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OUn the motion of Me, CASTINE thae debate
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Second reading.
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| EDITORIALS.

FEDERATION:
University axp Primany EpucATiox,
-

WE regret that the terms of the Convention
Bill were such that it was not carried by an
overwhelming majority on Juno 3rd throughout
Australin.  Last year we advocated the in-
clusion in the Bill of a clause providing for the
cstablishment of a National University of

Australin, non-teaching in its character, and

with power to indicate curricula for degroes
and courses of studies for the prix schools,
| &c.® Buch o course wns I'i}l}ﬂllllll‘:;?:.‘d by us
| beeauso it was belioved that therehy n greater
feeling of unity would be developed amongst
the children attending the schools throughout
the Commonwealth, and, sccondly, the prestige
of Australinn University degrees would be
raised commensurately with the prestige of the
Commonwealth itself.  However, the only
| permission under the late Convention Bill for
- establishing such a University was that afforded
by the excellent elause which provided that the
federal capital should be in federal territory.f
That is to say, had the Bill been carried, there
would have been a federal territory, and this
being so it would have been competent for the
foderal authority to have established an educa-
tional system in such territory, including
schools and a University, and it is probable
that the latter would have® been called the
University of Australis. Such a state of
aflnirs would have been very satisfactory, and
Lt is possible that hundreds of students would
- have availed themselves of the advantaces of
this federal institution. y
We rejoice to say that the prospect for such
a national system of edueation has not been
damaged by the rejection of the Bill, for it
appears that, in order to more accurately
adjust the great finaneial ditliculty that stands
in the way of union, it is necessary that the

' cost of education in the colonies should be

. handed over to the Federal Parliament. Tt is

satisfactory to find that the reasons cited by

us last year, when dealing with this question,

f ar¢ now supported by othess of a potent
financial charneter.,

The Premier of New South Wales (the Right
Hon. G. H. Reid), on July 4th, in an cloquent
address to his party, and when dealing with
the financial provisions of the Bill, said: “1
have come to the conclusion that there is only
one system possible in its place, and that is
that the milways and public debts should be
handed over to the federation, and it would
even be necessary, whether you handed over
the control of the schools or not, to hand over
the cost of education in the colontes =3
The Chancellor of the University of Sydney
(The Hon. H. N. MacLaurin, M.D.), on July
Gth, in a splendid speech delivered in the Upper
House of the Now South Wales Parliament,
| and when referring to the same financial pro-
bloms, said, *“T am inclined to look with con-

siderable favour upon the proposal which has I
been made to add to what has been already |
adopted by the Convention, the transference of
the railways, the funded and unfunded debts, |
el ;.arm*fsfr.m.s for iu.r‘imur‘;; tnsfruchion

The finaneinl Editor of the Syduey Daily
Pelograph (Mr, [T, L. Nash), in a sories of articles
upon federal finanee, which appeared in his
journal after the Syduey Convention last year,
showed, nmongst other able conclusions, that by
transforring the cost of odueation from the
States to tho Federation, the financial problem
would bo enormously simplified; if not sottled.t

Thesoe nuthorities have given their figures, but
it is not necessary for our purpose to guote
more than the above. It will thus Lo seen
that some goxd measure of federal edueation
has very substantinl support,

Our desire 18 to see o national U]:irﬂmil}. of
Australin established, upon the lines indicated
by us on August 20th last year, for such an
institution would, we ropeat, greatly tend to
raise tho status of Australian medical degrees
throughout the world.
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