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- ditions of the sge in which we live. With this
~object in view I proceed to- look at the
| “agenda” paper of the University Senate and i

the * regulations” for the examinations just pub-
- lished. On the threshold I mm met by the

statement that the propositions to belaid by the
- eouneil before the senata are not for ameodment
. but simply “ for ltgpmmurmiﬂutiun.“ Iam glad

. Lamnot one of the senate, for to bo gagged at

+ the outset by the very men I had just d}mh over |

- Ioy head wenld not be good for my digestion. |

Ei'.shen what are the questions to which the senate |

to give its monoayllabia *“ yea ” or “nay?” I

‘note that there are five optional subjests given, |

rsnd out of these in three only will eash cindi- |
iﬂqta be examined, and if the same rate of
‘marking is followed in the future thas has baen

-in the past, then the result will be as followa:— |

- In classics he will have open to him say 200 |,

marks; in mathematics, 200; in Eoglish’ |

100 — 500 in 2ll, Bot if he ‘take mashe" |

matics, 200; Brglish, 100; and science, 100,

'be bas only s chance of a maximum

‘of 400 ‘marks, and worse if .his parents

. or bhimself glect to leave classiss and mathe-

- matics alone ; $hen his three subjects give him a

poesible range of 300 marks only against the 500

of the candidate who goes in for classics and.

matliematios together ; this is havdisapping
with & vengeance, and applies equally to both
baoys and gitle. ' ; e el
 Again, the maximum age for the primary ex- §
aminations is reduced from 18 to 16 years, so |
to the slow but pledding youth the door is shat
when very likely the possibilities either mental
. or financial have not yet come withia reach, 8o |
¢ the boy or girl is for ever prohibited from Uni. -
+ yersity edacation. Nor isthis all that the con-
. cilium propose to do to popularise bigher
aduéttiun ; they have raised the fee from 10s, 64,
to 2ls, S S
‘We " thus sea the way the powers ab
. the Univeraity respond to ths demand of ths
public and the press thatits portals should be
throwe more widely open, and its hallgmada
more readily accessible to the persons for whom

' the 'Universily exists, and by whom, as the

| paying publio, it is greatly austained, These

men, inatead of listening to-the -cry of the ags
for instruetion in ecience and living languages,
 eend us back to the palmy days whea Oxford

-and Oambridge reigned without a rival, and

like another Vatican seek to restore the days

'of Thomas Aquinas, and of the ancients.

But puppose tha: instead of this they could

. grasp the fact that, asking no favor, students of

both gexes and from every school in the land
. i=re standing at the gates waiting for admit-

.tange, secking ne reduction in the standards of

.their eurricunla, but cnly for a widerrsnge of

‘subjects in accordance with their various pro-

gpegts in life, might not the Universis 4

‘instead of making Latin and Greek prntiun!i;

‘eompulzory enbjects under the guise of being

| optional, offer to candidates some such list ay

this?—~Greek (1), Latin (1), mathématics,

- algebra (1), geometlry (1), modern langusges

g(l_).Tnquh 1), physical sciemos (i), nataral

“ecience (1), histery (1), musio (1), giviag each

| yuhjectﬁhba .un;le mn:imﬁa: I;Tluka a*.;ii allows

. ing ent, male or 18, 60'eplect an

’.'ﬁva-p::m the Jigg, =5 Sieaa L ' ' 1

I bhope something like this' or equslly in
-aocordance with what is wanted will be done,

eleeas In other matters when we think we ara

defradded of our rights we shall have o appas!
from tke couueil to our representatives in
Parliament assémbled —for be it known that |
Latin and Greek (however respectable the know- 3
. ledge of the classics may be) or non-applied !
mﬁ?lﬁoﬂ, we will not have thrustdown our |
throats against our consent.—X am, Lo, 1
R e VER, SAP;
L' Adelside, November 21, 185]. BITY
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Sir—I think it is universally admitted that
the administrative faculty is not always fault.
lessly possessed by those in power, and that every
subjeot that is submitted for publio criticism

enerally asrumes some new aspect, and presents
?t.nelt in different phases. I regret exoeedingly
tbat more coriticism has not been publicly ex.
pended on the proposed changes in our Univer.

_ sity. That our University has not been an un- |

qualified success none will deny, and it is to

be sincerely boped that the old motto experientia
docet will be fully vindicated. About the ap-
| pointment of Mr. Fletcher as lecturer in

Epglish literature, I have nothing to say further

than I think the council bave shown a wise |

diacretion in reducing the salary to £500 per
appum, If I remember rightly £800 per annum |
was first paid and no difficulty was experienced !
in securing compet«nt men to fill the chairs,

. and I fail to see that aony tangible reason was
advanced to justify the exorbitsnt inorease *
to £1,000. I think it is better to 'err on
the side of economy then the other extreme,
prodigality, and when it is proved tha$
competent men eacnot be obtained to fulfil the !
cduties required at £500, shen by all means
increase it. A “new departure” I also objeot to
—thbat is the abolition of chemistry as one of |
the subjeots for the B.A. course, and the |
substitutien of pbysiclogy as an optional snbjest
only. This I consider a rotrograde step, and one
thatis vot likely tosecure (quotidg Dr. Stirling)
@ enthusiastio encouragement from those it was -
boped would be its ardent supporters.”

. Admitting that there are difficulties in the way,

I think in tbis scientific age every student
should bave a knowledge of chemistry., With
regard to the appoiutment of Dr. Stirling as
lecturer in physiology, is it a step in the right
direction? Dr. Btirling seems to deprecate the
idca of & medical student gaining a sufficiently
comprebensive knowledge of medicine amd
surgery here, even if a faculty of medicine were
fully established; but it has beem found pos-
pible to equip & medical faculty in other colonial
upniversities, and many of their graduates are at
the present time most sacoessful practitioners,
#ud why is the same thing not possible here ? I
think by far the greater part of the ** ma.
chinery” pecessary 18 at haud and only needs
to be utilised. Assuaming that tha proposed
chavges may lessen the period of exile for
students, is. it possible to “oram” students
salisfactorily in medicine, surgery, and olinical
prectice in the short space of two years? Ia

Britich universities medical students’ hospital

ttudies commence during the firet year, and

centinue until they graduate, consequently if

.they have to leave home at all an additional |

- year or two of exile does not matter mueb, par- |

~ ticularly if special facilities are within reach to |
gain the comprehensive knowledge dewsired. I -
think our upiversity authoritics have nobt yet |

' rightly inferpreted the spirit of the times.—I

am, &c.,
NON SIBI, SED PATRLTE,.
Norwoed, November 28, 1881. Tk &/
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