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| AGRICULTURE IN
. THE TROPICS.

I EMPIRE WORK.

LESSONS FROM THE
W1ST INDIES.
% Sir Arthur Shipley

'~ (Chairman of the Governing Body, Imperial
College of Tropical Agriculture).
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One wonld like to begin at the besinning, but.
| +in the case of the Imperial College of Tropical
. Agriculture it is a little difficult to say, pre-

. cisely, where that beginning lies, In one sense,
the whole enterprise arose out of the Imperial

\were in Barbados.

This had been estallished by the Colonial
Office, in 1889, with the twofold object of re- |
storing the sugar industry in the West Indies
‘and of encouraging other industries. The De-

Morris and,

" assistants, was markedly successful.

R
%  Planters in Trinidad passed a resolution in
favour of the establishment of an Agricultural

through the Governor, to the authorities at
liome, and that enlightened statesman, Lord
Milaer, who was Secretary of State for the
- Colonies, appointed in 1919 a Tropical Agri-
calture Committee to consider the possibilities.

After many sittings, and the taking of much
evidence, this Committee unanimously reported
'} in favour of the establishment of the new
5, and this was elfected with little or no
| ing the presentation of a petition
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King for a grant of a Royal Charter of

nw on, the College was registered under
the impanics Acts,  The licence was dated
_September 2, 1921, and this date may be re
t.b;: fuunclnl.mn date of the College.

d the In:&ﬂnl Department became.
| r head the prineipal of
| e ﬁl&lﬂn- This was no small sacrifice
their I‘i‘b for :tlymunlt ll'ih.;lld t}nﬁalemnm]
. { e Ild' ot I3 e . £00 9 mhﬁda!

> much hotter and r climate of

o ‘Hﬂ then dra n out for the
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cities in the West Indies,

» partment, under the able guidance of Sir Daniel |
. later, of Sir Francis Watts, and |
with the help of a competent staff of capable |

In .‘ipnl 1913, a number of the leading |

College, and this resolution was passed on,

_. | }Fuﬂnﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁltﬂ
armng 4 the cstates
ks o ¥ e o e prinipl o,
ct*rt.nm number of new ho were
members of the staff. A disused hospital was

refitted and converted mu: laboratories and
lecture rooms, and here the College was
formally upeni*d by the Governor, Sir Samuel
Wﬂsun, in 1921.

A HISTORIC SITE.

Close to St. Augustine lio the Government
stock farm and the land where the Drpu:hnnn;

of Agriculture carries out its large-scale cxpun-
ments., Tho site is full of historic memories;
for it was through the orchard here that Sir
Walter Ralegl and his men advanced whcn
thevy burnt the Spanish town of St. Joseph m
1595 and obtained the pitch with which {g
caulk their ships. Here, too, in the drawing-
room of the residence, Valsayn, two genturies
later, the last Spanish Gowérnor, Don Josel
Maria Chacon, signed the treaty of capitulation
with 'the English 'representatives, Sir Ralph
Abercromby and Admiral Harvey.

The placing of the College in the island of
Trinidad has given rise to a little comment, a
little jealousy. Dbut after all,” as Lord Milner
said, it had to be somewhere. Trinidad is
the second largest islant in the Antilles ; its
goil is not only very 'fertile, but 1t 15 wvery
'varied, and on it large crops of every kind of
tropical produce are grown. ‘It has a populas
tion of just over 350,000, and its chief town,
Port of Spain, 15 well supplied with suehh
modern facilities as electric light, electric tram-
ways, telephones, a good water supply, and an
efficient drainage supply. A recent authority

has stated that it 18 one of the most sanitary
Morcover, another

fector played a part in the choice of this island
for the new experiment. This was the gencrous
offer of a very considerable subsidy to the
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| College by the Legislature of Trinidad and
| Tobago, and a very favourable site for the new

College buildings

The hm!r.lm;.,w drmgnml by - Major I, -G.
Corlette in the old Colonial style, are siumple,
The dignity of the fagade is due to the fine pro-
ortion of the several parts. Of course, in
ledmg laboratories there is always a fight
between the staff, who want an  enormous
window arca, and thc architeet, who thinks that
too much window spoils his design. In this
case the staffi won, and the rooms are all well
lighted. On the ground floor are an entrance
hall, with the principal’s room, a lecture room,
the library and laboratory devoted to physics
and to sugar technology, with the common room
and office at the back, The first floor houses
the class rooms and the botanical, mycological,
entomological, and chemical Iaboratories, and
rooms for the professors and women students.
On ecach floor there are wide and spacions
galleries, on which the rooms open. The
building, which will be completed at the
beginning of the next academic year, has cost
£39,000. On another site
model sugar factory will be built during the
summer. This has been made possible by the
generosity of the British = Sugar Machinery
- Manufacturers, who have given the College
machinery and plant to the value of £20,000.

CONETITUTION AND FINANCE.

