DE.—1 e ceremony

degrees was performed on Wednes-
lay afternoon in the presence of the Senate
bes and a large attendance of ladies

ow, was presented with a very handsome
silver claret jug, with a suitable inseription,
for his services during eight years of office.
A meeting of the Senate was held the same
day. Dr. Gosse was re-elected Warden, and
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Sitr—The preamble of the University Act
of Incorporation commences, ** Whereas it
18 expedient to promote sound 1
Province of South Australia.”’ I read these
~words at the meeting of the Senate on Wed-
nesday last, and was present at the proceed-
ings held fa.ter on, when the Chancellor
presented. the late Registrar with a claret
Jug. 'I venture to think that in making this
i}msentatmn the Chancellor was ill-advised.
cannot see the cornection between sound
learning, which the Ubiversity svas esta-

blished to promote, and that mutual admira-

tion of which claret jugs are soeminently
suggestive. Be it understood that I have the

‘highest regard for Mr. Barlow, and fully
appreciate the careful and methodical |

manner in which it is well known he has
always discharged his duties; but still
they were duties which he = discharged—
duties  the discharge of which he
himself solicited, and for the discharge of
which he raceivgc’l what he, L have- oubs,
considered a satiifactory payment ; and I am

sure I am speaking the mind oi Mr. Barlow,

when I say that the conscioasness of having
faithfully periormed the duties of aa impor-
tant position was the best remuneration he
received. Why, then. should the Counecil
albeit in their individual capacity, as the

ancellor expressed it) fol'ow the lead so.

frequently set by a testimonial-~iviaz age, and
often an aflront, althoush conveyed in vague
but mpmac_ha.i:le Latin, say’1g to Mr.
Barlow, as this presentation does say m eff ci.
“ We did not expect you to do your duty; bui
you have done it, and this so much su:pri.-=
us thut we beg your acceptance of this clar-t
Jug of antique and classieal shape as a mark,”
&e., &c. If the Council felt, all this to

strongly they might have made a private
rpreaentaﬁun, and not have implicated
the Senate and others who  were

' now that the ball has been set rolling where
will it stop? The new Registrar may have

years to serve when I $00 may expcet th

mayhap, has a wife who unexpectedly-
!_'__.n‘nrpﬁaea ‘her husband  with twies; ‘h

'is sent away blushing and heavily ladel
with a silver cradle, warranted to carry
doable ; or another, overborne with press o’
work, and with the endeayour to live up t

‘his salary, retirement and repose, and
‘hi seeks reti t and d

8 80 in his moody hours by the co.nfo. v |
which the coatemplation of an emu egg set

in silver is calculated to give.

Many members of the Senate will be glad
of an intimation of the present.tion ot thar

!?bovu ::E;ii;tdniala, that they E}ln, be iR
from taking pars in proceedings
-althongh nothing may be said agai
" abstrac EF}W unworthy of the dizni

of the Council and Senate o
: .I iﬂ. id.ﬂ"rTiJh ' iy v N

SIGMA.

getitlemen. The late Registrar, Mr. W. |

earning in the

present at the Commencement  to
 witness ““the conferring of degrees.” But

thought to imselfi'l‘f.lha#éqnly anotherseven
claret-jug degree.”  One learned Profe cor,

which,
st them

bachelors of our .
graduates of other Univer-
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Mr.J. T. Hackett, B.A., was appointed Clprk. | |
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THE UNIVERSITY CL&RET—JUG

R AT T
| correspondent *“Sigma’ really
| a mamber of hha Sevnate? Forgive my tﬁn; 5
tLuentmn so bluntly. Set it duwn to |
ve me to think of any one wi '
ﬂur Academic grove writing in s0 severe a
tone of rebuke and disparagement of our dis-
tinguished University and the eminent and
scholarly men who preside over its destinies.
For myself I am an outsider, but not an
envious one. To us mthuut the pale, in
common ‘with those belonging to the inner
circle of Council and ln h officials, conditions
of success ma parent which are un-
dreamt of by those nf thabennte who occupy a
sort of mlddle platform, and see less than
those above or beluw them. He safely at the
top of a tower, and he on the grﬂund at its
base, are in a better position for seeing what
is within their ken—as well as for cumfart— |
than an unhappy wight clinging precari-
ously halfway up. Now I fa.ncy { candetect, .
as many others have done in this claret-jug
episode, the outcome of a deep and praise-
wurth scheme for promoting the truest wel-
fare o Alﬂm Mater. 1 donot at all regard it
as ““unworthy of the dignity of a meeting of
the Council and Senate,” as ““Sigma” sa.ys |
- Oa the con , it _seems to me exactly in
accord with thai dignity. Even if it were
‘not your correspondent ought to know
‘that a trifle of dignity may sometimes
' be judiciously sacrificed by those who can
spare it, to the achlevamenh of high and
useful objects. You must not stand too much
on your dignity else it is apt to get trampled
under foot. VW here there is dignity, ecm.lly :
if new and a little stiff and a.wkwartf to the
'wealver, an occasional casting of it, or some
of it, off is to be commended and not de-
]m:‘ed You remember how Thomas
Carl le threw aside his cumbrous academic,
rﬂbe--—-whmh 1 suppose, was meant to give
bhim dignit —before commencing his address
to the stu ents as Lord Rector of Edinburgh
|' University. I am not sure that the dignity
which comes of ElntEhCItF and freedom from
msumptmn is not the worthiest, Take care
. you don'c choke this nursling institution
' with affectations and pretuntlm forms and
dmpiays Unostentatious etlort is what you
wan
I hope I have convinced “Sigma” on the
' point of so-called dignity. now I will
' tell him why most ple think dif-
ferently from himself as to the sig-
'nificant  gift to ‘' Guilielmo Barlow,”
whom all esteem, both <4n and out
of the Academic precinets. To be an educa-
tional success the University must be
,popular. It must not shut itseif up in
' pedantic isolation. It must show an elegant
{ sympathy with the ways of men. It must
be convivial—of course in ascholarly manner.
For instance, if the silver claretjug had
been a pewter pot, that would have been
distiretly bad form. No cultured di ignity
could have stood that. But, what 1 wﬂul{i |
like to know, is there in the preamble of
tha University Act, so triumphantl quoted
‘** Sigma,” to]uatlfy his remark that * the -
L ancellor was ill-advised ?” There is no |
limitation of the means by which sound
learning is to be promoted. you cannob {
| uccmnﬁ ish it one way you mu&t nnut..har.
. The Chancellor no doubt felt that this shnuid
be made clear. He did not, of course, mean '
'that if students cannot assimilate Homer or |
declaim Cicero when sober, they must bem—j
]f:llmd with brain- oompolhn wine ; no
the kind. All he can hna thuught of
algmfymg was that University training isnot
ticism, and that although at»udunta who
R)ad imbibed their prinei lﬂ ot liquor at the
untain of uur friend Matthew
Burnett would be received with kindness
- and anum:.mgamont. the Council professed a
“more Hora . I confess to rather.
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