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OVERNMENT BUILDINGS ON NORTH-TERRACE.

e
24 .
o t
=
TRRE
s ~ <5 &
— — E -~ D
= = sy ©=.S —— S
= ¢ Sg ; : =
o ol [t et 3
~ = R e | = B
! = . o | 9 o
| 9 = ’ = > =
: o &) .L:L
: 23 ot
0 2 |
NORTH-TERRACE.

~ The above plan represents the various proposals with reference to the
ennatruubmn on North-terrace of new buildings for the National Art Gallery and
Qoxlservatonum of Music. The matter i1s fully discussed in the editorial columns of

.TJIG Hegis ter this morning.
e —

]
i ]

—




(]
U

o “’ﬁ‘ﬂ‘“ o hew 961964,

ADELAIDE : SATURDAY, Nov. 20, 1897.

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND
THE ART GALLERY.

Second thoughts are often best, and
this remark is applicable to the proposed
additions to the public buildings on North-
terrace. We are not alluding now to the
railway station accommodation, regarding
which all that need be said at the moment
is that whatever is done ought not to be
piecemeal or unsystematic. We have
too frequently had  illustrated in
South Australian Government struc-
tures the fatuous policy of putting
new patches upon old fabriecs. The
matter to which attention is particularly
Jecalled at present is that affecting the
blocks of buildings which extend at
intervals from the Public Library to the
Exhibition corner. The relative situa-
tions of these edifices are defined in a
plan which we publish to- day In this
diagram are presented what 1s, what is
proposed to be, and what ought to be.
So far as they go the Dbuildings
indicated are fairly good of their kind—
'Excapting of course the tin gunshed, which
is an eyesore in marked contrast to
{the other beautiful huﬂdmﬂs on North-
{terrace, and excepting also thﬂ glaring red-
| brick structure which wis put up some
| timeagotoservethepurposes of a Museum.
: 'Thnh plle of maaonry is ﬂnbl.rely out of




harmony with the design of the adjacent
buildings, of which the Museum was iIn-
tended to form an artistic part; but that
misfortune must be tolerated, and it 18
possible that some scheme may be devised
for laying out a plantation of palms and
grass plots which would relieve the mono-
| tony, if not impart beauty to the more
or less unattractive brick walls. It
would, however, be manifestly a great
mistake to add to the motley appearance
of the architecture of the locality. Sﬂme
time ago the Government, with sufh-
clent justification in the circumstances,
decided to put up a home for the national
art collection between the University
| building and the gunshed; but it is per-
Ffectly clear—and the admission does not
imply any disparagement of the plans—
that the erection of the intended struc-
ture on that spot would increase the
patchy aspect of the Government
blocks on the terrace. Rather than do
| this it would be far better to carry out as
far as possible the double-winged original
design of which the present Public
Library building was erected as the
first part. It may be urged that
that plan was departed from by the
| construction of the Museum, but two
mistakes do not constitute a right act.
Does any insurmountable difficulty pre-
vent the building of the eastern wing to
kmrreapnnd with the western, thua
obviating the necessity of erecting a de-
tached Art Gallery? We think not. On
the contrary, strong arguments may be
urged In favour of the alternative now
suggested.

At present the estabhshment-s under the
control of the Board of Governors of the
Public Library and its allied institutions
| are too widely separated ; the literaryand
natural history sections are on one part of
the terrace and the art brmhaa -are con-
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ducted on quite another portion. If the |
proposed Art Gallery should be built on
the site now prepared for it the division |
into two portions will be replaced by a|
division into three, and what that
means in unnecessary cost of administra- |
tion any man of business may readily |
determine. The new building which |’
has been planned is intended to ac-
commodate only the pictures—not the
art classes ; but if the eastern wing of the
original design were executed all the estab-
lishments under the Board of Governors
would be self-contained, and would hel
under one central control. = Another|
element in the calculation is the fact that, |
should the Government at any future |
time decide to build after the original |,
design on the Public Library Block, |,
the new Art Gallery for which].
tenders have now been called would be|
comparatively useless. Ministers might |,
| fairly, therefore, in recognition of the
peculiar circumstances of the case, |
| withdraw the call for tenders for|
‘|the building wuntil they shall have|
‘| had time to reconsider the whole ques- |,
|tion in its changed aspects. It seems |
1 to us that by a mutual arrangement be-|
| tween the Public Library authorities and |
| the University, with the sanction of the |,
:ﬂ Minister controlling the department, the |,
‘| public convenience might be better served |
in this way. In addition to the objec-|
tions already presented against the|
selected site for the Art Gallery may ber:
-jurged the fact that the University wants |

