MRS. REGINALD QUESNEL.

T is not always ,
do the best work, whether in the world of art

or commerce, and very often one finds that
2 man or woman who has been quu:tl;.- carving
out his or her own carcer h:}& :}ccc‘rmpihslwd far
more than those whosc one aun mn h_fr: is to I-:.ur:lp
themselyes in the public eye. To the former cate-
gdr}* belongs Mrs. Quesnel, whose charming 1}1::‘-.
| sonality at once attracts, and of whose work one
immediately wants to know. ; |
Mrs. Quesnel first studied at t}u: 1':ld¢3r Conser-
vatorium under the tuition of Miss Guli Hack, to
whom, she says, she will always feel prateful, :Iﬂr
it was through her that her love for old !mh:m
music was fostered. “For the interpretation of

no one to touch her,” was Mrs. Quesnel’s tribute
te Miss Hack. .

On leaving Adelaide Mrs. Quesnel ]::-urm::,-cd.tn
| Paris, where, on presenting letters of introduction
! from Madame Ada Crossley and Professor lves,
she was accepted as a student by Madame Mar-
| chesi, that wonderiul woman who trained so many
| of our most famous singers. To be taught in
lorder to teach, was Mrs. Quesnel’s ambition, and
it savs much for her aptitude in this respect when
\Mladame Mathilde Marchesi, the mother of
Madame Blanche, asked her if she could possibly
Yemain with her for five years, as, feeling that she
vas getting old, she wanted to train someone who
vould be able to carry on her methods when she
tetired. I did feel that a great honor from such
L celebrated teacher,” said Mrs. Quesnel,” and
1eedless to say it would have been the joy of my
heart to have done this, had it been possible.”

The value of such opportunitics for study is
Eun'.u:a::urahlc, and this carnest student has been

ble to do much towards the development of
voung singers since her return to Australia. A
natural, casy production is rare in Adelaide and
Mrs. Quesnel Dbelicves in  nursing  Australian
voices, for, as she truly says, when once the vocal
chords begin to fray the music of a voice 1s lost.”

“l also encourage my pupils to develop origin-
lality,” continued Mrs. Quesnel, and she considers
fithat as no two pupils feel a song exactly in the
.';-.mu way, interpretation should be an art, not a
Mmechanical copy of someone else's idceas.
| For some years after her return to Australia
i Mrs, Quesnel hived in Syvdney, where she trained
Miss Eva Champion, a protege of the Girls' Realm
Guild. This young contralto’s training was en-
trusted to Mrs. Quesnel on the recommendation of
Damic Melba and Madame Ada Crossley.

Other singers who came to the fore under
Mrs. Quesnel's guidance were Miss Lily Mac
Keénzie Seton, Miss Ruth Bucknall and Miss Eliza
beth Bruce, of Sydney. These voung vocalists
were all highly complimented by the musical
critics at the time for clear tone, graceful style.
even production and well-directed intelligence—
truly a tribute to their instructress,

In 1911 Mrs, Quesnel was offered a post at the
Elder Conservatorium in Adelaide, since when
many pupis have passed under her able tuition.

One has only to listen to conversations between
her present pupils to know how much she is loved
by ‘them. Her influence as a woman is wonder-
f!IIE:." great for she is not only a teacher and an
artist, '!mt‘n charming, sympathetic personality.,
Every pupil is studied individually, and she is al-
ways ready to advise cach one from the depths
of a cultured and intelligent mind,

I}ur’"_ﬂ{ ”ll’ ]'I':H;lt ff’\\' months l‘i['fﬁ. {_:F'[]ﬂﬁlu'l
has had the pleasure of spending much time with
her Hﬁ.‘!ﬂf{‘ﬂ"d “f."rih'l:'“'. Pt.‘!l.'(:}' ﬂrﬂin;{ﬂr_ with whom
51“_'—' 15 pictured on  this page. Much affection
exists between these two artists, and one can see
that Mr. Grainger's success has heen one of the
ﬂffﬁtfﬂ pleasures  of Mrs, Quesnel's life,  Of
;;TII{II;DI‘E]:TEIEHIT;;I::. nlrlw%f' are able to lmdur.-.tn'm{

i : view, and his wonderful
work has been a never-ending joy to her.
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-~ To take up the appointment of  Profes-
sor of Agricultural Chemistry at the
Peter Waite Research Institute, I'rofes-
sor J. A, Prescott arrived on Tuesday by
the RS, Moldavis, He joined the
vessel at Port Said, and is accompanied
by his wife. He is a graduate of the
Manchester University, where, as a stu-
dent of chemistry, he roceived Lis degeee
of M.Sc. Leaving the university lie went

i agvicultural pursvits and research  in
Herttordshire.  This station is one of
the oldest o:qiu:nmental stations in  the
world, and, although long established, is
run on the most modern lines.  Mavy of
the newer stations are modelled upon it.
e remuined at the station for four yeurs,
and for the following cight vears held the
appointment of chief
Royal Agricultural Socicty in Kgypt. Ilis
work included the supervision of -:Ht:miu.u
imports affecting agriculture, and to sec
that these imports were up to standurd.
He was also responsiblo for yesearch in

connection with the cultivation of cogton,
maize, and wheat,

irrigatien in Egypt.

