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seases had ‘Ted almost fo more
than truth, and the very basis of.
N methods devised to limit the spread
} “'i'"; such dizcases has since. been prov
e nanlil b fullacious.
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HlftﬂEzlEflIIIF to apply to the control of
diseages communicated by insects and
human “earriers”
insulinfchinery set up in ignorance of the fact
that infection can be conveyed by any
{means other than “air, water, and eoil,”

the vehicles named in & now defunct
formula, Nor does the conclusion that
the Act is now ineffective rest upon mere
seientific

ities, foc
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points out, our success in preventing
. {preventible diseases has not kept pace
with our increasing knowledge.
death rate for the
ghould be much lower:
could be further reduced by a systematio
use of the resources of preventive medi-
cine, is indicated by the remarkable re-
sults which have followed the adoption
of modern methods in other communi-
ties. South Australia is the only Aus-
tralian State which is making no de-
termined effort to lessen the incidence
of venereal discase; and,
‘Medical Congress in
vear, Adelaide suffered the shame of mqpe islands
being ranked with Hobart in having the Franklin, and Flinders,
highest death
fuberculosiz of all the capital cities of
Australia,
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There is nothing more paralyzing
ﬁmﬁ soli-satisfaction, a state of mind
" much more dangerous in the community
“than in the individual, by reason of the
greater power of the collective intelli-
Jgence and the need for & common pur-
‘pose in all real human progress, South
JAustralia has Jong prided itself upon
the fuct that, in relation to several im-
‘portant administrative reforms, it has
acted the distinguished role of pioneer;
""_, so long as this pleasant conviction
bperates as an incentive to further ad-
vancement, evervthing possible should
bo done to encourage it, Buf, if the
State should evince n disposition to rest
upon its laurels, humility is the better
spirit, It 1s satisfying to be assured
that, at the time of its passage in 1898,
{the South Australian Public Health Act
“|was “onc of the most advanced pieces
“|of health legislation in the world."
" |The authors of that measure are entitled
“'ﬂl.ll' thanks and to our admiration;
jbut 1t was also due to them that the
|State -should have 2o far followed their
‘prdgrcﬂivn example as to have esca
{the reproach that now ite methods for
the preservation of public health have
“antiquated
That, 1n a

profession itseli in diseredit: but there
18 every reason
standard of medical knowledge is as
high in this State as anywhere ¢lse,
and that the best results possible  in
the circumstances are
A surgeon equipped only with a rusty
carving knife would not be altogether
blameworthy for the failure of an opera-
tion performed with that primitive in-
strument.” Except the need were des-
perate in the highest degree, he would
refuse Lo operate at all unless beiter
supplied. The medical faculty generally
does not refuse to function under the
South ' Australian Public Health Act;
but there are dircctions in which the
‘doctors, individually and
‘aro powerless to struggle against’ its
Nimitations, and to this extent the exis-

Iwcumc
fective.” quarter of a
century, “advanced” health legislation
its place among things
archaic, is suggestive, not only of the
mpidity of scientific development, but
si the danger of halting to admire
: _ The address de-
vored before the Public”Health Aso-

gintion last week by its President, Dr.

should " takoe

resh achievement, : . A
' increasing attention 1s

the_ teaching of preventive medicine, |

Fiventy-fivo years ago, the atudy of the must be furiilied with all the iwmproy
odes of transmission of e nmunicable. ents suggested b Witars ot

t1#is no reason why South Australia

It is obviously {mpossible

climnte than in this State.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
 PLANTS,

nbstractions, As Dr. Hone
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State

Their Natiwve Haunts.

The Prince of Wales Theatre, Adelaide
DUniversity, was crowded on Tuesday even-

ing, when Professor T. G. B. Osborn,
D.Sc., delivered the second of three illus-

trated extension lectures on “South Aus-
tralian plants in their native haunts.” In

plant life of the hills and plans, On

last lands and islands

In The Bight.

referred to were Pearson,
all of which are
Professor Osborn

AMelbourne

. situnted in The Bight.

rate Jrom

plant communities, to which he

ferred at length in his opening lecture.
the flora of the islands
: named, and said that the main type of
in South Australia, or if the existing plant there was scrub and chiefly teatree.