that land for use in counection with the |

expenditure of part of the late Sir|

Thomas Elder's munificent bequest for

the promotion of the higher musical
| education of the rising colonists of South |
‘I Australia. Some days ago it was an-}
nounced that the University management
|intends at a cost of £10,000 to erect a
;jbuilding to serve the purpose of a Con-|
“Iservatorium of Music  The Council has, |
"t however, no site suitable to such a struc-
ture. The one marked on the plan which
we publish is a long way back from the
line of the Terrace, and overlooks the
Exhibition Building, where shows and
other entertainments are held, and
the clatter nmaturally associated with the
exhibition of dogs, poultry, and live
stock-—intensified by the whirring and
whistling of machinery in the adjacent
hall—would be ill calculated to assist
the students at the Conservatorium to
concentrate their attention upon the
abstruse details of their subject, much
less to discriminate between the delicate
'shades of harmony and discord. In
relation also to the possible expansion of
the Exhibition Buildings from the east to
the west there are objections to occupy-
:mg tha albamatwa site which the bnwar- :
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LETTER FROM PROFESSOR IVES.
ProfessorIveshas sent thefollowing letter ¢
the Munister of Kducation ;= T
November 28rd, 1807,
Dear Dr. Cockburn—I learn that ap lnil 1)
deputation is to do itself the honor of waiting upon
you in order bo express its belie! in the desirabill
of your Government making some slight alterations
in their plans for public buldings on North-rervace.
\am sorry that my duties at the Universicy wiil pve
vent me {rom joining the deputaiion, as L should like
to have done, but 1 cannot refrain fromn express
some thoughts on the sabject that are occupying
. mind at this moment. LT
You are aware thut owing to the handsome be
quest of the late Sir Thomas Elder to the University
School ol Music one of the most momentous evenly
in the history of musical art in Australia is aboub
to transpire—that a Conservatorium of Music is to be
inaugurated. We English-speaking people have long
Sal quictly under the reproach of being namusicalis =
Whether we have descrved the accusation or not'l
Wil mot stop to discuss. There seems to me, how-
| ever, no reason why colenial olfsprings of the great
| nation should not make full use of tha talent and =
intelligence they undoubtedly possess.. Our bright
skies and clear atmosphere are specially favorabie for l
the production of singers, and that our colonists |
have musical talent in other directions if there ba
| proper opportunity for its deveiopment is amply |
g{;ﬁmved by the great success ol such artisis ns have |
en able to go 1o Europe and receive proper inw
' tion. Going howuie lo study, however, 15 costly
 work, and few music students are able to afford |}
it. And so it seems to me to be oar duty
to provide the best possible means for ihe
development of musical talent here. The generaus
bequest of the late Sir Thomas Elder gives opportu- |
nity for an excelient start to be made in this direc- {f
tion. In the new Conservatorium it is proposed to |
provide a teaching staff of high rank and I am san- i
guine enough to believe that if judiciously controlied ||
the pew institution will attract stodents from il i)
parts of Australasia—that it will in faet become the
most important eentre of musical education in the
colonies, 1 undersiznd that the suggestions of ¥

petitionera if acquiesced in will make it possible for
the building in connection with the Conservatorium
10 be plnced in as prominent n position on Northe
tarrace as their importance fustly enfitles them t&
And I am further informed that this may be effectesd
by the mere exchanye of u few feet of frontages. 1do
| hope you will be able to consider the matter favorabiy,
Through the wany years 1 have had the privilege el
 ydur acquaintance 1 have noticed with plea
‘nuwerous occasions upon which you have had
‘eourage to think originally, and to do thaf which
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med toyou to be Lest for Liie.con
T no politiclan—weé musicla
{ sentiment than gense in our comp

quite sure that not only will [el
scome a great educational
ut that its concerc hail will b

pular with the people of Adelaide. By w
s concerts, &c., the new bn m
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uch wilh

#m than it has been pmﬁfﬂ-‘l de
i "'_‘q!%:dm I further

& the University ir

the social lite of the communi
il acorue to othersides
g out ol thé original

understand that advantages

of artistic life by the carryi

plans for the Ari Gallery and thadfurther tacilities for
the rapidly increasing requireinents of that usefui
| establishmeat, the School of Mines, will be afforded
by the proposed arrangements of plans, it seeras to
me that on the ground of expediency they 1ua

recommend themselves 1o s‘i:\jﬁd ment of wh.m
best for Lhe general good of the ptopL




