LANCE ASSOCIATION

. TO THE EDITOR.

Sir—INym sorry and surprised t)at men who
desire to \pe just and truthful/in their ex-
pressions doNpot make sure thgf what they are
stating is colect before theythelp to give cir-
culation to it, e late gog dean was one of
the most active Zyomoters #nd workers on the
committee of the\Vigilafce Association, and
also vice-president.\A@d now, sir, please let
me bring before the n¥iceg laral psovle
tRe case of Spsam-FaNon, which wasSeefore
the™PoMce Court JesterMay (the half of the
revolting case is Jhisely noWgeported), which
18 only one ouffof very mady of a similar
character, and X ask shall we alNw this traffic
in young girlyto be continued witjout lifting
up a determdned stand against it. \Lhe Vigi-
lance Assgfiation is formed to help W check
this morgl pestilence which so largely eNsts in
our midst, and will not you moral mdg of
SoutpAustralia come to the help ?—I am, &,

MATTHEW GOODE,
June 17, 1886, g, P oo
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PROFESSOR BOULGER IN REPLY.

TO THE EDITOR.

Sir~=I do not doubt Mr, Turnbull’s state-
ments. He 18 right in saying that I was not
as intimately acquainted with the late Dean
Russell as many others, and if the word
tntimate be used in the strictest sense he is,
perhaps, right in saying that I did not know
the dean inftimately at all. I did know him
well enough to speak to him freély about grave
social and religious problems.’ Suach conversa- -
tions left upon my mind an impression which I
endeavored to convey in my remarks at the
last meeting of the Shakespeare Society. I
regret exiremely having indiscreetly—and as
Mr, Turnbull has shown inaccurately—referred
to matters baving no connection with the
Shakespeare Society. My sole apology is that |
man lveth not. meorally by vigilance com-
mwittees alone, and tbat knowing how highly
the late dean appreciated other ways of im-

roving his fellow-men, and not knowing that |
Ee was what Mr," Turnbull calls *“ a vigilant,”
I ignorantly mmplied his disapprobation of a
gystem of espronnage.—I am, &e.,
E, VAUGHAN BOULGER,
June 17, 1886,
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UNQUALIFIED PRACTITIONERS,

TO THE EDITOR.

Sir—Mr, Smyth’s challenge to the medizal
profeseion is a very safe one, for he kaows

rfectly well that neither of the Universities
Eg names, nor indeed any corporate body of
respectable standing, would fer a moment
entertain the idea of grmtmg‘ such a test
examination as he proposes. Siunce, however,
he is so well up in medical and surgical lore,
and, moreover, seems to have the means
withal, why does he not enter.for one of the
regular examinations, and by qualifying him-
self remove the opprobrium which justly
attaches itself to those who say on their own
authority that they are skilled in medicine?
- What guarantee have the public that a death
- occurring under such treatment is not murder

through ignorance !—I am, &c.5 mOUS.
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' UNQUALIFIED PRACTITIONERS.
TO THE EDITOR,

Sir—In your notice of the medical deputa-
tion that waited on the Premier on Friday
Yast, Dr. Stirling is reported to have said that
““what the deputation asked was that unquali-
fied practitioners should not be allowed to
prefix the title of ‘dector’ to their name, to
which orly those on the roll were legally en-
titled.” Now I think it must be evident to
almost arvy of vour readers that the ahove
gentence is not only vague and indefinite, bus
also as inaccurate, unfoanded, and self-
stultifying as it 1s possible for any statemant
tobe. Everybody knows that there are per-
sons 1n this country whose names are not “on
the roll” whose right to usethe title ** doztor” is
indisputable ; and everybody knows, too, that
by far the greater number ‘‘on tha roll”
have no more right to the title “*docter” or
any other university distinetion than the poor
old screws they rush about with; and surely
everybody must see that if it were true that
‘“only those ” on the roll are legally entitlad
to style themselves ‘*doctor” there wounld ba
no need for an Act of Parliameunt to prevent
other people from deing so. The deputation
contended that if a man practised medicine
without a diploma it ought to be notified ; . but
I fancy they do not need to be told that in such
cages the nearest *‘ qualified” practitionerstake
pretty good care that the fact at least shall ba
very well known to all whom it may concarn.
They preterd that their object is to protect the
public, but it is:curious, to say the least of it,
that the only members of the community to ask
for such protection are just thoze who
cannot possibly meed ‘1t It 1s quite
evident they want protection for them-
selves, and I suppose they would not
howl unless they were hurt. But if a
* qualified” practitioner cannot hold his own
~ against bis *‘unqualified” neighbor his qualifi-
- cation can’t be worth much, and I fear he is

scarcely worth protecting. They coolly assumae

that every ome ‘‘on the roll” is qualitied, and
that nobody else is; whereas, if they know
apything at all they must know that there ara
many excellent physicians and surgeons ** un-
registered,” and on the other hand, that thera
are at least some ‘‘on the roll” who have no
qualification whatever, physical, mental, or
moral, for the profession they pretend to
practice except a “‘diploma.” If it could ba

shown that a medical diploma was really a

certificate of the ability and skill of the holder

I believe that every honest man would say at

once ‘‘let us make sure that nobody shall

practice medicine without one,” but the truth

18, 1t 18 not so, any more than a degrea

in arts ov divinity 18 a gaarauntee

of the holder’s ability as a teacher or preacher,

No man can be more anxious than I am that

the public should be well ¥mhcted from all
~sorts of quacks and every form of quackery.

But I do think, and I have heard men far

more eminent in the profegsion than the very

foremost member of the deputation say that
there is quite as much quackery in the profes-
sion as out of it, and quite as many quacks

‘““on the roll ” as off it. The fifty ** unqualified

practitioners ” of whose existence the deputa-

tion complaine, and whom I suppose it would
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like to exterminate, may be all ignorant and
stupid quacks for anything I know, more
ignorant and stupid even than any of the
**qualified men” I have come across, but if
they were I fancy that they would be
soon found ouf, and that they would gain
but a lean living among such a small

opulation as ours. For my own part, though
IID am called ‘‘unqualified,” I thinl: am so
far qualified by attainments and experiencs,
that I can safely challenge Dr. Stiriing or any
member of the deputation introduced by him
to a competitive examination in every depart-
nent of medicine and surgery, and I now da
so without hesitation, the conditions to be as
follows :—1, that the papers be set by the ex-
aminers to the Universiny of Liondon, or the
University of Ireland; 2, that they be trans-
mitted 1n separate batches under the seal of
the university to somebody in Adelaide, say
the Minister of Education, or the Imspestor-
General, and opened by him from day to day
as required In our presence; I, that the
answers as soon as finished be at once sealed
and forwarded direct to the examiners from
day to day; 4, that the answers shall
bear mo mname nor signature, but shall
be siumply numbered, for the purpose of iden-
tification after the result shall be declared : 5,
that I shall give security for the payment of all
expenses Incurred ; and 6, that in case I do not
prove fairly successful I shall hand over not less
than £20 to the Adelaide Hospital or Medical
Scheol. I may add that whatever other peopla
may do I haveneverconcealed the fact that I am
not registered, but, on the contrary, I have dis-
tinctly said so to every person in any way con-
cerned. And, moreover, I do not call myself
‘““doctor,” though I believe I have at least as
gned a right to do so as my *‘qualified ” neigh--

ors, I am reluctant to cumber your space with
these nearly personal matters, but I am on my
defence, and I think I have a right to be heard.

—1I am, &c., |
T. E, SMYTH.
Waterloo, June 28, 1886,
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