Cotton ' cultivation in Egypt wius a8 a
Bart of the permanent system of farming

rofessor Prescott explained to o repre-
gcntative of The Register on Tuesday: but
was not to be found on “plantations” in
the generally accepted sense of the term.
The holdings of the farmers, as in all conn-
trics, varied in size, Some men oniy
owned an acre, while others had favims
covering from four to five thousand acres.
The average arca. of Eﬁyptinn farms was
about five neres. On the larger holdings,
the secondary crops, as ‘maize or wheut,
was In many cases leaged to the sub-
tenants,  Every country had its agricul-
tural problems, and the success of ail
undertukings was dependent on the Blip-
ply of fresh water., The Egyptidus were
good farmers and irrigators, but  the
problem of that country was move of an
coginecring nature, and the Egyptians
were not gocd engineers..  The irrigation
system was almost perfect, but whether
it would continue to be so when it came
under full Eg}".':l;iml' control remained to
be seen, * As the Murray was the River
Nile of Australin, that river would greatly
interest. bim, and he would at his tircst
opportunity study the problems of the
agricultural people in that area. The Nile
system  was  almost rfect  becapse
of its simplicity. ’I‘llljrf_ volumé  of
water throughout the yoar was
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undertakings was dependent on the
supply of fresh water. '%he plinns
were good farmers and irrigators, but the
problem of that country wis more of an
engineering nature, apd the Egyptians

_ gineers, The irrigation
system_was almost perfect, but whother
it would continue to be 80 when it came
{ under-full T%E';"%[ﬂqmml remained to
be seen,  As i urray was the River |
Nile of Australid, that river would greatly
ml.erﬂtt ihm:n1r M_I_i‘.ld:'!lﬂ &:nuld, a%lhu first
opportunity, stu ¢  probiems .
the agricultural people in  that area.
The Nile system was almost perfect,
because of ats  simplicidly.  The volume
of waler throughout the year was
judged with great accuracy as s result of
years of observation. In places dams were
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‘constructed for storage purposes, and in
others to raise the level of water. In
some. parts it was necessary  to  pump

water from lower levels, Cultivation, of
course, waa confined to the irrigated arca
along the cdurse of the Nile. Ior the
greater length of the river the:land on
either mdo- was made up of river soil,
which was very rich and permitted of
Jeavy eullivation.. This rich soil extended
from the banks for about 10 miles, and
at the Delta the area was even greater.
Canals carried the water out from tho
river for u «istance of over 10 miles. Tho
aréa under cultivation was Wwell watered,

not permitted to pump watee from .ﬂ:l:
river mmrln-mlc1 nuthfrjﬂ_ to Jumlu. l:
object of this restriction was to preven
huir!ent farthier down from being deprived

of water. Although labor was cheap in
Ygypt the price of land in the irrigation

arca was oxtremely high. Reat for cotton
Jand was also high, and eo discounted the
low wages. By virtue of its powers the
Agrienltural Department was able fo re
!strict the arca under cotton cultivation to
one-third of the irrigation area, or to pro

Judged with gteat accuracy as a result of
years of observation. In places dams were

lJ.'nurpu;w,«'.u:l. and in
others for the purpose of raising the level!
of the water. In some paris it was neces-
siry to pump water from lower lovels.
Cultivation, of conrse, was confined to the
irrigated area along the course of the
Nile. For the greater length of the river
the land on either side wag made up of
river #soil which was very rich and per
mitted of heavy cultivation. Thiz rich
soil extended from the banks from a depth
of a few feet to about 10 miles, and at the
delta the area was even greater,  Canals
carried the water out from the river for a
distance of over 10 miles. The arvea under
cultivation was  well watore! although
landholders along the river were mot per:
mitted to pump water from the river
unless authorized to do so. The objeoct
of this restriction was {o prevent holders
further down from being deprived of

hibit the cultivation of certain ‘
Tl?e White Regearch Institute would deal
principally with main crops rather than
cotton-growing, although that industry
"would given every uassistance, YWhethar
Australin conld grow cotton ax a paying
prapogition had to geen, Ho thought
that in South Australia it could be cuiti-
vated in the north. provided there was
‘the water supply. Hig work in this direc-
‘tion a8 n selentist wonld finish when he
could show that cotton could be grown
rofitably. The work of others would then
start, I? “Australia went in for cultivation
of cotton on i geale, the main pnmuj
noxt to the economic factor would be strict’
control to vent the importation of '

diseasca and the deterioration of crops.
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water.,  Althongh labour was cheap i
Egypt, the price of land Jn the ivvigation
arcn was extremely high. Rent for cottom
land was also high, and so discounted the
low wiges. DBy victio of: its powers, the
Agricultural partment  was  able  to
| rostrict the aren fo be under cotton
cultivation to onesthird of thm irrigation

certain growth. | | _
|  Cotton Grewing in Australla.
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