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LAIDE:  lgkulls in tho British M
, AUGUST 27, useumn, nought

1024, **inow remains of the plain rat kangaroo,
. L340 an wnin}al ;;:-]tu:f.':S peculiar to the northern
| )i =y 3 . |areas of this State. No trmece of this
’B‘UR VAN]SH]NG MA.MMM.S. ‘apparently extinet marsupial has been
| i < Eprt;HI??d in any scientific institution in

To the general reader, for whom, Australia, No such almost total obli-
rather than the soientist, it is intended, teration 1s to be apprehended for any
the second part of Professor Wood Em;thl_ Alf!tl‘lliln mammal still surviving
Jones's scholarly work, The Mammals of i ““““’d“"‘b"ﬂ numbers.  Scientific
South Australis—made available to the study of th:“ existing forms will place
public, by an appropriaté coincidence, them enduringly in the museums and
‘on the eve of the Science Congress, agin the m?lcigiml textbooks; in many
onc of the series of handbooks issued cases, their actual estinction as living
by the British Scicnce Guild—will be animals is still threatened. Even the
';au astonishing revelation of the number koala, or native bear, is not assured of
and variety of animals (several of them & living future. Professor Wood Jones
mexampled elsewhere) which once dis- fays rightly that the complete extermina-
tinguished this State. The book, howa tion of the native bear would ho a dis-
‘ever, is a melancholy, as well as an en- grace to Australia, and adds that “frem

ightening, study,  The Nature loverits dependence upon a particular diet
vho, within its covers, first becomes ac- and partioular mode of life, its tenure

‘quainted with some of the most  fas- of continued -cxistence must always be
'-i::iuuting wammalian inhabitants of South fﬂﬁﬂl'dhfl'm precarious.” He performs
‘Australia, will be shocked to discover 8 public service in directing attention
how many of the wonderful ecreaturesto the ‘fact—as evidence of the depior-
deseribed by the author are either known able slaughter ol native bears for theiv

0 be extinet, obviously on the verge of skins—that in 1020-21 no fewer than

I extinction, or belioved to bave dis- 205,679 koalas were killed for the fur
Happeared altogether from the State in market, and their pelts sold ucder the
Awhich they once flourished. Their eno- misleading name of “wombat.” The na-
nies have been, and still are, manifold tive bear, he says, “is extremely tena-
‘\-the settler, with dogs and gun, and cious of  life, even when mortally
joison; the fur hunter, the “sportsman,” wounded, and horrible cruelties have
1c fox, and the eat; and even the rab- been committed and recounted by those
if, in the sense that it cithor ‘crowds who have slaughtered them wholesale
wm out” or “eats them out.” Somie for the sake of their pelts. Indeed, one
" the vanishing forms have always been may =ay on humanitarian grounds,” adds
datively rare, but in other cases rarity the Professor, “that not only should the
= disappearance has succeeded abun- slaughter of the koala for the fur trade
wnce, OF the short-nosed bandicoot, for be prohibited, because the animal is emi-
wmple, Professor Wood Jones save nently one to protect and not to exter-
{t 1= u regrettable fact that this cnce minate, but it should be prohibited be-
nmiliar little animal iz now extremely cause, like the slaying of seals, it is the
Jwre in South Australia. Not very many most butchering ocoupation that  a
ears ago it was common all over the human being can undertake.” Although
tate; to-day it is on the verge of ex-[t is doubtiul whether the native bear
nection. It is remarkable, and greatlv|has retained its natural hold on any part
0 be deplored, that an animal which of South Australia, Victorian animals
%us =0 'familiar and sbundant in the have been liberated on Flinders Chase,

vhood of the present generation of Kangaroo Island,

'uth Australians is likely to eceass to  Professor Wood Jones's work presents
Xist at all on the South Australinn an  tnanswoerable case for the careful
namland.” :Thu virtual extermination| maintenance of this ieland sanctuary.
F’ the bandicoot i‘s a blot on South|Again and sgain he wentions species
\ustinlia, There 15 no excuse to be whose only chance of survival iz on
(I.ffi‘_'*}‘r_‘ll. nnfl a cﬁmmunit-r which has so|Flinders Chaso, Tt is interesting  to
sinned dgainst Nature must acoept thellcarn that one of the most beautiful
pmfv;-inmi rehgkr:. _“Mmt lands,” hellittle animals of South Australia, the
my=, ﬂ.m furllunme :I-! p?encﬁing £onie Elr:glul. dormouse OpoEsum,  ocours
noflensive l!llﬂ}ﬂl. which s ready 10 ac- naturally on Kangaroo Island, and is
opt a truce with man and assume the|assured of protection in the Chase.
art of a friendly dnptndent-: Australia|“This Jittle creature,” writes the Profes-
| s mh-:fﬂ by posscasing an 0= sor, “makes a most attractive pet. The
freu :;‘ : ro ﬂ:mh animals; but % is food is held in the very mobile hands,
l:m I:::::::::tlnn th:lt almo:t all of 2y s the case with its larger relatives,
Wcrge of oxtinetion p;:uu:zrtmi ek s itlvew rull (oo aclt TrlilhjoRkes,

