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UNIVERSITY BEXTENSION,
N
History records that Universities
were intended originally for the poor;
but that, “becaunse of the quality of
thelr diselpline” and tho Inoate craving
for knowledge in human nature, the

rich were attracted to them, and con-

Sequently thele character underwent

t
!
[

are now dellvered by traloed mon In
nearly every district of Rogland and
Wales, and.provision s made to enablo
promising extenslon students (o pass

i

of tho age.

Youred since 1878 to establish and per-
feet a aystem which s best fitted to

some change.  While, however, there
I8 & tendency for such (nstitutions 1o
become exclusive by reason of the so0-|
clal status which colture ensures, they
bave never enticely departed from thelr
ecarllest traditlons, and have at varions
stages of their history endeavoured to
bring “higher oducation”™ withln  the
redach of all. Such ao effort was made !
during last century.,  In Novembor,
1515, an address was presented to the
Hebdomadal Board of the University of
Oxford, requesting that measures
might be adopted for the admission of
f poorer class,  Among the signatures
to that petition were those of My, Glad.
stoae, Sir Thomas Acland, aod  Mr.
Talt, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Thls was practleally the begluning of
University Exteosion, which Includes
the abolition of religions tests: the es-
tablishment of Universitles In local cen-
tres, such as Manchester and Blrming-
ham; and that system of Imparting In-
struction by Itinerary lecturers. which
15 specially connoted by the phrase In
modern times. University Extension,
then, I= simply an attempt on the part

of the Universities to bring themselves

lato line with the democratic tendency |
It assumes that the (deal!
university iz a natlonal Institution, and.
that an effort ought to be made 1o re-
duce that Ideal to practice,

Acting apon this convietion, the older
Universitits in England have endea-|

*democratize, culture and cultivate de-
mocracy,” and thelr endeavours have
been eminently suceessful, Lietures

fram the local contres to the University
by the ald of scholarships.  Of these
#todents, Mr. Joseph Owon, at one
time 0 weaver in o Lancashire cotton
mill, 15 the moat notable examplo In e
eent yeurs. I8 work aftracted the
ntiention of the lecturers: be came un-
der the notice of the Vico-Chaneollor.

of Oxford Unlversity; o entered Balllo}
College, where he won n rchiolarslilp:
and he Is now o Fellow of Pembroke
College.  Such a movement seoms wd-
mirably adapted to the democrntie eon-
ditlons of colonlal life; and one may
well enquire whether |

destrable to extublish here &  gystom

muxt be given with eaution and dis.

would not be
which has been wo successful In Ep
nd. The AuAWer to that question
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yo nfluence will bo felt in aver
settied  district of South Australla.
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This I8 n mote thoronghgolog applica-
tlon of the democratic privelple than
that to which the Oxford or Cambridge
system can attalo for many years to
O, L1 o el _

It would be a mistake, however, to
infer from this that nothing Is left for
the University to do directly through
the medium of “Extension lectures.
The general publlie want to know whnt
questions of supreme orf perminent In-
terest are being dixcussed In the iotel-
lectunl world, All are concerned In
what adds to life. A large section
I8 genuloely Intercstd In whatever
widens the mental outlook., To citeh
a glimpse of truth and to see beauty
are ideals which will eyer be present to
the minds of generous und refloed na-!
tures,  Intellectual cravings are real
and permanent. Extenslon lectures
ghould be arranged s0 as to satisfy a
need felt, rather than (0 furnlsh a sys-
tematic coursa for the tralulng of the
mind; for they are addressed to people
whose minds have already boen trdned
by the best and most expensive of all
teachers—experience, and who bave
nelther the time nor the Inclination to
eoter into minute and laborious pro-
cesses of sclentific rescarch, without
which no true mental development In a
Unlyersity sensge s posglble, Inawni

