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~ A LIBERAL EDUCATION

'i'_'.:i,nxme FOR A DEFINITION.

=

| The main purpose o! the
Education Soclety of South
Australia, which opens to-

- morrow, will be to define,

. if possible, the require-

. ments of a liberal educa- |
tion.

If the Education Socioty of South

ustralin ~ succeed in  defining
more exactly the requirements of g
liberal education, it will perform

somothing that has so far defled the
Iuﬁnrm of leading thinkers through-
‘out the world. It {s significant that
‘the notiea setting forth the purposc
"of the conferencce contains the
‘gualification “if possible.” Evidently
It is felt that tho discovery of an
jexact definitlon is by no means an
imy‘ task.

With that feeling most people.
whather they are experts in educu-
tion or not, will heartily agree.
When educationalists themselves
cannot arrive at anything like a
ananimous understanding on  the
subject, the ordinary person who
claims no special anthority may be
excused for his or her inability to
provide one. ‘Still, it iz a question
din which everyone is interested. It
'we cannot get an exact definition
of what is required we must be sa-
tistled with some sort of & make-
Ehift that will provide for all pre-
sont practical purposes.

Any makesnift adopted must be
glastic enough to allow of alteration
Or modification when such a course
Is found expedient. Same people
consider that an accyrate definition

tof education is not only not pos-
sihle, but not neccssary. Most peo-

i ple, however, will subscribe to the
idea that In general terms a libaral
education means the development of
ithé mind and body of the individual
' thelr fullest capacity in the in-
Berests not only of the individual,
mt of the community.

*Thﬂ enconragement and develop-
ment of the powers of thought, and
#he cultivation of a strong, healthy
mnd disease-resisting body, many
poople believe is a good enough de-
initlon for a liberal education for
il practical purposes. Under some
of the systems of educatian now in
‘vogue it is to be feared that the
ipower of thought is discovered by

d and fast rules of cramming for
[#xamination  which deaden ‘tha
Smagination amdd  stifle “ originality.

And most people agree that not
5« attention is given by pre-
‘valling methods of edutation to
‘physical (fitness and the preserva-

tion of health.
If any definition can be found that
will dispose of these two admitted
in existing oducation
yatems it will be heartily welcom-
ed. Then we may buve people
thoroughly sound in mind and body
and thus have estahlished a soclety
superior to that which now exists.
“person who is capable of exercis-

£ o the fullest extont his think-
fr pacity, and also takes proper
‘his body, which has been
‘damcriood a8 the temple of God,
ay be considersd to bave socured,
other n liberal ednoa-

will make him an
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and “the place of musle” are two

‘subjects dealing with Influences in :
[lifo which no doubt have thefr re- o Cm—
fining and ennobling effects, “The A HIGH ADVENTURE,

humanities™ §s a subject which has Something of the glamor and romance of
not recoived as rauch prominence as Eizabethan literature was recalled by Pro-
it should have done One might al- fessor A. T. Strong, in a lecture delivered
‘most think that in connection with dCTREPrNEE 0" Wales Theatre at the Uni-
this subject alone the elusive defini- H_;il{!:r {;?r}ml{e a?vﬁ ﬁ"ﬂ:{:.;g:
tion might be found. *The place of oty e 7 T DN
sclence” Is another subject  which|Sourse on the s fagcinating subjedt. Pro

jeasor Strong, who enriched hig text with
one might consider of paramount| scvern] readings, contrasted (he Engish
Im portance.

literature of to-day with that of the grear
The world owes a lot to sclence| Elizsbethan period, when the works of
and will owe it a great deal more as

I

all writers were permonted with the socal
and poletical thought of the times, It wos

long a= it is used for purposes,k of| lpossibie to Judge that work with-
construction rather ' than -destruc-jout  u a‘“’“t Thﬂ“““‘ o :f‘“ s Mo

