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’ Aflorestation is a problem that is being
Mtaken up by Australian Governments in |
& Halfthearted manner. Redently it’ was
announeed in an electioncering eampaign
‘that £30,000 would be expended within
the next five years in South Australia.
The Advisory Bonrd of Agriculture thén
distussed the matter and made recommen-
dn,ignnr. It js certain, however; that the
soriousness of the ‘question is not fully
grasped by the people ‘generally. |
Unless something on . a comprehensive
(#cale is undertoken Australin will soon be
denuded of commercin]l timbers and be in
‘the same plight asz other nations whose
tapidly diminishing forests are a matter |
‘of grave concern, .

. An indication of the rapid depletion of
forests may be gained from the fact that
'in the two islands.of New. Zealund  in
ISH0 there were neavly 40,000,000 scres. A
H'enr ago it was estimated that the area
ad been reduced to 11,500,000 acres—a
reduction of nearly 75 per cent.

Oceasionally an'effort ‘s made to place
forestry on a more satistactory basis, but
enerally it 18 considered subeervient to
(other industries in which more labor is
(employed.  The loss of timber by fire and
wiste is colossal, and for the last few years
those conversant with the question have
pointed out the danger of & fimber famine,

‘'he Forest Act of New Zealand oy a
Fewr ago mmaugurated a sound policy for
‘the presevvation and assurance of ample
timber supplies at equitable rates. New
Zeblland is regarded as possessing the best
soltwood forests . in _t,Jl'-r.- gouthern hemi-
snhere, nad has little competition. Aus-
Jtralin is congsidered suverior .in bardwoods, |
but it must be  realised ihat for every |
thousand feet of hardwood used the re-
quirements are tenfold in softwoods,

The mmdividual warieties of hardwoods |
mdigenous to Aunstralin and asmania are |
pstiniated at about 500, ad against 800 in
the United States. and Canada and 2,000
vaneties in the ’lalippines.

A leading timbeér merchant remarked
that the present was an opportune . time
{0 grapple with the queslion, and that it
was an owrgent matter if° the threatened
fumine were to be forestalled. He said that l
the greater part of the world was appa- |
rently awaking from the lethargy which
thad charncterised the industry lor many
Ivears, and that Austinlin could not.afford
ito be belind the times, \

The totsl” woodlands 1n. Great' Britain, |
lexciusive of those planted within the past |
‘thnee ycars, are stated to be more than
|2,1'.Hlﬂ,l.‘lrll{: acres. Now an effort 5 being
made to utilise the 15,000,000 acres ot
Dweste land which still exists—mostly moun-
tain and heath  country, where timber
conld  be' successfully and  commercially
growi.  Great Britain imports more than
10,000,000 tons of timber cach year. This
Cgoste more than £45,000,000, in it

In 1919 & Foregtry Commission Was
establighed in Scotliua and commissioners
anpointed with power to_spend £3,500,000
within 10 years. Great Britain can never
be expected (0 vield the amount of timber
amed firewood that is consumed there, and
muet turn to her colonice.  Fortunately in
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enongh and Lhe spirit of oxuberant
responsible

Caundit’s soil may be expected to produce Dationallsm was largely
detands when Américany forests are de- for the miseries of the world to-dav.
remembered that Opn the other hand there was
in a sloppy cosmopolitanism,
locturer thought that even an exub-
ix making vapid ¢rant niyionalism might be infinftely

o forest areas in both countrics, preferanle
in 1913 in Cansda 20,000 tons of news: jndividualism or to & class
print was made: the output increased 0 yh,4 4y,
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the State would be transcended
noaw Kix times greater than it was B0IMEC larger form of organisation hut
Australin has incressed her im: al pregept the State was the
. ¥igorouas and ipfiucntial
Lthe nocial instinel,
¢for a new philosophy of tha State, for
s frosh exposition of the principles
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pended on right thinking,
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Rrincipal Kick'  asserted * that
close relation  existod bitweon psy-
chology and the historical sciences.
Psychology and history enriches and
one another, Modern
in  psychology, notably
the study of psychology of the crowd
stressed the conviGtion  that  what

Melbourge | (vice-presi-
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themselves as

in & real and vital sense they wero
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rarions and imitative tendencies of
human nature ought to bo rocognis-

ed #s factors for good: an Isoliled
man might be a saint or a  hero |
“boro out of due time,” but he' waz!
mora likely 1o be a crank or a cri-
minal. wome  “thigh-brows”  wern |
never Lired of abusing “the crowd.”
Principal Kiek considered . that theso
men . were - partly responsible  for
Lne  reaction againul democrocy |
which was so evident in many ]‘:;11'15!
He agreed that the
social” instinct “was not  rational in'
orizin, but this did not mean that it
could not be justitfied by reason. The
“contract” was unsound
S0-
ciety was rooted in thoe very nature
of man, but society could only jus-
Lify “its existence in 20 far as it scr
ved to make possible the good life.
If any Lype of social- orranisation
in char-
| wiiL,

pointed " oul  that
societies existod beside the
State; the soclal instinel manifest-
vd itsell in the creation of churches,

Principal Kick

Lrades unions, and po ' ond of as1o.

