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; uhl E;}Eﬂ,ﬂnnc,m:tﬂﬂﬁr Frederick
rid g Loe., o of Westminster
Abbey.  The subject

Te Deum, set for woli and chorus, with
Tall orchestral accompaniment. My, Davies
ix knawn as one of thy foremiost musicians
L.ﬂ.! this city.  Heé has writleo o namber
of church compositions, and his anthems
have been well received.  In addition to
his wcholarly theoretical attainments s
ranks amongst the most accomplishied local
organiets, and for years past he has filled
the post of organist and choirmaster to the
Kent T:-m_; Methodist Church, The pre-
vent magnificent instrument, one of the
finest in this State, was erected in  the
charch since he took charge of the psal

k. Doc,, principal of the

jest of che work i» the
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bourne, or the Government of this State

} Why have we lagged behind other countrics,

mody,

Mus. Doc. ean be attained to.
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Nows has been recoived that Mim Trenna
Corvan, who won the Elder Scholarship in
1898, has passed lier final examination bri!
liantly at the Royal Collego of Musie, Lon.
don, and has thus gained the diploma of
AR.CAL.  After the Coronation Misa Cor-
‘van intends to return to her parents in
Tasmania,
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COMMERCIAL EDUCATION.

-.-_—._--h-
~ What bhave the commercial men of Mel

done to further commercial education? This
= a question frequently asked, The answer
i always the sawe, “‘practically nothing'';
and the reply is as true as it is atartling.

including England, so long, and failad so
dismally to recognise the overwhelming im-
poriance of the snbject? Who are we Lo
bold responsible for this inactivity and un:
progressiveness?  The blame does not al-
together rest with Parliament; much of the
responsibility liea with our Chambers of

Commerce and Manufactures, and leading
mercantils homses and  associations, Al
though the position of all these bodies
would undoubtedly improve as commercinl
education adrvances, and notwithstanding
the fact that this form of instruction is of
considerable importance to individual mem:
bers of these organisations, practically no-
thing has yet been done by them to further
the subject. A remarkable phase of the
matter, however, i that we appear to have
pot on very well in the past withoul any
‘special attention being paid to the subjoct.

This no doubt is due to the smart and apt |
‘nanner in which Australian youths pick vp
that knowlelge which they find, cn

lentering our businems houses, it s
'ii'_‘ molutely essential they ashould pos-
ipess.  DBut a  Ind  willl only get

[Mp Lo a certsin stage of commercial pro:
Micioncy, and this at the expende of his em:
ployer and his own pocket, beeanse the
‘employer pays low remuneration in order
to compensate himsell for the bad work
done by his employe, while such employe (s
Jearnipg to perform his duties in a watis
factory manner. Whan an employe has
‘mastered what be terms the diflicult and
ntricate part of his employer’s business, he
Amazines he koows all ebonl. commercial
education, has nothing more (o lears, and
prides himsell on his “commercial capa-
Now, a8 in nine cases ot of ten

anly possessed & vague ides of
smploye had at the most only reached his
m_._ “._ﬁm ""_r__'ﬂ'll_i 'I’Ihﬂ_l LTINE A new
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It now remains for AMr, Davies to
enter I'_nr a further written and oral ex.
amination before the high distinction of

[902.
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| snym that in Belgium the Inatitut

| be rapidly built up on the mental soil which
has been both economically and properly
orepared,  And tho wonderful commescial
progress Germany has made in recent years
amply proves that the move has been in the
‘right direction. Now, what {s commercial
education?  Broadly speaking. the term is
used to denote a full course of cducational
training for & buxiness career, being mainly
of a specialjged pature bearing on cotn-
merce. 1o a letter to the London “Times,
Sie Philip Magnus, the well-known English
educational authority, stated his opinion in
| regand to commercial education in the el
Nowing terma:—"The fact that no fimt class
immmur-:ill institute is to be found in this
country is partly due to the slowness of
! Englishmen to recognise the valus of higher
' education for trade purposes. Only very
recently have English manufacturers
'awakened Lo the necessity of the higher
technical instruction;, and even now the

funds available for the purpose bear no com- |

parison with those freely expended in other
parts of Europe. There can be no doubt
that German and Delgian merchants and
manufacturers have been materially nssist-
ed by the ready supply at home of well-
trained agents who have been edueated in
the high schools of commerce; and, having
regard to the new avenues of trade which
recont events are likely to open up for
France, Russia and Germany, the necessity
of adapting every possible means of ade-
quately equipping our own youth for the
growing competition has become a national

Magnus certainly have also a local bear-
ing.

ifl't Victorin we want a clearly defined
course of commercial instruction, before
entering upon which a student should have
already completed a course of primary in-
etruction, equally well defined and adapted
to achieve the ends at once of sound liberal
culture and of equipment for commercial
life, Some slight practical office knowledge
is also desirable before a youth enters upon
a full commercial course. This wounld

and better retain, the knowledge nnparted.
Thoee {ruits of commercial education have
also been produced for many years past in
France, Belgium, America, and, in recent
years, in England. In those countries com-
mereial institutions, which are usually sub-
sidised and endowed by Government, the
chambers of commerce and manufactures
and leading commercial houses, have long
since been established for ¢lerks, &e., over
17 or 18 years of age, such as have already
completed a sound course of primary edu-
cation. As thix form of instruction would
require to be given in the evening,
thoroughly practical teachers could, and
should, be secured. Capable, practical mer-
chants, accountants, &c., could be engaged
to lecture to the students, of which a very
large number are at present waiting for
pound and econemical instruction, It
would be absolutely useless to engage school
teachers to instruct in subjects of which
they thamselves possess but an elementary
thearetical knawledge.

