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Every year a certain period seems to be marked out as the open sea-
son for colds. And the remarkable thing is that this belief is not a
popular superstition, but a fact.

There are few individuals who do not suffer t'n:rm *colds or influenza
Coughs, like flies in the summer and other unin-
vited guests, are always with us, yet nothing is done to remedy that state
of affairs. These respiratory troubles are spoken of as “minor ailments,” and
comparatively little definite knowledge exists in regard to their real causes.
distribution or manner of spread. Diseases with spectacular names may be
more sudden and deadly in their effects, but they are confined, relatively,
to a very small number of persons.: But here are ailments anyonc is

liable to contract, which weaken the hody and often bring about more
serious diseases.

There 1s another
industry.

important fact to be considered—the effect
The proportion of lost time that is due to sickness 18,
as a rule, greatly under-estimated in' factory records, and the proportion
due to slackness over-estimated. Though no records are available, it is
probable that the greater percentage of lost time due to sickness is
caused through respiratory troubles, especially when the period of sick
leave is of comparatively short duration.

In the United States this vear a detailed study of common colds will
be begun by the Public Hc%lth Service in co-operation with the following
noted universities: Harvard, John Hopkins Medical School, Georgetown,
Howard, Tulane, Ohio State, Chicago, and California. It is éstimated that
the research will extend over a period of two or three years.

Co-gperation in, and facilities for, scientific research are features of
the American system which might well be copied by Australia, especially
in regard to the hnsthng problems of public health. Investigations into
various diseases have, no doubt, been undertaken in Australia by private
individuals, medical men mainly and Government officials, but there has
been nothing like an organised attack on the world of germs.

There are gix excellent universities in the Commonwealth, If aiI
these worked in co-operation with public health bodies on some common
subject of research,.it is certain that many present  health problems
would not present so difficult an aspect. Nor would the fear of epidemics

be so great, becanse there would i
exist a mechanism of investigati
prevention. B
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Following a lecture last week by Pro-
fessor Bruilsford Robertson, of the Ade-
Jaide University. a discussion on the
need of manufacturers to further scien-

(Advt)

tific research was held at the meeting

of ‘the Rotary Club today. Professor

[Robertson deprecated the fact that so

many University graduates were forced’

to leave the State to obtain pnﬁiuani
Tor which they had qualified.

Mr. J. R. Richardson (City Engmeer}
ppening the discussion, declared that

there was a great gap between theorei-

cal discoveries in the University labo-
ratories and their practical n.pp]im-
tions, He referred to the position in )
America, where a number of smaller
firms had employes attached to the
Universities as fellows. Their duty was
to make sclentific investigations rela-
live to the business their employers. He
thought that the practice might well
bir.- axtended to the Australian Univer-
Eities,

He instanced the case of tha City
Council. which. he said, could send a
man to perform research
nected with engincering and Health de-
partments. At present all the officials

were engaged fully on their routine
work and could not devote the time to:

experimental work, If manufacturers
fostered the scheme thr.-:.f would get the
right results as their experimenters
would have the valuable asslstance of
khe University professors,

Mr. 5. Perry stated that he wu not
clear whether Professor Robentson de-
gired the manufacturers to provide their
own experimenters at the University or

whether the manufacturers should nug,

ment a fund for the performance of re-
search work, the results of which could
be nnnhed to their industries.
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Perry did not think that it would be

possible for flrms in South Australia

to follow the xambple set In .hmmn:-J

The expense of kmp:ug’ research W
kers at the Universties would be too
great. He favored the idea that ‘tlu
manufacturers should contribute 1o A
fund. There was certainly room for re-
;un.rlfh lwcnrk which ghould be llliltnﬂ

y business men, '

Mr. L. Laybourne Smith paid a tri
bute to the broadness of the Adelaide
Wniversity. He stated that although
he left school when he was 14 he was
able to get a degree. This could nnt
be done at many Universities,
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