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swexamidation history L3
2 ?ﬁ h the Latin, Gﬂék} an&
yisions, so that casl idates
will m,rw be expected o know
somethmg ‘about the events which they
translate into English with more or less
correctmess. The schoolboy who gets up
his Xenophon thinks more about *‘thence
ho farched two parasangs”’ than about
the history which he is reading, and |
many of them would be utterly at |
a loss to explain who Xenophon - was,
and how it came to pass that Cyrus
was traversing so many stadia,  Perhaps
in order to make up for the inclusion of
ancient history in the senior examina-
tion it is excluded from the second |
year’s course for an arts degree, but this
omission will doubtless be supplied by the
lecturer. On the whole it is' plain that
what with the revised regnlations - for

matriculation, the: gmtar value attached'

to ancient history and mn'gm literature,
and the implied recognition of the worth.
of classics as an educational agent, the

new rul i,mPorta.nt step '1n
advance, , reg@t that the Univer-
sity - i be. prevented from sug-

r ‘Pt ' nevertheles we.
are IO think’that they are an Ime

provement in many particulars on those-
which preceded them.,




— B o]

SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.

THE ABOLITION OF THE ADVANCED
i
|

ﬁmnmﬁon._ o
ir—Though it is very late in the raria-
mesnmt:ryamion.it is not too late I trust for
hon. members to perform an act of justice
and expediency before they break up finally. ,
Again and , it has been shown concla-
sively thahw Advanced School for Girls
is a vexatious igtarferame mt% mvatg%
. respectable = ‘girls’ ~schools. Were 1
,Put of a general and impartial measure
like the State-school system I should
leave it alone, but there is only one such
‘school, and it is for girls belonging to a cex-
tain class, “‘The returns lately obtained by
Mr, Bagster from the Education Department -
prove that it has mot done what was pro-
mised when & too yielding and trustful Par- |
liament gran oney for its establishinent, |
and more, 'there was not even an honest
attempt made to do what was promised. |
My, J.-A. Hartley, the Inspector-General,
himself testifies, to his own shame and to the |
confusion: of the  departmient over  which
he ctically rules supreme, that not a,
single girl has been piepared in the school |
for a University course. That a number of
girls passed cerfam exawinations was but an
“apparent success; for the State schools had
* obtained a highét number of passes pre-
viously. And thid seeming success of the
[ Advanced School was obtained by collusion -
i with the University Council, who lowered
the s rd of the maftriculation examina-
. the standerd of the matriculati i
tion for girls to meet the case apparently of*
! this school. ' ‘And, 'again, an- alteration is
‘this year about to be accomplished )
tthrough similar collusive action with ®
: Mr, Hartley, to whom . most impro-
;perly the task of making the changes
; Was chiefly commitfed by the University
Council—most improperly I repeat, seeing
- that he was a person interested in direcfing
i the changes so as to benefit what is virtually |
- his own school, regardless of the evil effects
. upon the general education of the colony..

IIw bhave recently conferred with several
members of Parliament, who all with mar-
vellous unanimity condemn the sehool. 1
now write for the purpose of asking—
Ought not -the school to be closed at
the end of this year? Its revenue of £1,600
or. £2,000 is just so much taken from the
support of some hundreds of persons who are
engaged more or less directly in the bhigher
education of girls, and I have reason to be-
lieve that there are good girls' schools, well
conducted, with efficient staffs of teachers, .
now and for some time past scarcely meeting |
their expenses, The Government school for
girls is a dearer school in some respects, It |
will be but an act of I]ltuﬂ:it.'.ﬁ! to the proprie- !
tore of private schools, to the pupils
and. their parents, and to the people of this |

| country to abolish this school, which has

. been beyond contraversy proved to be both a |
failure. and f fraud, Against its establish- '
‘ ' . D. Ross, Messrs. Downer, !
hitgtl; Gilbers, Moody,_and others spoke !
| séven yea¥s  ago, and their opposition has |
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W : ‘80ome members of Parliament
ald move for the closing of the school and
! ta,in‘-'u'jﬂivialon without discussion upon the
- question? ‘Such a proceeding need not take
more than a few minutes, and surely the
 forms and rules of the House will
\ admit of it or of some similar
courge. I trust that hon,: members
. who have condescended to read thus
. far will be roused to the performance
of an act of bare justice which has
been too long delayed. It is not needful to

ified by its career. Is it too much |

expatiate upon the pinfully straitened cir-

cumstances of the colony as an additional

, reason for the action which I urge upon our |
legislators, My appeal isa test by which their

|

1

true spirit may be ascertained, aud their
response in compaxratively so sinall & matter !

{ may be an omen for good or for evil $o this

tcountry in the near future. I, at least, shall .
‘regard it as such; but really it now matters .

!
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 little to me personally how they may decide

to treat this school.
I am, Sir. &ec.,
WILLIAM HOPKINS.
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