» be regretted is the little short-n-sed ool spRV IR T SR
N:ndicaot ” | |
{ The rabbit bandicoot, or bilby, is ano-
Jer ance numerous animal, which has
f2en. driven even furthor towards ex~
ction than tho barmlesy little crentyre
{iready discussed. “Not more than 20
Jears since,” says the Professor, it was
f#ual for rabbit trappers, even in the
mudhtu neighbourhood of Adetaide,
frabbits in their tra

e

for honey, It ir extremely
soon becomes accustomed
The comparative anato-

for jam and
gentle, and‘
to bhandling.”

Something more than scienée was con-
cerned in the incident related of eight
barred bandicoots, consigned to the Pro-
feagor from Ooldea. “All cight were
dead, and slmost devoid of hair when
they arrived in Adelaide, They had

take more bllbilu of this type than
ps.”  And of the

Q. he corpses, were four pouch young, which
Yids b s oy -"-I:I*--'*F-- ““Awere uninjured. . . . These little animals
10 ' ' - quﬁm \were cold and apparently dead; but they
H :E’ e guhowm b’“ﬁt were carefully warmed up and given

i v’if this regard for ¢he| 2rtificial respiration, and, in the end, ull

seems e ve been | recovered.” Although Part II. of The

icthads of the
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| 270 pages, und is devoted wholly to tho
 of the bandicoots and herbiverous marsupials,
_once common mammaly| OBLY O8e animal is mentioned as sucoess-
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.. ilin, b lese ehance of survival Ry

) e rarer forms? Many SRSE
o [are pow but a name, Paricularly o] " en the opos-
SN i 0 |be deplored, from a scientific point of |, to the fur
P _ . lview, as for rcasons of sentiment, is EP““’
- the fact that, except for three skins and the pro-

 named  after their inventors. for pro-

teoted list from June to September, and
in that interval more than 100,000 were
killed for their pelts. Thiz would ba
bad enough; but Professor Wood Jonee
points out that the legalized “open”
season coincides with the breeding sea-
son—“an anomaly in protective legisla~
tion which probably has no parallel.”
In this direction, at least, South Austra-
lia should be content to follow, rather
than to lead.
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HEALTH AND LIFE.

™ il

A score of subjects of profound in-
terest to Australians are receiving venti-
lation at the Science Congress this week,
but as health conmderations must alwayvs
claim pnonty over others it i§ safe to |
assume that the papers in the section|
devoted to Sanitation and Hygiene will
have the special attention merited by
the importance of their subjects. Tho!
ravoges of mosquitoes and flies, indmri
trial diseases, the milk question, the!
dietary of young children, are not!
themes as to which too mueh can be
heard irom acknowledged experts. In
opening the section vesterday Dr. J. 5.
Purdy, of New South Wales, in his
presidential address, discoursed on  the
value of various articles of diet as mea-
sured by their nichness in vitamines, It|
18 only of late wyears that “vitamines™
bave come into the field of general dis-
cussion, and popular notions as to the
meaning of the word are still very hazy.
Nevertheless, the discovery of the food)
inctors which it connotes represents an
analytical . achievement in  modern
y scienca  having o direct bearing not only!
|on the refative’ utility of certuin foods, |
but on the quantities neceseary for
nutrition, and to that extent. th[.'::i‘l'ﬂrr:'.
on the cost of living, During the war
the Bniish Government issued a pam-
phlet. containing hints to housewives as
to cheap but nutritious meals and their
preparation, This pamphlet was based
on all the knowledge available on the
subject of diotetics, and not only indi-
cated directions in which economies
might be efiected in  the household

budget, but demonstrated the closcness
of the connection between health and
food.

