific work,
all having nothing in common with
money alone; the wmiddle class con-
sists  of professional men, doctors,
ete,, mainly those people with de-
grees; the others constitute the hoi
polloi,

03
COMING EVENTS
Tuesday, August 12—Bishop Wyn
Jones, 7.30 pm., Lady Symon
Hall, supper.
August 16-17.—Iind of Term Con-
ference.  “Christian ~ Regponsi-
bility."”

All clubs and societies who have
coming events they wish to publicise,
are invited to tender them on the
Triday week preceding publication,
if we are permitted another issue,

A E@&Ny

There is a splendid zeal and en-
thusiasm in our Secialist Club, whicl,
is rightly dirvected towards the ame-
lioration of conditions for the work-
ing class in every country.

They scorn to compromise, and in
the face of the American economic
philosophy, so subtly embodied in
the national song “T'o each his own,”
they hold their noble dogma, that «ll
should share equally in the wealth
of the land. Not tor them the chains
of personal property, the degrading
effect of individual - responsibility,
the soul-destroyiung doctrines of pat-
riotism that alone keep the workers
of the world from complete mutual
accord.

The only fault to be found in the
Socialists is that they are, perhaps,
a little insular. It is selfish to de-
vote all their efforts to the land of
their birth when in Europe, the home
of Liberty, there exist c¢onditions that
cry out for justice.

There is a State where not only
the old financial distinetions, but
even 1 new tyranuy prevails. The
upper classes in this State enjoy
preference in money, but far worse
if possible, they even receive more
than their share of the basic neces-
gities, food and clothing.

The State will permit no individual
to exploit his fellows in the black
market, and this is avoided by the
simple expedient of the State run-
ning the black market. Socialists
will be the first to protest at the
injustice whereby the vieh may eat
as they wish while the poor are con-
fined to stviet rations at prices thaey
can barvely afford.

This is a military State, in which
the influence of the army, rigid with
that discipline which destroys fra-
ternity and embellished with all the
insignin  and traditions of genera-
tions Imperial arnies, is second only
to that of a form of Gestapo.

It is Lard to imagine what might
be the impact of a band of our
Socialists ~ with  their creed of
equality and fraternity on this police

State, They would fiid it hard to
get into touch with people, as a

rigid censorship protects the in-
terests of the Government, if not of
the people. Any infringement of
this censorship may easily lead to
the bleak concentration camps. But

DO YOU EAT OYSTERS?

If you enjoy airy theological bick-
ering, the coming S.C.M. end-of-
term conference will be a good one
to stay away from. DBut if you rea-
lise that:

(a) the world is, to say the least,
messy;

(b) being fortunate enough to be in

a University, we might conde-

scend to study some of the prob-

lemms the world faces;

there are some maniacs who in-

sist that Christianity is revelant

to these things,

then you should take some holdirg

back,

It’s the fivst week-end of the vac.,
August 15-17, at Holiday House, Mt.
Lofty. Tive tutorial groups will dis -
cuss different aspects of “Christian
Responsibility”—you choose the one
you want to go to. One tackleg
Christian vesponsibility as it affects
his relation with God; another as it
affects his _relations with fellow-
men; a third as it affects relations
between 1aces; another, relations be-
tween classes in society; another,
relations between nations.

Three tutorinl sessions will each
be followed by a study cirele during
which there will be ample oppor-
tunities to tear into anything with
which you disagree. Continual em-
phasis will be laid on the here-now
practical application of the problert
—we will be asking, how does it
affect YOU!

If yowve missed out on  con-
ferences so fur, shut your eyes and
make the plunge. There will be
plenty of food for thought (and you
might even enjoy yourself).

Wateh notice pourds for
details of tutorials, ete.

N.B. August 12—Lady Symon at
7.30 p.m. Bishop Wyn Jones, spon-
sored by Missionary Service Fellow-

(e)

further

ship. ~ Supper.
Socialists  have always numbered
many martyrs in their ranks, and

they could not die better than in
defence of this great nation against
its oppressors.

