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O A by, Kakon §
€0 commence a zaological survey ir
:@E}TE‘-'!?*-- t.'dtht fitli'tﬁiﬁ!'. of the
nal Park bad made available a stone
‘“ﬁ"*‘“i“ sat Port Hpcking, whivl
"bo the beadquarters of the biolo
sotion formed qb{v‘,y‘.hz Zoological So=
of New South Wiales, ' .!
Fi iy Standardising Lime. !
he Sta -:immftlﬂ of ﬂ":‘i’*u’_cgrn tﬁ{ﬂl‘_;
din snbmitied a request that something
shoull be done in regard to the standardi-
ation of time:  The council decided o
Sonronch the standardigation committee
-,,‘:"'i‘i"'i.w. view to complying with the request.’
SThe following were elected members of
the eouncil:—Dr, W. G.- Woolnough, ol
Sedney: Dr. E. Kidson, 0.B.E,, Mellourne;
and Professor L. Harrison, of Sydney.
1t wak decided to continue the publica-
...F.‘.:q"'- &h,-lullm!i:m Science 'Abstracts, .
“U0n the motion of Dr.J. M. Baldwin, it
Lluciﬂml to fix the maximum. memopers
shin for each section or group of sections.
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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE.

From PRINCIPAL KIEK:—My attcn-
tion has been directed to letters on this
subject appedring in The Register of last
Friday’s date, %t.' is not my intention to
embark on a controversy with the advo-
cates of the “single tax;” personally, I
am in favour of the taxation of site ﬁh_rgn
and of securing for the State what s
called the “unearned increment” of land.
But I utterly dissent from the view that
all other taxation is “robbery;"” indeed, 1
should regard it as highly inequitable to

taxers” desire. Mr. Newling's views
about population may be rted by
Prince Kropotkin, but the whole' weight
of expert opinion is on the other side;
commonsense, as well-as expert opinion,
indigates that the population of the planet
cannot be indefinitely multiplied without
disster. Scientific discoveries, improved
} ulture, the opening up of new soils,
» may postpone the operation of the
& sct  forth in Malthus's ., famous
may,” but that these Jaws exist and
that tfmn: lnws operate scems undeniable.
. Professor Aﬂ’s address last week.)
L may add that both the above subjects
Bave been fully discussed by the Round
Table Christian Sociological Society, as
Mr, Newling will find out if he turns wp
the files of The Register. But my main
object in writing is to disabuse
ing's mind of the extraordinary idea that
‘our unemployment insurance scheme con-
templates o payment of 6d. a week on
each insured person by the State; no such
strm is mentioned in our draft “Bill.” On
the contrary, expert accountants and sta-
Hsticians among us extimate that the
scheme will cost the State nothing at all,
since the contributions of the employers
and employed will more than meet the
expenses., Mr. Emlyn Robinson tells us
that the so-called *‘unemployment' dole”
has been a “blight” on England; I would
my rather that it has probably saved Eng-
land from revolution,. Does Mr, Robin-
son expect the tunemployed to starve
ﬁinllﬁ. and die withont mlhngh trouble?
|Mr. Robinson secems also to hold the
curious notion that the unemployed work-
man I8 mlﬂg
ployment, whereas obviously the unem-
Iﬂnrmcnt in question is due to the work:
ing of a eocial brder for which we are all
yesponsible; it is indeed admitted by many
| economists that a “pool™ of unemployment
{is necossary and inpvitable in the worki
jof a capitalistic system.” Unemployment
in & wocial ag well as an individual matier.
1In any ease, I sould point out that the
gnemployed liave to be maintained some-
how; bath the unemployed rich and the
gnemployed poor are ultimately parasitic
yn the communily, When folks are un-
mg!o}'ed through no fault of their own,
‘ f should say that their maiptenance ia n
{80 much
Benance is not on a seale that will en-
purage them to prefer maintenance to
‘pork, and that adequate measures are
|[pken to check the “malingering” that
Mr. Robinson fears. The "Blﬁ" care-
Jully provides such mafeguards. We also
dgree with Mr, Robinson that employment
pn useful public works is far preferable
| .":.?nintmlﬁm Tithn-nt “work; if Mr.
Hlonson will apply to me for a copy of
ie “Bill” he wﬁfm that this is exactly
mt we have in mind. The essential
L of our acheme js the provision of
; the maintenance clauses will only

an act of charit
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ate when work is not, a .
orovided.  To hoth Mr, nﬂdwﬁﬁ?“nﬁd
JMr, Robinson nuﬁ;lld say that fully

or other measures to
up the sources of unemp t; the
Bdiox. to. lminiis. toe " tetaencsiere
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zy and demoraliation; we ':: i
inemployed continur 'n starvation and
while the reat o[ us are arg
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| limit taxation in tho way that “single;