A few years ngo an Enpgliah commercial
man, Mr. Passmore Edwards, donated
£10,000 for the purpose of crecting o
pohinol for commercial education in Lordon,
Having thus forced public attention on the
matter, nrrangements for a suitable build-
ing site were made by the London County
Council, and the institution then erected
has been steadily growing and expanding
ever since, until it is now fully recognised
by business men as the commercial callego
of London. At the present time some G600
students are attending the institution,

The County Council also makes an an-
nual grant exceeding £3000 to aid this form
of instruction in London, while throughout
‘the length and  breadth of England the
‘municipal authorities display an aclive in
terest in all educational matters, and annu.
ally devote lange sums of money towands
the maintenance of technical and coviner-
cial institutes, Our municipal bodies, on
the other hand, appear to find it extremely
difficult to rise above such matlers as a
philosophieal discussion on the sewerngoe
wystem, or a learned dissertation on “filthy
tips.,” To suggest that these hodies should
support, both financially and  otherwvise, |
Ahe furtherance of education, is & proposi-
tion eertain of ridicule, and even unbiush-
ing contempt, from a weetion of our “fiy
and proper” councllors,

In an able article which appeared in the
“Fadueational Record,” Mr. Michael E, Sad- |
ler lota welcome light inte the edocational

(1ar

obligation.” These remarks of Sir Philip |

enable the student (o more quickiy grasp, |

| a recognised com

A very low scale. To make any form of

| not absolutely free, it is essential that the

have ‘done absolutely nothing to advance

ated by the respective Governments and

systema pertaining in foreign countries, He
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clements

French and . The students ure pl
two kinds, those who take up certain stib-

fects only,.and thoe who vndertake the
full course. The latter form the largs
majority. Examinations’ are hell at the
end of each your, nnd sucoessiul candidates
ate eligible for Government appolnlments;

the certificates  are  highly valukd
by corbmecrelnl Hlosn setusing e
casily obtaining o employment. The

standani for these certificates is kept high,,
and students obffaining mme require to be
both industrious snd clever. In onder tol
encourage comimercial inquiry, the Belgium
Government also grants L18X per anoum.
to provile for tmvelling sebholarships,
“travelling studentshipa for commercial re-
search,” as they are called. Thesc scholay:
whips, it s pointed out, do valuable work
in training men who will be eminently fit-
ted to write on commereal subjects for the
llr‘l:‘l.'a.

In Germany municipalities and commer-
cial houses and socletics have for wpany
years past provided young clerks and
others with splendid opportunities for ac-
quiritg commercial koowledge and olber
aplitudes of value in business life. In this
country there ia what is termmed a higher
school of commeree, The course &t this in-
stitution extends over two years, and may
be undertaken by those who have completed
n sound course of secondary eddcation,
Students are ndmitted to attend occasional
courses of lectures, this privilege being
specially extended to undergraduates at the
» Univemuity of Leipog ubd to those already
engaged in busines. The course of study
differs very little from that in operation at
the Antwerp Instilut Superiear de Com-
merce.  The school is subsidised by the Ger-
man Government and commercial estab-
lishments, ax in Belgium.

France has for a considerable time past
given special attention to the requirements
vf commerce. Ten years sgo the Paris
Chamber of Commerce drew up an claborate
wcheme of commereinl edueation. This
boedy, differing [rom mimilar organmsations
in Austmalin, has already devoled large
sums of money in furthering the movement,
At the present time there are no léss than
twelve recognised selicols of commerce in
France, while the students number aboul
1300, Students obtaining a diploma from
ial schoal receive a re-
mission of Lwo yvears itary service.

In nearly every la American oty well
equipped  commercial colleges are to be
foumd, the instruetion being on a thorough-
Iv round and efficicat basis, and the fees on

edducation euccessiul, if the mstruetion i

fces should be very reasonable, in  onder
that the poorest clerk may not be debarred
from attending the classes, Our University
authorities have utterly failed to grasp the |
importance of commervial education, and

the subject, notwithstanding the fact that
a little commercial knowledge within  the
University might have been very useiul in
preventing & recent scandal.. The time is
not far distant, however, when the Univer
wity will not only have to mtroduce even-
ing lectures, as in England, and even at
Syduey, but also cater for the requirements
of commence.

It will be seen that commercial institu.
tiens in foreign countries are doing highly
satisfnctory work, which in fully appreci-

by men nctively engaged in commerve. 1f
we are to hold our own with foreigners it
in absolutely essential that more attention
and support should be given to this hranch
of instruction in the future.  In busne
circlea the dogged belief in the all sfficir
cy of the threo r's has long sibce pam
away. Somgll %mq s mow requis

and the sponer that
the better for the commerc vepe
the State. 5 ’mm P




