in the numbers of the candidatos
passed both in the Junfor and Senlc

—

the successes have been 147, whereas
last year they were only 111; while of
those who sat for the Senfor Examina-
tions T passcd, as compared with 45
In IS08, [t is worthy of note also that
on the present occasion twenty of the
“Seufors™ have secured first classes, al-
though last year there were only 10
who achieved that coveted distinetion.
For the Junior Examinatisn the
hionours list is neceszarily smaller pro-
portionately than that for the Senlor,
because, acconding to the regulations,
all candidates who were above slxteen
years of age on November 1 last must
e excluded from participation in the
advantage of being eclassed.  Of the
147 who passed 60 woere In this posi-
tlon—the University not recognising
them as Junlors, and yet admitting
them to the Junior Examination. It
may be open to question whether on
the whole It would not be better either
to direct cach pupil's attention to the
S¢enlor Public Examination as soon as
the age of sixteen has been passed, or
olse to abelish the distinction of age
at present made, Parents and others
can always draw their own Inferences
whether a candidate has done well or
I, in consideratdon of age and other
advantages. Besldes, the existing sya-
temr offers an important preminm  to
those candidates whose birthdays come
Just after the first of November, In

. » Jur r
Examlonations. In the former division

! 1% hold, and_ Ui

Dy

cason why the Publlc Examinations |
_ dﬂuhn:ﬁ;;hn--m?m that time of |

year, or at least before the widdle of
October.  In the nelghbouring colonlos.
the recent tendeney has been. o fix the |
examinations for earlier dates than
formerly, and where the change has
been made It has met with approval,
However, the Head Teachers of the va-
rlons secondary schools will now be in
possesslon of the facts relating to the
success or fallure of thelr pupils o the

——

"lays will be the rule for some thme:

view of the extensive oature of the
Public Examination lst it s dis.
appointing w find how few proceed to
complete 4 course at -the University.,
The programme of the Commemoration
which Is to take place next Friday bas
JUst been Issued, and (o the list for the
conferring of degrees from the Univer-
sity of Adelaide only ten names appear
—four for the Bachelor of Arts and six
for the Bachelor of Sclence. This s
jcertainly an improvement upon last
year, when only two graduated in arts:
und two medieal  degrees  gained at
Melbourne this year, and now appear
ing on the Adelalde lst for “ad oun-
dem™ admisslons, would have reckonsl
as local degrees but for the Hospltal
trouble. Making allowaneces, however,
for every counterbalancing element in
| the position, It Is not satisfactory that
A quarter of a century after its estal.
lishment the University should not e
giving Instruction to n larger number
of students. The cagerness for passes
in the Public Examination list stands
In strange contrast to the paucity of
those who procecd to take degrees,
Perhaps the faolt may to some exient
L& with the University; but the maln
part of the difficulty arises from a lack
of appreciation amongst parents of
tbhe lmmense value which atiches to
a liberal eduention as a factor In Pro-
moting the suceess and Lapplness of
the Individual,

The question has Leen raised b D,
Bicklo and others, whether an Imprmw-
ment might not be made ju the prac.
thé'oq,lluldlm: the Toblle Examins.
tlons In November—the time when the
heat of an carly summer 18 most so-

L

common groand of competition. Speach-

and in the annunl leave-takings with
which the puplls are dismissed for
thelr well-.earn] holldays the victories
of the campalgn will be duly noted,
On the whole, It 18 evident that there
has been a very hoealthy process of ac-
tlon and reaction between the Unlvers
slty tests nnd the higher schools of the
colony, cach stimulating and promoting
the other. Every year the army of
those who Intend to press forward at
least to the very gate of the University
becomes larger; and this means that
the proportlon of the parents who are
not satistled to lmit thele children’s
education to the modicmn given In the
Stiate School Is becomlng larger. The
need for a superior education s now
far more generally admitted than it
wis even so recently as o score of yours
ago. Muny parents then asserted that
the best thing to do with a boy was to
tuke him away from school a8 goon us
he had galned the barest elemeotary
Knowledge of the “three R's™ and to
apprentice him to the trade or business
by which he had to carn his living.
The fallacy of this has gow, however,
been generally admitted.

Old colonists who rose to positions of
Influence, notwithstanding thele carly
cducational defleiencles, may feel that
thelr training was in the clreumstances
necessary, and, in the end, wholesome;
but competition now s keeacr, and the
stundard of training and genceral know-
ledge expected  of  business men s
higher than It formerly was., When
two boys of equal capacity leave the
State School at the age of thirteen, It
one goes to business Immediately and
the other has the advantage of two or
three years In o secondary school, the
latter will probably Le further advance-
vd at the age of elghteen or twenty
than the other, even though lie has not
been o long engaged in learning the
business of his life. The difference
does not aflect merely the question
whether an examination has or has not
been passed. A recent writer has de-
clared that the British nation possesses,
In what I8 known ns the publie gchool
system of  tralning, *“absolutely the
best form of edueation for adminstra-
tors, for statesmen, for soldiers, and
for high otficlals.” The men who dis.
tingulsh themselves in later years are
not by any means invariably those who
have done bost at examinations. Somo
boys, although not speclally apt at
thelr lessons, have during thelr school
days already provid themselves to bo
boru leaders of wen. The playground
I8 a sort of mwlerocosm —a world o
ltself; and the soclal lfe which the
boys live in It hag Its strict code of
honour and It gauges of success or
fullure, If any one would be n man
among men he must first learn to be
& boy among boys., In schools for girls
a similar benefit may be derlved from
the Interconrse of young minds with
one another, The best years of a youth-

ful life for «iucational purposes are
those which lie beyond the ondinary
State school lnit, Then the facnlties |