All that is needed is their uncon-
querable zeal and a slight knowledge
of Russian, .

B.I,

STATEMENT

To the Tuditor,
. Shr--We request you to publish the follow
mng i

On Juneé 26 the petition protesting amains.
Refectory  conditions  wns  recalved by tha
Prestdent of the 8,R.C. and referved to the
Union Tlouse Commitlee. At u apecinl maet-

e

“Calwell’s’ Chicks—Wogs Galore.”

—(Block hy - courtesy ‘‘Advertiser.’’)

~nrtiele, itg

ing on ~Walnesday, July 9, this committeo
considered the matlers raised in the petition
and prepared a slatement for the information
of students. The Chaivman of the Union
Nouse Committee (Prof. Sanders), Dr. A,
Grenfell Price and Mr, Hamilton, met the
S.R.C, on Monday, July 14, and presented
this statement. Tollowing the discussion, the
S.R.C. nceepted it and resolved that it De
wiblished in “On Dt as soon as possible,
Al short notice, the Iditor was able to make
space avallable in the fortheoming lssue, but
owing to drafting difficultics, the full atale-
ment wng not veceived in time.

In the issue of "“On Dit,” dated Menday,
July 21, there appeared an apticle, “Storm
tn a {Chipped) Tencup."” This arbicle -was
not a statement of S.1X.C. opinion on Refec-
tory conditions, - which opinion - is expressed
in the TUnion Iouse Committee statement
(#ee page 1), ;

The Chairman of the Union Counecil (Prof.
Campbell), and Prof. Sandors met the S,R.C.
oxecutive on. I'riday, July 25, to inform them
of the grave situation which had aviren as.a
vesult of the publieation of the article, The
managers and staff of the Refectory wished
to resign, but were persuaded to defer theie
decision pending S.R.C. aection.

On the following Monday (July 28) the
matter wns  considered by the SR,C,, the
majority of iwhom felt that 'the S.R.C.
conld tnke uo rvesponsibility for tho artlcle
or for the resulting situation, L

Ag three ~of the memhers of the S.R.C.
executlve, we congidered that the $,R:C. was
vesponsible. - Whatever the intentlon of the
vegults are most regrettable,
Though  the S.R.C. pees no Teason to, we
apbdlogise to Mr. and Mra, Clyde and - stafl
for- the situation in which they wore pladed.
At the same time, we have tendered _our
resignations from the executive posliions
which we hold,

P. 8. HETZEL, President 8.R.C. .
B. P. KIDMAN, " Viee-President -S.R.C.
R. B.  POTTS, Treassarer.

{It ia felt by some S,R.C. members -and
students that the coneluding  parvagraph : im-
plies lack of confidence in ‘the S.R.C., and
implies heid manners on the part of ths

. Tt i felt that it s not very commendable
to' go through the form of a resignation to
o against the majority opinion and wish of
the S.R.C. :

A hetter knowledge of the meaning of the
word ‘‘refectory’” ‘was expected from persons
of executive position.—EDITOR.)
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Monday, August 4, 1947.

“WHY SHOULD'NT SPEECH BE FREE ? VERY LITTLE OF iT IS WORTH ANYTHING."

NEUTER GENDER !
To the Editor,
“On Dit,”

Qiv,—It is my firm conviction
that it is high tiine that the Stu-
dents’ Representative Council woke
up to itself, and resigned en masse.

For the amount of useful work
they can do or have done or ave
ever likely to do, and in view of
the immense, tragic indifference ot
students to this body and their own
affairs, 1 feel, quite seriously, that
the S.R.C. represents a cologsal
waste of time, money, and energy.
TFurther it does not represent the
students.