Felassifieation, and presentation will lave

|

i the worlil,

Mr. Newl-|

respongible for his upem- |
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| STATISTICIANS CONFERENCE. |
 The. confexence of satiuical ol of
the. various States of the Commouscaltl |
and  New Zealand, called at the
instance of the  Federal Goveru-
ment, has sat continuously during

the past week in the office of the South
Australian Statist. Tt was called to dis-
cnss matters perlaining to the compilation
of statistical data, with the object of
securing for the statistics of Australia
and New Zealand the greatest possibla uni-
formity, combined with adequate com-
pliance with modern requirements. 'I'he
conference was opened on Monday, An.
gust 18, by the Chief SBecretary (Hon. .1,
Jelley), who expressed a most appeecine
tive opmion of the work of statiaticians
and the value of Auslralian statistics. The
Commonwealth Stutistician sras appoiuntd
Chairman, and the other members were
the Government Statistician of New Zea-
land, and the statisticlans of the saveral
Statex of Australin. The conference dealt
with a long agenda, but by systematiz ar-
rangement all the matters therein were dis
cussed and appropriate resolutions passed.
The reeolutions related to the following
subjects:—Australian statistical forms (on
which information had been exchanged
for many years belween the several States
imd New Zealand), census, population, an:
vita), finance, ftransport and communica-
tion, trade and commerce, local govern-
ment, production, labour and industrial,
insurance, statistics of .consumption, and
miscellaneous, Included in the matters
‘discussed was o vesolution passed at the
lconference of the Associoted Chambers of
‘Commercey held in Adelaide Tast May,
namely, “That there is need for better
‘and more up-to-date statistical

‘meree in the Commonwealth: and that tha
'Commonwealth and State Governmens
‘be urged to have such information com-
ipiled and published promptly.” The stn-
tisticians concurred with the terms of that |
resolution. The statisticiana will report to
their respective Governments, and they
are convinced that the methods agreed
upon by the conference a= to the collection,

an importaut effect upon the complate-
ress and comparableness of the statistics
lecompiled .in respect of Australie and New
Zealand, which already are of a hizh de-
gree of the value among the statistics of

inforinn- |
ition conceming finance, trade, and. com-,
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BUSINESS N FULL SWING TODAY.

LS

- NEXT CONFERENCE IN PERTH.

1

were busy on Monday .attending th

preparing for the week's work.
carnest as all the sections will begin
hoped that much good for the people

s WL

The Adelaide University w2e a hive of
Industry on Monday morning. Eelentists
of all sizes and nges were busy preparing
for the real work of the conference, which
will begin to-day with the meetings of
the wvariois scctions—the real workshops
(if that term can be applicd) of the con-
gress.  Doth sexes wero represented, and
seldom bef$re has there been such a gather-
ing of intellect in the eity. Adelaide this
week will ‘more thao ever live up to its
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SIR JAMES BARRETT AND THE
LAND TAX.
v From K. J. CRAIGIE, Seccretary Lang
Vulues Rating Committee:—Siy Jame
Barrett's interesting and instructive lec
ture on “Man's minule enemies” wal
marred by onoe statement which will nol
“bear logical investigation. (Dealing witl
tubercular germs, he' said, “the great end
(mics of this germ were sunshine and fresh
symir. If the sun could not get into the
1 houge it could be regarded as o potential
'consumption house. The policy of a poli-
tical party in Victoria, who were stoiving
4o maks the land tax the only tax, would
Uhave  the effect 'of crowding the land
with hovses.”” * The latter portion of this
statement .is not in accord with fact. The
effeet of the Jand values lax iz mof to
crowd the land with houses; it hus the
‘reverse effect. The imposition of the tax
by the offect of reducing the price of land,
“tline making i¢ available to  those who
L desire to build on essier terms,  With the
‘sabolition of the taxation from jmprove-