Act were abreast of the times, statistics

‘He explained

Serub, he added, was a term

height or proportions of trees.
ow no more than four or five

to helieve " that the

mallee serub.
used correctly,

being obtained. in that sense the world over.
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fall were unfavourab
The Mount Compass arca
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stone soila.  Such soils were
winter and baked drr
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monthe, Tree deve
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collectively, sed the good soil
Island and parts of Eyre eninsuls

| ANl such poils were most diffienlt for

ling legislation i3 instrumental in the | ploitation, and in the prmt:ttju;ri‘ﬁit:.x
SRl preventionotiithe dn‘.'-‘:ln]mmutl ﬂ-ﬁ;ﬂh Tﬂ;nﬁit:{:!ﬂﬂ:;mﬂgﬁ tmﬂnrthnm'
of medical science. At the University, || naturally, and even burning did not pmi

ng duce much permanent grass. The matura

gvote
} | products of that land were few,

gnum of Kangaroo

but the public health administrafion is
such as largely to deprive the com-
munity of the benefit of this irportant
adyvance, and to discourage, among the
youngef men of the profession, the ap-
plication to
further elaboration, of principles which
should lie at
health aclivities,
sary that the Health Aot should bo so
amended as to afford every encourage-
ment o the practice of preventive medi- deep
cine, the ideal
doctor n
curative, agent, The machinery
of the Health t
tirely reconstructed, to permit of the
inauguration of the new era of “safety
first” in public health;
possible a co-ordination of effort along
pettled line of poliey. _
arraignment of the Loeal Boards of
Health is sweeping, but amply justified,
if only because of the evident failure
istanced Of the system of which the Local Boards

F- 8. Hone, should Thave the cifect of
ng in the minds of the. people of
he State profound dissatisfaction with
the existing health lawe, and a desire
amendment,
Hone's eriticism, besides proceeding from
s acknowledged authority on all mat-
¢ pertaining to public health, is not
With unecompro-
wing candour, he directs attention to
t i deficient and what mistaken,
d 05 clearly indicates the bature of
¢ necessary remedial measures,
0 advanee of medical knowledge
ml.innnul and rapid wrmuru]y
the present Public Health Aot
erative, but the Aet i
dantially unchanged.  Tharo
ice of moclety a notable
ation of recent scientific dise
e d LR ]

medical principles, ‘and
b legislation &

for. their speedy

“destructive.
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most mnotable.
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Another type of scrub-bearing soil was
composed of sand rich in lime, in which
travertine limestone developed. Where the
travertino was close to the suriace unly
dwarf mallee grew mnaturally,
stant burning, grasses could be encouraged,
but the destruction of the natural vegela-
tion frequently  promoted dritt of the
sondy soil. That type of country, like the

practical affairs, or the

the root of all public
It is urgently neces-!

existed where scrub wu.dnrnlupcd

soil, hui; in ? di:;tn:ttwhemm
: owth.

Boing to make every fall was too low for forest gr

than =n
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Department must be en-

those places formed some of

and to make

problems waa water conservation,
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of not only lead the van once more in rels- * PEIUR:AND SUUS
ed/tion to the enlightened charscter of. jts
health legislation, but furnish to thd
world convincing prool that nowhere i
there a healthier people or a bettes

the first of the series he dealt with the

at the British the latter oecasion ha spoke on scrub

pulmonary emphasized the idea of the huitdinmp of
re-

familiar to.
iRy  most people, but difficult to define exactly.
of this kind would involve the medical By scrub was implied a vegetation consist-
ing of woody plants that did not attain the

o gocond o o serios of thres (xtenson
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was mentioned in hig prevesie .
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Mree dive'opment was only possble In
the vallovs where the streams had eut
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Totand and parts of Egre Deninkula: all
atch soils were most difticslt for exploilas
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Siote’s development thoae greng Wiy s o
tim 'y nselems,  Vory littic grass grew up:
on them natorady, and. &ven burulng off |
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The natural ].r:I"l'“HIlh"l'n of that land were
few. the vaecea gum of Ranraroo I-t'.nmll
being one nf the mist notable, CANSHE
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familiar with that form of wvegetation in
There the term scrub was
and it would be understood
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Island being one of the
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| lronstone soil areas, was practically use-
less. An entirely different state af affairs
on good
the rain-
There
at areas of that type in the
mallee lands on Eyre Peninsula, Yorke's
Peninsula, and east of the Murray, though
had been cleared for farm-
ing. Once the serub was rolled and burnt
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tire'y different slate of naffairs eXisted
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was toa low for {orest srowth. 11“11'
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In the South Hall at the Fider Consem
torium last night l.ih*r l.-‘!.dt.-’:n.i-.{r LI:T\‘I'I'ﬂtf-
Deamatic Society held. s urs i
M, Paul McGuite (president) vacupicd
e char, _ .
Y Profescor Stiong in o review of mn'lil.'i
ihe work done by amateur atlote Ilmm'.
trosses in Anstralia, with cepeln il |
tion of the Repertoey Theatre rnh::r:r ni
xaid that there should be :;mhnll 1 o
cities of the Commouweaiif o I
tion between the Universty Drnmtl_rAH
cletios and the Repertory Theatred .
- the efforts of Mr. Hriﬂrﬂﬁll :
yrity the movement ¥
mitiated et
establishiment 40
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the soil was quite snitable for the growth
' of grain, and wherever the rainfall during
' the wheat-growing scason was sufficient
the most
| valuable agrioultural areas. One of the
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