L elalions. - These societies often  did
work that the State could nol do,
or 'could not do as eficctively.
The vitality of Lhe soeial
In&tinet, und Ltho stability
ol Lho State itself, might g
be measured by the multiplicity of
these organisations, But the

prablams, especially d casgses  where
pocieties trasconded State  boundar-
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opment in ecofomic
accustomed  to, pass cheerd
Mo accepting

stood and feelivy  bewildersd by the

various  ecOpomip cglasiyophos bt
took place all around him. The fune-
tion of a soarchlight was o throw
light into dark places snd hence the
function of sn = ecoDomic  searchlight
was o axpain to those who were willing
to listen the outstanding feators of (he
economio - evironment  which . were
clothed in darkness w the avVeémge citl-
|

Zen. ]
Direotly thay -thysw (heir  economic
BOATY 'Ba?'cru* Lo the’ i0tustrial  sye-

om the followitly ‘economis objects stood
out with remurkable clearmess, First
they had a greatly improved system of
productive trapsport. and  service as
comparéd with that of years gong by
and they found tha alongsido of this
there was acompuritively insignificlent
unproveinent in the goneral conditions
of life.  There was no-‘doubt that the
condlions of Iife of tha average man
had greatly ifmproved. at the same rale
as the improvement in the present in-
dustrial systom, Coupled wnth that they

had the alluring phenoméns of the
soady rising of pnoces.  This rising

In prices began away back in 1900 and
it had steadlly mounted = ever since,
though in certsin cases thers had been
individoal drops followed by rses On

the whole when they could say (hai of

recent yoars therd had beesn . a gracual
tendendy for prices to rise. ' Another

{catore of tho present systeamr was the|
Frowing demoand for an improvod stan. |

dard of life in all. couniries and sad
lo relalo ‘with this bad gops the in-
¢roasing suspicion wikth which classes re
Eard eachother.  Im compony With this
and possibly connocted with @ i were
movemeoents. which {0 the impariial ob
sarver could onlybe descmbed o comn-
capila]l and laber with
tho object of giving a minimum of work

ar a maxmmuom of returms © On the eidé
of capital this state of
brought about by what was called the
nrice |

Lheoryof monopoly price and
agrecments and on thg smide of labor
and’ eca'canny
Noither

side could ba blamed f{or

babl no conirol. In an-
othor direclion they s=aw the general
cittzens who

alfairs way ’

i - b
Bl Ay o
L

A

with recent devel-

l
';

tha‘tu:uu]d easily be
a of these goods ance t
produced and they f
the fact in the extraordinar.- alention |
which was being paid o the . &t
scionce of advertising in  (he
industrial world. Purthermors ghe
was a tendancy (oregopd the nationgl
debt as a great millstone tisd sboub.
the neck of the Dation.  While that]
was in a messure true when looked at]
lrom a certain poiot of view therd has
been a greal mmount of light T
upon their coneept of the nations] debt
by the work of two Ansiralisns {
ltir. and Mrs, Leo. Watsen, T
tdeas upon the national debt were n
exactly orthodox hut they were iﬁtﬂtﬂﬁ
ing in thai they acted s: a sort of &%
post poining the direciion along whie
thev might travel. The national deht
to them was pothing’ other than & mAns-
ure of the nations to 1 110
and deliver goods. = Tf i;h were 80,
and if it wers true thal the naliops!
debt conld ose 4 4 mediam  for fn
creasirngg the purchasing power of tha
community then there was no doubt
that they had placed within their reseh
a means of salvaliom as mporlant as
were the scientific  dizcoveries of tha
18th ceninxy. ‘What they

was education in soma of
modern developments in erder
{ might be sufficiently intéllizent Lo pi

up the remedy thad lay by their sSded I
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ifficulties in. political changes of the
tha pos-

' profit. sharing cO-Operation and
ifuone of these were o solye the rid-
disiel the spmy then' ik Wwas hopod that

benevolent lﬂg:iu]ulmu would bring
about the desired end.
Murning again o another  quarier

the searchlight revealed a fonm of act |
ivity: uhat wag uot ofien sgpoken abont

though it was kbown to exist.” Thp xef !
erence was to the conirol thay fifianee |
and financial considerations - exercised ||

for the policvy of production and over
"This couplad with

damand

l'llﬂ}'ﬁgl.'_-:'l, very important part  in: the
economip organisation.  Flowing from |

L \he cost of
This nocetsily of
oxporly had quite a def-
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Prually they had ihe  restlls

tadly bad did nol soem to be

of political obligation, The tremond- An (tho ' diMoult :
ong events of the rocent past and hh tho dﬁi:“ﬂf“' "":““ - g
the rovolationary  movements and| Mr. S ad s~ s
flerce re-acdions now in progress cal-| world to end
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