nf processes, then, results should be put
before the audience; the subjects
chosen should bave regand for human
interest; and their presentation mnast
also be different from that of an ordi-
unry University course. A glance at
tho st of Adelalde Unlversity lectures
for this winter, which has been printed
nnd clreulated, shows that the subjects |
have been ohosen with special n-,r..-uru;
to these conslderations,  Two of the|
ayllabuses have alremdy Dbeen  issoed,
This evening Professor Bragg will be-
gin o serles of three lectures on “The
electron” In the field of sclentifie re-
search no other subject commands go
much Interest as this at present.  The
electron promises to be to the theory of
electrielty what the atom 18 to the
theory “of chemlistry, 1t appears
to be Intlmately concerned in anll the
strange and beautiful phenomenn  of
eleetrieity, and In partleular with the
newly discovered properties of radinm,
thorlum, and uraninm, The arrange-
ment of charncters in Professor Heh-
dergon's historical lectures on “Leaders
of the Middle Ages” snggests o stndy
of three types represonted In every age
—the practleal man, the ldeallst, and
the man who tried to combine and hor-
monlze both practical and ldeal in his
own niature.  There 18 algo n selentliic
gtudy of the lnfluence of the mind upon
the bady in the “Stigmata™ of St Fran-
cls of Asslsl; and the latest serles of
Unlversity extension lectures should on

it merlts prove as popular as 1 will

eertainly De Interesting amd, Instruc-
tive, .
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COMMERMAL EDUCATION,
Mr. (i 8. Littejobn, VieePresidont of
the Sydney Climber of Commeroe, whin is
Jo Adelaide 0% & dologate o the ganemi
eotnail of !_.a: Chambers of Commervo of
ﬁ:‘-u-u., @ deys drtorent i o fues.

\ of commerciul sluesation, He
lowed wuni has boen done {n this direction
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UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
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 LECTURES.
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yorx rly exias “uﬂm
M by a stream. ;m' w
are called eloctrons, Each carrier lia
negative charge—no matter what the tube
I:l__mlanrnf or w“:t thfl :me“ . The
miss is [ar sma n that of any
being abont a thousandth of “ﬂ‘w ml-.hﬁ
the atom of hydrogen. One or mom clee
trans can be torn off from each atom: in-
the

far ‘as possible, the three lectures ta be
tirm_un the subject will be illustrated by
experiment.”’
onough to possess a specimen of radium,
|since the laboratory funds are needed for
the regular class work,'” adds Professor
Dragg. “Dut it is intended that the mdio-

Kers have shown tha

The University is not. rich

activity of thorium shafl be shown, which
differs from that of radium only in de

grea. Not even madium gives out a blaze
of light, as might appear from some Bens-
ticnal accounts, The marvels of its exis-
tence and nature have nothing to do with
its power to act as an illuminant—a power
which indeed it only csercises feebly and
indirectly. They are inarvels because they
are of tronscendent importance in the ad.
vancement of scientific research.” The fol-
lowing additional courses of lectures will
be given:—Three lectures by  Professor
Henderson on
pges” (Richard 1., King of England, Francis
of Asvisi, and Louis IX., King of France),
on Tuecsday evenings, July 7, 14, and 21:
three lectures by Professor Stirling on *Lo-
lour in nature,” on Tuesday evenings, July
2, August 4, and 11; mx lectures by the
Rev. John Reid, M.A., on “The romantie
plays of Shakspeare,” on Thursday even.
inge, August 6, 13, 20, 27, and September
3 and 10; three lectures by Professor Mit-
chell on *“Materialism,” on Tuesdsy evon-
ings, September 15, 22, and 2.

“Teaders of the middls
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- TEACHERS' CONFERENCE.
The eighth annual * confercnce of the
Bouth Australian Public Teachors' Union
will be held doring the week colmencing
with Mnmln.v‘f Juncrkﬂ. and an excellent
programme; of wark har been prepared,
The reports of the various nlﬁmnplml the
prosidential address will be given to the
members at the Trades Hall, and in_ the
aftornoon  they will vait the School of
Mines on the invitation of Rp. Sir Lang:
‘don Bonython (President of the institu-
tion). These engagements are proliminary
to the formal opening of the  confesence
on Monday evening at the Town Hall, A
choir from the Saurt Street School, speei:
ally trained by Mr. McBride, will render
;-:gml mirt songs,  lnvilations have been

hwoed to over 500 leading citisens, who
bave sgoificd their ""“,‘,';E:‘ of Botr
".n nl.-mnmhﬁ .-.n _I ‘-. ..., -,...h._..
e being provide tﬂ"h Eeners ..lll
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