Dr. Purdy's address performs a similar
servico for Australisns by emphasising
'”l:l"" 1‘:1]!{1“. or rather neeessity, of o
nmixed diet of amimal and plant food.
Time was when it might be said quin
safely that the average Australian almost
hived on meat and tea. That was before
the world was inundated with a flood of
literature  embodying schemes, .often

moting health and long lifa by revalu-
tionary bills of fare; and beforedthe

milk freely, and has a peculiar weakness

| mist, it seems, is not responsive only to,
the charms of =kulls and dried ekins,

carly E:;“m;géﬁﬂ::m By “I" fought each other to the death on the
vegarded “.;.- oy Y8 mot onl¥d eiieay  journey.  But, among the r

| Mammals of South Australin contains

"o uric a6l 1 ‘the blood bHOE S" e
foctor in dizease, and about the tendency
of some foods asz distinguished from
others to produce that by:product. If
was certainly before vitamines—whose
precise chemical constitution still baffles
rescarch—obtruded themselves upon the
attention of the savants through the
mischief occasioned by their partial or
complete absence from certain Kinds of
food. To that absence may be traced
such discases ns  scurvy, beri ben,
rickots, and pellagra, and to their pres
sence in prescnbed quantities the cure
of wvarious maladies and the rehabilitation

ol systems undermined by excessive ins
ulgence in cigarette smoking. No “food
crank” is Dr. Purdy., Ho does not ask
us to forswear either meat or tes; buf
he entreats us to include in our menus
& much more liberal ollowanee of mulk,
frmit, and vegetables, and other fresh
foods rich in vitamines and mineral salts.
Until high priees compelled them to put
a curb on their appetite for meat, Aus-
trahans were noted as huge flesh-eaters,
| and the doctors and dentists were con-
| tinually bearing testimony to the con-
| Bequences, There is no reason to credit
Bumble's theory about a close relation-
ship between mest and vice, or Sir

= Andrew Aw?:.bpﬁk’_.iﬁnut the harm his
“t wit guffered from his partinlity for beef,

| childlife,

[jstitutes its only defence, we could do

without it proves that {di
are suited to the human stitution
. Whnt._mms to be established 1= that
mankind can better afford to do with
mueat than without thoss products of

.
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whose value, as Dr Purdy -
complains, 15 ¢t w‘ ¥
[ looked % L
No health campaign would: be come.
plete that _nmitmﬁuﬁfumed E owe |
peris of daily life, the housefly and thel
mosquito, to which Sir James Barretel
drew attention in his interesting  ad
dress to the Health Association, especi-
ally the former, of all our dully enemies

the worst, The fly is the t aril
:_H:['i_ﬂf the, world. ‘Burﬁ I;li]m.tll:n od |
¢eding on corruption, it crawls over our M
food and drowns itself in our dnnhﬂi;ﬁ .
IDg everywhere the microbes of ‘deaths

Infantile diarrhoea, the dread enemy of '}
1# almost wholly® propagatel
by the housefly, which also conveys]
almost every imaginable infection tol
adults. Gorging to the extent of half
its own weight, by preference on manupe !
‘heaps of garbage, 1t vomits over foods
. The scavenging it does, and which con=

much better for ourselves. To combis! |
this foe of humankind it is necessary to
wage war first on  the upcleanliness
which provides it with infected maters

und next on the fly itself, Its exisience
during the winter months Sir James
Barrett finds a mystery, but then,

stupefied with cold, 1t flay most eusils
be killed. It is from September to Mag
that 1t constitutes a danger only to bel
met by & campaign  of exterminstion by
means of traps and spraying with Lotol
or other poison. But it is no use trusi
ing entirely to these. The enemy’s citas
del must be stormed, and 1t is in the
stable yard and wherever manure o
garbage acenmulates that 1t 33 o be
jound. Mosquitoes, again, are known
carriers of maluria, filannsd and dengue
fever. Hitherto malana has Kept a respects
ful distance'from the southerm portion
of the continent, but Sir James Bameit
warns us that the malarial mosquito bhas
been found in the Murray Valley :m* |
even in Adelaide, so that it only awdits
4 “host” in patients suffering from mals-
[ria for the discase possibly to be as nid
| here asin the north. The efhicacy of coms-
bative measures in the shape of dramn-
ing stagnant pools, &c., has been proved |
by its success in Queensland, where the |
| local branch of the Health Association .
| has secured for the local authonting
powers which, if rightly used! mighi
euffice for their purpose. Unfortunatels
divided control, and lack of intelhgent
co-operation and of adequate inspectiony |
have leit room for much still to be donn
towards securing the steady concentras
tion of effort without which httle real
progress can be made. But the Health
Associgtion has not slept on such vie
tories as 1t has med in awaken= |
ing the attention of the public, and
through them of the authonties, to tho|
mischiel, and the probabilities are very
rreat that it may belore another year |
he able to report that it has the dﬁﬂlﬁﬁh
1 ~.

well in hand.
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