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I MR. T. u'. McCOY,

H Ay WD \hi.'nx {I.]i'['l.'k'h'-'l' ot i'-nl'.‘l-
,H. cation). accompanted by "ult‘u MeCoy,
lett by the [x.lil"ﬁ “IK: l]"n an” on Mon-
dav for England. Mr. McC oy will zt-
-end the Im[:u..ri'ti' Conference on Eduza-
tien and enquire into education mattees
m  aarious  Furopean  countries  and

\meriea. There were at the statum Sy

C. Charltom (Deputy-Director ot luda-
catton), Mr. | A=l o :\:il.‘-r”t' llr'r't':-»iih'll.t"p
sl Col, 1. H. Smeaton (seeretary of

the Teachers” Union), Mr. H. J, Tuzk
| (president of the Headmasters™ Associa-

von). Dr. Schulz  (principal of
5 Teachers' College),  NMessrs <. 1
! Nicholas (presenting  Male Assistuny
Association), H. Gosden (Country and
Suburhan  Assoctation), H. K. FFlint
(High School Assistants’ Associations,
E W, Bennett (headmaster of  the Nor-
wood State school), C. Bronner (Sturt
Street). M. Gerlach (Assistants’ Assoe
ciation), T. H. James (supervisor con-
| pulsory branch), 1. H. Williams ( Tram-
;11; 'I':-.'l'llt:_'.:l_"l. Il'l'l!l '."-“':-:-'-l:% l‘ilnl.'iw. 'I'nl'n-.l'--
“ﬁ son  (practising  school), Lamb (last
| Adelaide), and Miethke. Several of the
officers accompanted Mr. and Nrs, Me-
'lf“n;r to the Outer Harbor.
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: '”E “GREATIVE PROFESSION.

Whﬂever may be the attitude of the
hﬂp regarding with deep Interest
nual meetings of delegates of the
..-Enﬂlnﬁ'm of Australia,

"_.||..'-.| .*‘

ly -_ scognising that the dt.part-l

ience they represent iz one

»?" Iﬂ'mts the comiort und wel-

¢ of ﬂﬂ .{:lnm of the community. Yet
¢ i3 no reason to deny that, as plain-
u ohuerved br Professor Lhﬂ.pumu
esider of the institution, at the nuc
_‘ ' on to- the conference now’ as-
' in Adelaide and attended by
2 from most of the States, that
.il room for a much wider appre-
t Jm nghuy called “the
profession.,” There may be'
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» the village blacksmith,
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WRES N diﬂinulm Hel M1
the originator or controller of |
» works of w city and the
{river of n. locomotive, For, in
Juliet, there 1s, after all, so muc
name that but for this vagueness ul‘ |
 designation the deviser of an electrical
_system, an irmigation scheme, or 8 rail-{
ur sanilary service, mighl;
h less g:ﬂir; ty in bhayi
juately
. on would come atl!
‘onee, and with it, perbaps, the emolu-
ments S0 nntm*nlly and rightly coveted
by the enmineers, if
people would ‘reflect A O
the influence of the “ereative profession”
on the course of commerce, on the pro-1 i
gress of civilisation, on the socinl revolu=|!
tions of munkind, and on the destiny of
No munh do we associnte civili-
| sation with rapid and safe transport, with
| perfect lighting, and with sanitary con-
veniences, that it is hardly posuible to
contemplate its existence without them.
And when the view is extended to the
great mechanical achievements of =
world which—by joining oceans, Eﬂanmni:
continents with the iron horse and the
telegraph, annihilating time, and making||
space a mere matter of de tmi—tln. engi-
neer has almost remuade,
of his kind must feel that man is great,
nature weak when
pitted ngainst his trained intelligence. It
engineers are apt to contrast their lot to
its disadvantage with that of other pro-
fessions there is one direction at least
in which they are not badly treated by
While lhf‘ barrister, the doe-
tor, the actor and singer, and many other
caterers for the publie welfare or enter-j/
tainment have always to face the pros-
| ;u.‘*ll-ﬂl‘m‘ll]t‘l“i‘
overtaken h\' oblivion, SUrviving nnhf In
tradition,
have it said of him, sometimes fnr nges
death, in the words of
epitaph. of Christopher '
Paul's Cathedral,
: qmns t‘.‘lt’ﬂ.lﬂlb}lﬂ‘l‘
siffer from a lack ﬂf ':ppn*rmt;nn in
their lifetime, at
prnllngc of bmldmr.: their own monu-
]3ut as all things human perizh,
go in time, for
:11ml-:-rn “nr!d Ims either not learned or
else hus not cared to practise the an-
cient art of investing miraclea ol engi-
neering with the quality of withstanding.
like the Egyptian Pyramids or the Iln-
man ﬂqurfhuh. the ravages of age.
is well sometimes to be reminded Hmt
many strong men lived before Agamems-

