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TE ADELATDE UNIVERSITY

The formal ﬂpemnfr of the University
Buildings, which took place yesterday on
the occasion of the annmal Commence-

ment, must be a subject of genuine satis-
faction to every well-wisher to the cause

of education in the colony. It is, of |

course, true, ‘as pointed out by His
Excellency, that stone and mortar cannot
make a University, that the really
1| essential elements of such an institution
are the Professors, lecturers, and students,
and that the really important factors in
its success are the interest which ~the
public take in its proceedings and the re-
spect which it gains from all classes of the
community ; but, nevertheless, 1t 1s a
oreat point gained that the institution
hag ‘at: ‘last. a hnme 3 which 1t
can ‘call “its” ‘owns 'In regal"d to the
essential mattersreferredto, everyone who

' witnessed the gathering which ook place |
in the University Library mustipecognise i
at onee the importance whichithe Uni- f

versity is acquiring in publie estimation.

The fact that five students w_'el_'e__ﬂ.-!_imlttﬂd

to the degree of Bachelor of Arts is also

one which may fairly give ground: fﬂr the |

hope that the University’s day of small

things, though certainly not yet over, is |

rapidly passing away. Last Commence-

ment. the = number was only one,.
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at the previous  one it was _four,

and the time before that, = one.

The next number will probably
show no increase on that of the
present year, owing to the fewness of ‘the

third-year students ;- but on the whole |

there cannot be a doubt that the Um-
versity is surely thuug,h slowly recum.

mending 1tsc]&to the people as . means of |

acquiring the*higher education. It cam="
not offer for: those who Lq.]a.e its de%raes
the lustre of a name dating from medieval
times, as can the classic halls of Oxford,

Cambridge, Dublin, or Edinburgh?$* but
:+ can at least offer the distinction of being !
associated | with all that there is of c:::l-
legiate distinction within the colony in tha
persons of some seventy ox eighty gentles |

men who, as His Honor the Chief Justice

|

remarked, hayve banded themselves to-:
gother with the patriotic intention - of |

advancing in their odopted land the cul

ture. which they lave recalved m t;b,g
Umvamtms of Europe. ,.

. The buildin being ﬂpened Eﬁe Prufﬂa-
'Eurs ‘and lecturers appmnted,"md i:ha cur-
qulum praacnbed the problem must now
with much greater force pmsantltaelf. as to
how the ¢lass-rooms ars to be filled with
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‘to include, v as? tlie #Chief Jﬁ

students. Aliberal policymaygreatly fz
tate the process ; the reverse may have th
effect of indefinitely retarding it:. Phework

will require a good deal of careful thought |
and pmﬂtlcal zeal, and above nll,ﬁh@ real |

magnitude of the ,task must be kept
steadily in view. The Council Tq;lll Wlf
be doing this if, like the Vm&-' hancellor,
they succeed in finding s0 I any aus
for congratulation with reg: |
has been already accomply
ingeniously constructed comparis
the : purpose. of showing . En.t South;
Australia = has already - : gmqter,
number of students in pmportmn. to
the population than such ‘a country
as England, and nearly’ as  great
a nation as Ireland. In the first place, it
nurrht not to be forgotten t.hat as the
proportion of people who can' afford to
give their children the advantages of the
higher education is much greater here |
' than in either of  the cuwan- |

tmned, and vastly in m
especmlly, Suuth;.?-.-A sk
duubtedl have more ﬁtude g in”

tion to the population than t-ha;r
the second pta.ueﬁﬁ‘ﬁmbbﬂodslj; al
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all Ilﬂll—mﬂ.tnmﬂam stu - -'~..=:r: *

ing rtion.
of Suuth Am

that by this method
University could bnaaﬁ
students last year, whick
increased to mghty-aev
majority of these only spen
at most three or four hu : ¥
University, and cannd t4b
receiving their edu \tiar ,~

TOOMS. Wheg g ’“f"‘*_&r:
has a proport 1 ; -";:E‘L_ ud ;f I'_" '
to one in ev w“ ‘

the Scotch Unw :
ciated that they*
1,000 persons to. rh
vears of life % " the

- knotvledge of a 0T

e — ...,*;..

Moreover, the ©ne
for comparison tlﬁj'll
statistics of the Uk ] 1
»avently those of the cena Sof
number of students in ']ﬁ]ana
stance, has recently been: E&tﬂ: s ﬂaelf
about every fiftcen years, it‘'is “obvious
that such s comparison must’be fallfcious.

In modern timesit has been well pointed
out « that. Uniiversities are ‘successful iin |

ﬂttmﬂtﬂ.n” Bt»uﬁﬂntﬂ Emcﬂy 1]1 Pr?Pm'tlﬂﬂ ‘
as they have the faculty of advancing |

with I.I"Q tllﬂ:-'_k ﬁgﬂ_@f\hc timo-

“henoured instituti n_. of England ;haté
until a quite recent o basm s
ingunCER B %-:‘1 .' |
t-hﬂﬁ.  anectacls
cultivi;
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