& £ backgroun 0  man’ madonas  ied-
tion. The sex problom a8 one ing wis one  of security aend (bank-

that has been approached with de- ful confidence in the 'Tudor dypasty.
licacy and difidence in the past, but Kiizibeth herseli was the symbol und In-
the time is coming when the evils cm'tiﬂhﬂn t!?f L{‘“-‘"‘-‘ ‘;5“1“‘11‘" I:iﬂ?:“hl Ah
w 1 T vl Par ly nDatiomai, an : partly apmritiGgi, 1ik
w:]lil?hs-nn:nf T-?im |t1-ahtn [Lljf? cltﬂ:;‘][i spirit of loyalty, which was a part of tha

cCrecy 1 ha _ AL Hiterature of the period, was intenvified by
with. “Intelligence testing I8 = the glamor of ber womanhood, and funne
new departure in educational

. ¥ h‘
t?;tdﬁ't but “hﬂth:]r L “I:Eﬂhgu acit genuime national idl:ul:ium_ wns blent with
sible (0 measure the me " ¥ o medineval sense of chiwlry, wheh sur

of an Individual in a manner simi- yiyad the Rensissance, Spenser, in his
lar to measuring the size or woelght “Faerie Queene,” pald numberless tnbutes
of a parcel iz doubtful. Yet the to his sovercign, aud nothing could surpass

sibilitles. Mental as the lyricall patriotism of George 1'cal, lmr_:
|Scheme; has poss wt A B3 ypie spirit was quickened by the defeat of
well as physical capacity wvaries. ¢, Spanish Armada in lﬁﬂi The enrliest
Other snhjects of a comprechensive|known example

of the English historic
charncter give hope that as

pos- Attempts on ber life her enemies, This

thae\play woz performed in the same year, and
i wos only one of o mighty sequence of 230

result ;of the' conference sometbing iy, . piys which follawed in the fiiteen
useful will be contributed towards fors that preceded Elizabeth's death. All
solving the great problems with ghese plavs, which were a veritable paze-

ant of English history, were performed,
and they presented one-fifth of the dra-
matic output of the times, - livery pre-
| coding sovereizm hoad a phkee in them and
tho historical interest thus aroused in the
people soon passed on to a love of legen-

which educationalists are faced.

‘AN EDUCATION CONFERENCE.

r%‘" b .'—i Jqlh:[ }9?1 dary lore, and in their real desre Lo
It i¥a welcome sign of the times that|find a ligh and noble story for their

. = e many great writers  welcomed, the
‘Fﬂ“.r‘-ﬂ.t]tm“.eﬁ ok numfrmm_ incursion into a mage realn of goodness
institutions in South Australia, from the gud bruvery arrayed against evil.  The

i Varsi e stories of Holinshed and others had pro-
!‘mdﬁrﬁﬂrmn. o _@E_HE‘}_‘LFF}__W: ha,\c vided Shakespeare swith material on which
seen constrained for their mutual edifi- ¢ " oo nc ™ The “Polyolbion” jof Michael
ation and the public advantage to II}I‘ﬂ,}.‘luﬁ VAL am iudnnrq::::-.*;ﬁf hnglnntd, and
an E i i 1 the writer was undou: y, & great poet.
form an _}'.dum}t:gg __$q-:1t;~}}rf for the The moving beuty of the lines describ-
urpose of keeping abreast of approved ing Miliord Haven were convincing evi-
‘ducational thought. In no other dv;ujm on ‘that point, A et ok
. - . The ¢arer curiostty which was s
111'1:'1:!.1-::-11 t hun_t_h s nt: Eh:.!d *nultu:'e and the freed spirit of the Renaissance, whieh®
raining for citizenship, is it more de- s the soul of thelﬂpghﬁh people, mutll‘:d
s ) ntal and spiritual] expression in the daring voyages of Lhe
']mlb ]Ek thlﬂ _t" ﬂb:; [bﬂe A F e | SYEAL IElizabethan sailors, Wwho were ex-
outlook sha road and CXIEnSIVe,) 1.-wg of the sea, and also the dauntless
and that the tasks shall be periormed t'l'il.\.'('"l‘."lﬁ b:i land. ]\;Jﬁm:;nh}i and l-lr:::-
- 1 2 ] bisher, Hawvkins ang ¢ had in raality
Ts'lmic-hmrtec‘ﬂy, with a due sense of the N o el e eI evo S Wi
mealculable importance of the issues at| " qoe, interest manifested, not only in
stake. The revelations of modern re-|sea ﬁght.%"gi, htuL;m new am]tﬁtmn:j;; n{-‘&mi‘:]n
: ) i has : ; ties. No betiey monument rem
f-cnrci} in psy chology have pmcumll{. T e (P heani e s and seamanship than
volutionised formerly prevalent ideas|Richard Hakluyt's “Principal Voyages,
concerning methods of education, and Tmﬂijm.ldmli l‘i‘imwneﬂ,' in which t}:e
o RS . . ea . AtEOLCE inzland’s stn power irom he
the constitution of the Ehl!d mind. Kin-j ot inings, on 10 Drake's greag ad:
dergartens, the Montessori system, and |yentures, and the hewois  vovages ol
surhythmics have introduced vastly bet-|Duavis, Frobisher, Willoughby, ‘and Chan-
ter ways of captivating and training the
intellectual and emotional faculties than
had ever been possible under the old
modes of teaching: and before the
student of child psychology there may
vet be a vast unexplored field. Nothing