m tu hup-ad hﬁm
neers, mm in n ponit __
and u:n h‘
cugineering wur or rl'ﬂl & ad
the science or tPI"I!I-|I‘.: 'Il:'l 0L engil
in Australia, woul _
desirablencss, for the suke ob tho pm
slon in this colintry, of publisk
in their own procéedings, The obj
the Institution w to promote
yeience and practice of en iy
generally to bring about t:I 1.5.;'.
rution of engincers thrnughuub ’
:numuulth for the advancement 'of

engineer ngh profession,

~ pontoon roads
rect from
coul dﬂ'm:

Atlnnuc bn d

heat and power conveyed  di

coal mines, the transport of

ith, and many other wonders *
With these, of course, the :m[n-

ay have nothing to do. But

ch
E lm ehml-ha ﬁorld

therﬂ 1!. nr ought to be,
no limit to their scope of employment,|
especially
materinl dev

i ,I'.'I. h

away W

-

neers. u[ to-d

, durin
Y, trmway, .ﬂfﬁ"f- Wﬂf ps

ol mtnd.l
?-‘I’hn _recogniti

18 nOow pnmtlh.

yulng whoso
elopment dﬂpﬂnrlq g0 much
upon their knowledge and Hull A coun-
Yave no more
men - who!

perform’

It was l.ll!'ﬂl' that there was no a 1;-
for making n close prufl,ﬂlnn of g
ing, except that the men t:lnmung 0
pnrhm tounl -n;.mmru must bﬂ ._.. LY
Jgualified . and thoroughly  traine "'L
creased rates of pay could only |
mately demanded it the engmlm: r |
really the traived man he ¢lad 13#
The ﬁnrt. thing to aim at {6 put “_ wtie
tution in '@ position to carry out sueh e
vinees was to sec that the nltn.},;d,
entrance was made sufficiontiy| o
and that the profession was ph red
pede winl at least ax Iugh as ﬂt-hl'l'l' | Hefs
| «ional men placed theirs., It was: it
ihe enginecr in  Australia  Lnd ot ‘*..
tained the status that wos his dug, aving
regard to the respongibility and clis "L
s work 'and [to the training req
bhefore he Le enme competent to unde __

--.
g

the 'E'.Luﬂl'llltt-\'

Australin can
now and

than the
the elements,
with iron and stone, and suh-
due to thmr purposes that tricky
clectricity, and il=——as who can doubt?—
with the encouragement of greater pres-|
tige and more substantial recognition, v
they fling themselves with greater r{,qH
into thefr work it would be suieidal in |
their feﬂaw—clumns tu w:thhnld these 1n-
centives f |

try like
valued  w urLFrs
wrestle

miracles

s n- on

nations..
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and the power

The Position of Engineers.|
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fortune,

peet of when not

Need for Improvement.

engineor

after his

The final business gathering of the En-
gineering E‘unfcrenm, which
holding meetings and g:tthr:nnr:ﬂ rlmtng
took place on Friday evening,
when the presidentinl address was deli-
vered by Professor R. . Llulmmrj

the course of the lu-:hne prominenc: was
given to the need for the improvement of
the status and advancement of the engi-
neering profession.
There was a larg
Iustitute Lecture
and the address was hﬁtunml to with close
attention and much interest,
rdent said that the Tustitution had now
completed its third year as a Federal |
body, and the progress had been sueh that |
llle mundntmn had been laid of an -:I-rp;um«
zation that would foster interests of the!

“‘--i monumentum re-
If the engineers|

have thel the week,

o attendance at
teriee,

The Presi.

While this is true, however, there i3
a tendency that needs to be corrected
towards magnifying the past to the de-
preciation of the present.
the ancients nslnnhh by their size, by
the brute force which must have been
expended on them, sometimes also by the
unsolved problems involved in the hand-
ling of vast masses of hewn stone, like
those which went to the rearing of the
Pyramids and the Monoliths on Salis-
. the canals which cut
across the isthmuses of Suez and Panama
are assuredly far more remarkable than
all the marvels of antiquity,
| seven wonders of the world thrown in;
and even the Chinese Wall, on the con-
struction of which almost infinite labor
must have been concentrated, is not halt
g0 astounding a8 the continental rail-
wavs of the modern world, while as mas-
terpicces of engincering art the Roman|
and Carthaginian aqueducts were poor

affairs beside the waterworks of many n
, 48 all are. agreed,
the future 1s with the engincers; for it
is diffienlt to fissign limits to the pos« |
| sible achievements of an art which has

accomplished so much. Where science

18 concerned its professional votaries are

the safest guides. They are |
as even Lord |

man in the street,” no thoughtful mind| |

The works of|

bury Plain,

with the ment of electrical eug:nm:-nng in

.;,r, ouct .uftmn in his suggcsﬁ’nn ,
itl *rntlnu have no higher placn
‘gsteem’ than had the medical

*whm its functions were Lnrguly | )| modern city.