I have been present at some of
their meetings this year, and also
I have sat on the S.R.C.s ancestral
bodies, the Union Committee and
the Combined Students’ Commitltee
in pasgt years, and I am convinced
as have been other students with
inside knowledge of the working of
so-called student autonomy, that such
a thing ig actually non-existent. It
is futile to continue to pretend that
8.R.Cs are going to do the slightest
. bit of good for themselves or any-
body else by continuing with their
farcical Gilbertian rantings over is-
gues (primarvily of their own "in-
vention) wupon which their electors
have not the slightest knowledge
ov interest, and upon which their
own opiniong are vague and uncer-
tain,

The wutter sham that surrounds
student autonomy is becoming more
and more evident. ‘

As for NU.AU.S.—for all it has
done, or is likely to do, I believe
now that a competent liaison officer,
appointed in each University, could
amply replace this cumbersome,
costly and divided orvganisation, and,
more than likely, no one would be
any the wiser,

Yours, ete, BRIAN CLARIDGE.

.S, It may be claimed that this

letter contains no constructive criti-
eism, Tt is full of constructive criti-
cism!

B.C.

H¢H

“BO JEST!”

To the Editor,

Sir,—At{ a conference held early
in the year, the Christianising of
the University was discussed as a
vital necessity. This is not a radical
bpt, in the true sense, a conservative
aim.

The idea that those who do mnot
practise the Christian veligion should
be excluded was never mmentioned,
was never conceived except in the
imagination of “Bo.” ,

A University of Christians de-
pends upon the grace of God; what
Christians should do to bring it
about is, firstly, to pray for that
grace, secondly, so to live that the
force of Christ’s teaching is visible
in their lives and, lastly, so to
equip themselves intellectually that
they may defend and extend the full-
ness of Christ's teaching.

Belief in all-merciful God does not
permit the condemnation which “Bo”
imparts to doctrine. The doctrine
which is discomforting is that it
is man’s duty to seek the truth, and
to pray for it. It is too easy to dis-
continue the search when it reaches
-guch a haven of woolly notions as
“Bo” seems tn have found. His
search has just begun. It is his duty
to examine the arguments for Chris-
tianity as well as those against.

Rayner Heppenstall,” “not himself
# practising Christian,” says “There
iz a sense in which every European
is a practising Christian . . . The
modern world has not yet found a
new centre for itself, Until il does
this is still a Christo-centric world,
and Turope is Christendom. In
that sense . . . I am very much a
practising ~ Christian.”

So is “Bo,” and most Christian
when he defends the liberty of his
mind.

Yours sincerely,
¥, B. POWER.

_——
HUMAN RIGHTS
To the Editor,

Gir,—With due respect to your new-
ly acquired “poetic licentiousness” may
I be forgiven for commenting on a
little matter of human rights and
liberties, unimportant though they
may he in this “American Century”
Howewver, owing to a conditioned 1e-
flex, due to my surroundings, I find
pen and paper protesting,

The cause of all this is the pro-
pesed importation of the latest gad-

“important

get from America; namely the Anti-
Labor Legislation. Like mosl gad-
gets it serves some purpose, al-
though il is doubtful if this one is
in any way labor-saving,

As no mention was made of ils
undoubted appearance during the
dull election campaign, it must be

put down to an oversight on the
Playboy’s part. This is extremely
unfortunate, as it would have

whooped things up no end, and Tom
can  blame himselt if the victory
seemed a bit hollow. What is more
in this proposal is its
obvious dovetailing with the ques-
tionable foreign industrialisation of
this State. Oh! How it must be ve-
assuring to American Big DBusiness

'REFECTORY

CONDITIONS

REPORT (cont.)

giming of 1988 when the Lkitchen
and servery accommodation was in-
creased.  In that year, the total num-
ber of customers served per day was
about h20, and this number included
about 60 who came for an evening
meal (o sevvice which was  diseon-
tinued during the war). Only about
two-thirds of the seating space way
oceupied at  lunch-time when the
number served between mnoon and
130 pm, was 200-250, The follow-
ing table shows the average number
ol customers per day since then:

1940 e v vor e 34
1942 o e e 600
1944 .. 770
1945 H00
1946 e e 1,220
L1947 v s e e 1,830

This year, the number served be-
tween 12 and 1.80 would be about
1,000.