educational F**

turer's contention that in =ome respecis

mae- to an intenslty of passion by the {requent

beauty of the phraging justified the lec-d

cellor.  The splendid prose of his day
was apparent in Cavendish’s deseription
of thg destruction of the Santa Anna.
Profeasor Strong | read  Sie Walter
Raleigh's graphic description of the fight
of the Revenge at Flores against fifty-three
Spanish  ships of war. . The sonorous
but good, therefore, can eventuate from
friendly and co-operative efforts among
‘educationists to understand more per-
fectly the true character of the work
which devolves upon them, and to dis-
cover, and give sound advice regarding,
the best ways of helping the rising youth
{in the community to achieve a worthy
'and a happy destiny. The annual con-
|ference of the Education Society, which
:will be inaugurated at the Institute
|Buildings to-morrow, promises to be
'plensingly helpful to all the participants,
and to prove illuminating to teaching
staffs generally. The main purpose of
'the papers and discussions is to define
more exactly, if possible, the require-
ments of a liberal education. When all

s said that may be said on behalf of

it was better than Tennyson’s spirited de-
seription of the same event. .

The praise for English discovery was
sounded in many a poem, and the mixed
motives which led to it also received due
consideration. It was an age of pirales
and huccaneers, who rubbed shoulders with
saints and seers, and trade and intngue
brushed against  science  and  religion,
Idcalism was there in goodly measure also,
wnd George Chapman, poet, playwright, and
transiator of Homer, showad hiz fervent
beliefi in it. It waes an age when the
adventurous spirit of such men as Ralergh

and Drake and Sir Humphrey Gilbert com- |

municated itself ta literature, and when
men like Sir Philip Sydney and Michael
Drayton, although they never saw the
Spanigh Main, were explorers at heart, jor
the same spirit urged them and others
forward in upknown realms. The tremen-
dous interest in ary and literature Iad even
the Elizabethian fop into paths of learn-
ing, a8 could be seen in Sir Philip Sydney’s
“Defonse of Poetry,” and it was exem-

ified in some of Shakespeare's charastors, |

vocational training, commercial cduca-
tional equipment, and  “domestic
courses,” there remains the fact that
boys and girls have a priceless spiritual
endowment which needs careful foster-
ing and development, if they are to
attain to the full stature of manhood
and womanhood. The conference will
achieve a valuable end if it shall illus-
trate more clearly and definitely the
right manner and process of enabling the
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E‘hn new treasures made available by the |
capture of Constantinople and the ilight
of the Greeks to Italy had been enim*!r
availed of in England. It remained, how-
ever, for Christopher Marlowe, with his
cager fire, his will and intense passion for
life and beauty, and the soaring intellec-

e
UNIVERSITY EX1T | J
. 'LEGTU'H;E:': ! ALt By
: : - L '_; Il..*l'-.-_ll 1 i "
The firat of a serica_of theeesextansion ;
lectures at (i ersity o -...1' W .

given by Professoxr A, T. Strong on
day evening. ¢ prolessor contraste
the present period with the HWM
age in respect to the class  conneetion
which at that time existed between litora-
ture and the main socisl and political enr-
rents of the day. In the England of to-
'day there scemed to be uhlm,u’: imperfect
connection of that kind, The main soeiul |
or national i'eu]mg wak one of security apd
confidence in the Tudor dyuasty which had
ruled England with a firm hand and de
livered it from the strife consequent on
thﬂ Wars of the Roses. ﬂf thlt “uﬂml
Elizabeth  herself  becamd in  pome
sonse a symbol, and it was for that reason
eather than for less worthy one® that so
mich homage wae paid to her by the
average :