“*- lhoqmg of horses; the

., who attended to the bleeding of

not always

apt. to be over-cautious,

eh in showed himself when, not long
before the transmission of electric power
became un fait accompli, he declared it.
| to be impracticable because of the cost| |
and weight of the Eﬂil-‘lddllgﬂt-ﬂl‘ﬁ* Fiis |
power, as power, could be convey ut| |
did not foresee the high
of fo-dn)' In a letter to the Lon-
"’T‘mm as recently as 1878 Pro-
mldr:: n. smuln_

PROFESSOR R. W. CHAPMAN,

who has pretided durlng the week over the
meetings of the Engineering Conference.

conceded that the status of
hllh as ihnughl o |

engincering profession in Austra'tin
generations to. come.
members of all grades, 400 of whom hx.d
been added in the last two years.
most States there were vigorous student
gections providing n Elmrnn!.uﬂ uf a :up,l.}*
of virile young
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er pressure cur-
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Especially it would scem thﬂt- .

State Governments, which ﬂﬁp‘ﬂ}ﬂd h
a large proportion of the enginee
ecountry, had m general

failed tﬂ- Anpre
ciate two great facts, firstly ﬂ\ﬂ@i :

:T_.:'l

l .

efficient  enginecring  sia was -~ abso-
lutel;,' ee l-nr.-nlt.uln'l o ta the mnm
development  of  the  Statea; “andy

scondly, that it was not to be ex-
;}nrtml ‘that such efficiency wounld be
secured unless the carcer of those entering
the engineering service of the Elﬂl!‘_'ltiﬂll
made sufficiently attractive to in uee

brainy young men to adopt 1t.

After having referred to great engmﬂr-

ing works of olden times,. the proicssor
<aid it was obvious that the'modern ‘man
who was to be master: of his profession
required an altogether different and m .}
extensive equipment  of i knowledge amt :
training than iis older mtatm *{.
it was precigely that difference ‘m
eneral public and the hm-:mmentl

. 80 slow to recognise. The status had,
qT:P result, remained at a lower level ﬂuat:
it might Ju-th claim. While the damnnu
made upon the engincer had become :|E:m t.
and more exacting i the matter, glh
quiring & broader and decpern fq}un an.
of scientific and practical know |
which had commonly to bé combined wit

administrative uh:ht} and
handling men, until to-day thl.'rn: was no

ssion in which the req its
ﬂr{-c:f: SE'I?EJIEI‘ it was unfortunately # .-+
that the re“ardﬁ of the rofession |
not increased in any, thiug like corres ‘m
ing proportion, High pmﬂmencg aAmon
the practising enginecrs o

i absolute necessity
:;::". relopment of the country, and the prl:h

attrae:
fession must be made s mmth‘

t'i.m to 1:wduce at h:-nsr, a t‘mr ];._l ltnr-
tion of our keenest minds and hﬁ
braina to enter it. Er@uﬂnn:

deve’m&md from an empirical art to an
pplie

::ujtl have not only practise in the ¥ .
| of his profession, but a lv.m:nu--irn:«clﬂ;l:r,E
understanding of the underlying &
principles as d deduced by the gregt m .3':.
gotors of the past, and, in ad 1%E |
shonld be iIn tuueh with present 2

velopments.

capacity for

Australin was
Enr the su ful

science. The modern. engine
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Marvel of Electricity. )
Ope of the most astonuding ﬂunr..! in
whole of human history was t Vi

50 years. Rapidly the great
ot the earth were being h nrnesaed

ply the power that was dmtnhu

1 centres of industry miles away. L.i
| light was universal, and avtificial _i]l_ .:'

ht rival da-.ltsrht
ilrnnt:n;u 'ﬁnd other vehicles were w
by an invisible force as silent a8 1 oo e
powerful. By its aid we llllﬂﬂﬁl'
conversed with, distant ([riends
voices w {:ﬂ: mrnic-d b:ni It::l :ama X V!
agent along miles o
mgﬂrc nstnn?nhmg still, by elec
through space. Scarcely any
had ever happened t‘.‘D'lﬂ[ mm R
that in its cffect upon
press of mankind., It m
scientific research,
life of engineern b
for the ever a Erlt-lnt -:. X
vention, and the more gﬂl
of ecientific hrmmﬂﬂ to
engineering  work
Ingn the nﬂﬂmﬂ“h
| neer
the en u tlln Facto
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