At the end of 1943, the pressura
on kitchen aud servery was becoming
severe and was rvelieved somewhat
by altevations to both, by the instal-
lation of a dish-washing wmachine
in the scullery, and by the conver-
sion of the manager’s living room
on the pground floor into a chef’s
kitchen.

Until this year (1947) all food
preparation (sandwiches, rolls, sal-
ads, ete.) has been carried out in
a badly lighted and badly ventilated
room about 10 ft. x 7 ft. that was
originally the passage in the mana-
ger's residentinl quarters and is awl-
wardly placed with respect to the
servery, and ineflicient.
kitchen equipment is still of the
domestic size and pattern.

In 1944, the total kitchen and
servery accommodation was barely
sufficient to meet the needs of about
770 customers per day; it is obvious
that it is completely unable to meet
the requirements of double that num-
ber. The utmost has been done al-
ready with the existing buildings to
meet the calls on the Refectory.
No further improvement is practi-
cable until the present kitchens and
servery can be entirely replaced by
modern efficient quarters that should
be properly planned and equipped.
With this in view, the committee
have had plang under discussion for
some time. It is, however, ex-
tremely unlikely that a permit to
build could be obtained just mnow,
and the architect’s estimate of the
cost of 'a moderate extension is com-
rletely beyond the present means of
the Union.

With regard to the specific com-
plaints: crockery has been difficult
to get and very expensive.. Out of
the last order for 1 gross of mugs
wea succeeded, after delay, in getting
20 at a cost of nearly 2/- each. A
few days ago, we received a quota-
tion of 8/6 each for an inferior
article. Breakages number from 1
dozen to 2 dozen mugs per week,

Much of the

largely the rvesult of crockery being
left out in the cloisters. In 1946,
12 dozen knives were purchased at
9%/~ per dozen; the present price is
60/9 per dozen, The “mis-shapen
articles” among the cutlery are the
results of studenty’ activities. In
addition to vandalism of this kind,
stealing of Refectory property has
been taking place on a scale that is
without precedent. Since March of
this year, 50 teagpoons out of a
total of 800 have disappeaved; since
August, 1946, 130 table forks out
of a total of 470 have gone, 80
dessert forks (40 sinee March, 1947),
and so on, while soap, towels, toilet
paper and electric light globes have
disappeared from the lavalories at a
stnilar rate.

The servery s cloped for o gquarter of an
heur  doily, from 1130 to 1L45 a.m,, to
enable the stafl to prepore for the henvy
tralie at lunch-time, This praetice imposen
harsdhip on nobody, nnd the protest agaiust

it iy unropsonable In the present eiveum-
‘slances.
The statement “prices placed on  mauy

sl and simple items , . . ue often vidleus
leusly high'” is entirely without foundation,

The trading account fov the yowr 1948 is
displayed on the Union uotice-board. This
shows a grows rofit (not net profit) for tha

yonr of #2169 from which should De de.
ducted  the cost ol  replneoments  ineuvred
through Iwenkages and  theft  which e

debited to the House Account. A veduetion
of Jd. per pint in the price of milk o
students would, for exumple, wipe out this
wross profit,  In previous yenvs, brices bave
been lowered as soon as the Refoctory trads
ing necount showed n substantinl profit.

In former yenvs, mo dances continund after
midnight on Saturday. If the dinces were
held on p week night the Refectory wounld
have to be closed in the afterncon, This
would impose havdship on o  number of
students, pavticularly those who attend evon-
ing . clarses,

It ig appavent from the petition that many
students  nre completely unaware of  the
perious diffieulties under which the Refectory
has been working for some yeara. TPower
cuts, rationlng, and shortapges of stall and
equipment have added to the difficultles cre~
ated by the hnge increase in mnumbers, and
Ly the inadequaey and inéffleiency of exist-
ing plant and accommodation, Lashk yeay,
# number of women students helped as
wuitresses and sueh, Students could grently
ansist, e.g., by carvying out the rules about
the return of trays, ete., by showlng courtesy
to the domestic staff (maids have vesigned
heenuse of alleged student 1udeness), and by
confining - complainta to the proper official
channels, “i.e, to the S.R.C. or. the Union
Seeretary.  Co-operation on the part of sta-
dentn would help - appreeiably.

