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EXTERDING ADULT EDUCATION
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Enthusiastic response is being made to the professions of p
5} mpathy by the Minister of Education with the advancement and
of education. The realisation of the value of enriching youths and adults w ¢
knowledge useful to their equipment as cfficients in their avecations d! i
15 an inspiring influence in the realm of politics. Ewven if the cost
be £330,000, as stated at Norwood on Saturday, the money could not ”“"'
better spent,
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A recent deputation from the Workers' Educational Association, whch.
is accomplishing so much in adult education at trifing cost, was ﬁllud
with a spirit of hopefulness by the Minister's vigorcus utlerances. ‘
association asked for an increased grant of £2,500. Four-fifths of the lmnnnl.
it was explained, would be devoted to extending the association’s operations
in the country, Considering the great difficultics attending the develop-
ment of adult education in that direction, it is not surprising that the
Minister was in full accord with the deputation, and he reiterated that the
Labor Government was pledged to a vigorous policy of assisting and impru-rf. i
ing education. i

That was an encouraging statement, but it was tempered by the :uhln—‘-
quent limitation that the spirit was willing but the capacity of the Treasary |
was limited, That is the old plea with which so many Ministers have disap-
pointed cducationalists and starved the education vote. It is also in striking |
contrast to the Minister's former avowal that money must be found for pro- i'
moting education. Fortunately the impression of timorousness thus created
has been largely dissipated by the deliverance at Norwood. ‘

Economically, the cutting of a garment to suit the avzilable cloth may
appear to be a sound and admirable principle, but what 15 required 15 a |
better garment and the provision of more cloth, That has been the stumbling
block with all Ministers of Education. They have not had the political
courage .to provide the cloth to fashion a worthy garment,

There is a tendency to look upon the education vote as a heavy, if i
necessary, outlay for which there is no apparent tangible return, but as a fact
it is a superh investment—the only one by which the people may become
truly great. National progress and development can almost be calculated in
terms of the extent of the education expenditure. Possibly the direct return
may not be visible in actual sovereigns, but the benefit is undoubtedly there.
America is reaping now the harvest of industrial prosperity, the seeds of
which were sown in the immense sums devoted to the vocational culture of

the people.
In South Australia, the State is only providing the elementals of the

training, which is to be turned to profitable account.. It requires a strong
man prepared to encounter great obstacles, and, at first, perhaps deieat, to
secure the provision of the funds requisite to attain national education in s

fullest sense,
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MIDWIFERY TRAINING

Better Instruction Urged

Adelaide Women Emphatic

. i
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Following the ‘remarks of Mr, J. Jelley!
(Chiel Secrotary) withk™ ™ reference
to the proposed establishment of a chai
of midwifery in New South Wales, and
the position in Soiith Australia, the views
of some prominent women in Adelaide
were sought,

“There is a groat .necessity for a mid-
wifery ward at the Adelaide Hospital, and
thoe intention to establish one there should
meet with universal approval,” =aid La
Moulden, who is one of the oflicial visi:
tora at the Adelaide Hospital, and who
has- recently visited the public hospitals
ul Melbourne and Sydney. :
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