The econstitution of the College comprises :—.
(1) A governing hody, which meets in London,

and consists of & certain - omber of leading
landowners and merchants (s Lty the
British  Tropies, and an equal nu. (. of

seientific men, some of whom are nominated by
certain universities ; there are also a representa-
tive of the Colomal Office, and representatives
of the participating Colonies, who can,: of
course, only attend on the rare oceasions when
they are visiting home.

Committee, which meets in Trinidad : this con-

‘aists of the Senior Financial Officer uf Trinidad

‘and Tobago and the Principal and six other
Governors resident in the West Indies, (3) An
Academic liuard comprising the Principal and
{he Profes=ors, who deal with the course of
studies and matters of disecipline, . and  corre- |
Pnnd with the Governing l{lmh' through tho

Executive Committee. ""n.'ntnrnlly difficulties
~nrige from time to time, owing to the 4,000 miles
which separate the (‘nwnung Body in London
from the Exccutive Committee in Trinidad, but

these difficulties have so far been fow a.nd far |

between, and, on the whole, the arrangement
has “nrkm:l vmh a minmimum of friotion.

The financing of  this new College
been necessarily a matter of anxiely
the rnmnu-rs.
hax mntnhntud n

spredd over a ‘peri
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ant of £15,000 t.u be
of five "years. |

in _the grounds a |

(2) The Executive

m |
The Imperial Gnvernmunh London would be dear at a halfpenny.
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utl-nru was discussed at the Educational

place of Imperial studies in edus

Lﬁﬁfnrmu at Wembley to-day.

Honry Hadow afd British Imperial his-
tory should be included in the curriculum

Lof British schools, and stated that as a
mmlt of the Exhibition many schocl ex
amining bodies in Great Britain had dﬂ
cided to allow the history and geography
of the Empire to be offered as optional
subjects, Thoe British Government, Bir
‘Heury declared, sbould establish an “edu-
cation ship,” pamages upon which would
Ibu open Ly scholarship to undergraduntes
in universities, and boys in the sixth forms
in public schools, to whom a knowledze
of the dominions would be invaluable,
Later the ship could make an nunu:! tour
of the principal dominions.

Lady Jersey urged that additional sleps
sliould be taken to enable children in
Great Britain to acquire information re-
garding the dominions.

. Bir Arthur Stanley said the duty of the
educational authorities in Great Britain

was to cducate the people on imperial

questions to o greater extent than at pre-
sent.

Major Kirk (New Zealand) advocated
that British politicians, even if they came
from the workshop or the dockyard,
should have an adequate knowledge of
the history of Great Britain and the Emnx
pire.

Viscount Burnham said he hoped that
the system of travelling scholarships would
be greatly extended, in order to juclude
teachers,
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Australia in- the Newspapers
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‘VILLAINOUS CABLE SERVICE’

Dr. H. Heaton (director of the Wor-
'Kers' liducational Associntlon in Ade-
Jalde) 1s bhaving a busy time in Eng-
land. Writing from Yorkshire on April
a8 he said:—

. My diary  containg more appoint-
ments than it does in Adelaide, and I
‘have travelled 3,000 1‘!1111.1 hy r'l.[I in the
lagt three months, Manchester. . Birme
mgham, Southampton, Leeds.
L Cambridge. Oxlord;
CLondon—if ¥ou Know yvour ]:g_nl‘,;]:qh 2e0-
graph ‘yvour will cealise that that is a
“wide spread, but when you boll it down

Imlu rai! Journeye at a vpace of a0-80
*mllu. an hour with non-stops for 120 or
even 180 miles, it all becomes little more
than slipping over to Murray Bridge.
‘AR the months go by the pligrimage
‘nhead lengthens, and autemn will spa
ime climbing, per CanadianPaclfic Itall-
way, the snowy slopes of the Rockics
to spread the gxlad tidings about Austra-
lin from Toronto to Winnipez and Ed.
monton, It .i8 almost certain that I
shall spend two or three months .. in
Cannda and the States. and 1I-am look-
ing forward to the chance of makir: a
comparative study of rural develovinen®
im North Amerlen and Austraha.
. “The more I stay In this conntry the
more I wonder that British peaple know
there 48 such a place as Australia, The
cble service Is villninous from wyour

end; I doubt if 500 words o wek are sent.

through. Woe never had the Nnal re-
jults of eithor of Western Australian or
the South Australian elections sent over,
and you can Eull‘!.lﬂ my wriath when one
day Jast week I huui;ht. “The Tl!‘l"l.ﬂﬂ.

‘Daily Herald,! ‘Morning Post,
‘Dily Tr!rgrnnh —id. In- all=to soc it
there was any election news from Ade-
Infde. Not a word, and the Agent-Giene-
ral does not know the finnl figures till
the newspapers come through.

“Agr for the presa ga o whole, the two-
penny moriing dailies are wondeful pro-
ductions, and take nlmost the whole
morning to  read through, But the
morning penny papers are. n.hummuhln
and stunty, while the evening issues in

I have said some hard things in my
ume nhnu; Australian papers, hut g lllkﬂ
most of it back unreservedly,

“After Easter 1 go I'.u Im:turau fur n
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