- - e

o —————

Elizabet hlun ] wrltur]:j:rh |

The strong and almost lyrie feeling of
patriotism was quickened by the def:i‘t. of
the Spanish Armada in 1588, and that led
to a remarkable difference in Hisrature,
and, indeed, in the work of Shakespears
himseli. The pride which the mon «f the

e — -

time took in their ‘couniry's Riaries
was cxtended to  ita nasl his
tory, and cven lo prehistorde  legends

The pride taken by the Eiiﬂhelh.nuriﬁ?itﬂ;
in- his country’s warfare extended also ta
the exploits of her explorers and dik-
covercrs, and that, in ity turn, evoked &
vast literature., The greatest moaument
of the glory of Elizabethan senmanshin
was that of Richoard Haklost, which L
been called the great prose epic of the
English nation. It began with e opeye
ing of English scamanship a6l o)
to then contemporary  times  chraniel
' Drake’s expedition to Cadiz, the voyages]
of Daviz and Frobisher, the herole nud!

disastrour aitemptzs made on the North
Sea passage by Willonghby apd® Clan-
cellor, and the ndventurca by sl and
sea of Antony Jenkinson, 21 RE
To illustrate the spleadid prosa whish
occurred in Haxlayt, the lecturer tad &n
extract from Sir Waulter Raleigh's secomutl
of the great sen fight between teet Tl
venge and the Spanish fleet—the haltlel
of “‘the one and the fifty-three® whith
had inspired Tennyeon’s etirring baliad
Extracts were read from the peetry of
the period showing how tle::]p]j:.lhz in:
terest in discovery by sea had bitten into
the brains of Eagland’s poets and thinkers. |
The lecturer then drew a parallel be-
tween the spirit which impelled the sea-|¢
farers and the =pirit which urged -poets
and men of genius o make. their dis-
coveries in the world of thought and art.
He emphasized the iremendously Keen in-
terest taken in learning and art throughe
out ‘the period. Even the courliers and
fops of the day could not aflord m."h,
withont nccomplishmentisVof that kind
The speaker aunted Siv Philip Sydney's
“Defence of Poetry” in  illustration J“f[
the point, and concluded his lecture with
a discussion of Marlowe, mamtainiug that
his eager, fiery «will, his intense ou
for life and beauty, and hiz soarng in-
tellectual ambition was mmt,_tﬂ!lml ,ﬂ_f
the ecarly Fnegligh renaissance; aund that'
the very receklessness and lawlessness of
'his life scemed akin in spirit to his geniug
l which =corned and: broke all bonds “"fﬂ‘ﬂ :
lrrl.rm't to realize its ‘highest beingis & _|
——#{:
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“A Liberal Education”
Patrde-

.

By a Contributor, *'."J' ]

It was hardly to be expected “1.‘.*‘!
phase of our national life would :
from the general overhaul that war e
ditions always bring.  Still less ‘could’
be expected that our teachers ‘Il'#l!]ﬂ.} i
cnntnimt to I?*m'k nlu}bllp: the q}ii_t.]-“.-". -
nttacking their problems, — BOL - SRS
ments usually develop m}'itﬂf’?ﬂlh'
just as usually imply leadership.  SCASE
new education movement, as it
called, has taken tribute of mADy OISR
velopments,  Educationists have s v
amining the new medical, ethical ROUSPAY -
chological teaching, with the object of 89+
propriating any s tion that will AEP
towards the better completion of
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tual ambition of his day, to make blank
verw the stapic metre of Enclish drama,,
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task.  They have been analysing EREE:
sclves and their equipment.
]Thnthin 'mem]ini'htn state qno. aspect tl
the change, e heart-searchibic &6 |
changed the attitude of thinkin L.
towards the child, and towards his EQRS -
tion., _Search has been made for 8 BE
educational dymamic. The ¢ "'""P e
being laid rather on John himse

] K -'I.."' o
food thak?

the child, than on the mental

T g i el el -L'
Inid before him in_the schodl, &gt
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