The committee are aware of, and. sympa.
thetic towards, the disabilities sullered hy
students in  the Refectory, as - elsewheve,
and have taken every possible step to im-
prove conditions, The possibility of import.
ing croekery, ete., divect from Tngland, is
Dbeing investigated,

Tor some time mnow,
lieen working on plans  fox

a sub-committee ha
extending the

kitchen quarters, servery, and seating sccom- °

modation in tho Refectory. It soon becmme
appurent that these plans should be consid.
erad as part of a larger long-riange scheme
in which extensive additions to the TUnion
boildings  were anticlpated, including com-
mittee rooms, clubrooms, & general assembly
hall to seat 400500, and so on. Although
many serious difficulties. have becn - en-
countered in this work, considerable progress
hag been made, and the committee hope to
Le able to hegin - these  extensions shortly
with the eraction of a kitchen and servery
block -that should be properly planned and
equipped, This would dispose of many  of
the existing difficulties.

The whole situation is once apgnin  being
hrought before the notice of the University
Gouneil,

to know that the status quo won’t be
so different out here after all.

Words aren’t necessary to say that
this is an attack on the Trade Union
Movement (how strange this is for
a progressive Government). How-

SRR N ERET SIS T
LETTER OF THE WEEK

To the LEditor,
“On Dit,”

Sir,—This letter is nol writlen
as from a member of your staff, but
merely as from an ontside obsevver.

“On Dit,” in its role of presenting
student opinion, has come under con-
siderable disfavor from the powers-
that-be, and, 1 believe, this issue has
appeared only by the skin of its teeth.

Yonr persistence in keeping before
the students aund the publie, the
anomalies that exist in our admini-
stration set-np is to be commended,
and must be continned until state-
ments from the aunthorities on these
matters appear,

The present opinions of thinking
students cannot be ignoved, and it
is useless for the authovities to say
that they have not hLad the oppor-
tunity to reply, for the issues in
question are far from new.. The
complaints over the Refectory con-
ditions, for instance, have been be-
fore us ever since I sat (in bewilder-
ment) on the Union Commiitee in
1945, and probably before that, too.
Yet what information has heen
forthecoming from the University au-
thorities on thig? Careful searching
through “On Dit” files show that,
previous to the S.R.C. statement in
your last issue, the last authoriged
statement on  Refectory - conditions
was published in “On Dit” on Sep-
tember 25, 1944—and things haven’t
improved since then! Three years
of silence have not helped matiers.

Further, it is now a month since
the special S.R.C. protest meeting
was held when distinet dissatisfac-
tion was voiced, and over a year
gince the then-existing Union set-up
was overthrown midst a storm of
protest and quervies that have never
been answered., What became of
the resolutions passed on June 26 of
this year? What word have we
heard on this?

Surely the authorities do not have
to wait for an invitation from you,
gir, before they prepare stalements

for publication on these pertinent
questions!
Admittedly; some stndents ave

hot-headed, and may not go about
agking questions in. an orthodox
manuner—(or, maybe they feel that
orthodoxy is useless, now)—bul their
persisience over the past year or so
must surely show that something is
amigs gomewhere.

1 sincerely feel that our governing
bodies should drop some of their
congervatism, and volunteer answers
to our questions, in fairness to them-
selves, and the students, and the
public.

Meanwhile, sir, perhaps “On Dit”
can keep these urgent topics alive,
being the only instrument sindents
have to make their feelings known.

Yours, etc,
BRIAN CLARIDGE.
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ever, if Australians are to be per-
mitted the right to point to their
living standards with any-pride at
all, this retrogressive legislation
nmust be stillborn,

Let me conclude by saying thak
Playford would “go oyer big” in

A.mel‘ica except - that!’ there
might miss some -of his subtler
moves. Unfortunately, the pawns

would vemain the same.
Yours, ete.,
JOE HILL.
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