PROFESSOR -W. E. AGAR,
Pretldent of tho zoolopy section of the
Sclence Conpree:.
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pame of “the city of culture.,” It would
bé well-nigh impossible to name one see-
tion of the scientific world that i not re-
presented at the conference, and. all are
bent. on doing their utmost for the benefit
of- their great, Commonwealth.,  The Elder
Hall was thronged throughout the day by
mémbers of the conf¢rence, who were regis-
tering themeelves for the warious sections
of the trips that are being arranged. In
the Prince of Wales Theatre in: the morn.
ing the National Seience Research Coun-
cil conducted a meeling, at which the re-
ports of several commiltecs were recoived,

The scientists who are in Adelaide In connection with the biennial
conference of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Sclence

association, rogistoring themselves for meetin
To-da

¢ mesting of the general eounell of the
gs and trips, and

the business will com In

o delberations out of which it is

of the Commonwealth will arjse,

'work in laying the foundation of n Jibrary
for the association. In addition, they ¢x-
rremed their appreciationiof his'work in
nying the foundation of the Ii of the
Royal -SBociety, Noew South Wales, which'
u':_niuhmne of thlc best in e:;m ;Irbr!d. : "
¢ council 'z mted the Prexident”
the ancin‘Linﬁfftﬁl Sir Edgeworth David,
Sir Baldwin  Spencer, Mr. C. Gambage,
and Professor B Keats as a, commiiies to
?dmliui:!tr the Muller memorial medal

und. .

The secrctary reporied: that since the
last mecting they-bad lost by death thrée
}n{ theirr members in. Mr, A, 'H.
Dumaresque Belfield {(member- since 18588),
Rev. James 'Carson {(N.S.W. 'meémber
since 1885), and ' Sr. J. T. Walker (life
member, joined 1883),

The following were appointed State
secretaries:—Queensland, Me. N. T. C.
White;  New - South -Walek, Mr. E. 'C.
Andrews: Vietoria, Mr. E.-R. Pitt: Sounth
Anstralia, Mr. L. RKeith ‘Ward: Western
Australia, Professor A. T. M. Willsmore
and AMr. Gibb Maitland: Tasmania, Mr,
(Mive Lord: New Zealand; Professor C. C.
' Farr and Mr. H. B..Kirk,

Aid From the Governments,

The Chairman said the council. should
' express its appreciition”of’ the generosity
of the Governments of New South Wales
‘and Victoria, and that of the Comman-
| wealth for their support.. The movement
wag n costly .one, and the, Governmenis
‘had aided their work by subscribing money
‘and' affording other facilities. The Fede-
ral Government had given £2,000, and the
other two mentioned had subscribed hibe-
rally, and had’ thus helped ‘to bringithe

'scientific men into’ touch = with ' each
r

L

! other.

Sir John Monash, in support, remarked
thint much of the success of the cougress
depended on the valuable aid ‘the associa-|
tion had received from the Governments,
and the least the scientists could do was
to: ténder their sincere recognition of that

Las App] i E
aid, _{Applause.) hoDavid said the

Profersor Sir Edgewort
Pan-Pacific Congress’ alone would repay
ono hundrediold in a few' ycars, by its
results, the money that bad been expend

on it. AMore and more, as a result of ‘th

od
hﬂ.
congress, the general public would lpp‘r&-‘ -

ciate the jact that pure I Wak
the thing“on which™ they must concens
trate, for no matter how i:l;farcnﬂrin 2
their discovories m Beom,
Nes s science was at tha badk of

long run pur , _
. 'y and industrial advancement,

most sodial
[ A p F'I AUED. ‘
Organization Methods.

{he tules of the association being assisted !

and much gencral business was transacted.
In the same building in the aiternoon the
general committee of tho Science Associa-|
tion met. At that meeting it was decided
¢0 hold the next conference in Porth in
1026. That will be the first time the

A discusaion followed on the need for !
T

by flexible by-laws and regulations, |
sceretary  observed that for years _
‘had depended’ solely on the original form
of the parent sociely, and of late itibad
been realized that certain defects in Sug
constitution conld be remedied. The qnz
tion had been raised as to the bility

1! t itiz o encouraged to build eapital of' the Western State has had the | having all the papers @ of the diﬁuﬂlﬁ,
tr::mr:' 'lfr:n*:::h‘ m’l'hi-;,* Lm-ﬂ not likely to henour of entertaining the conference. At hranches on the ane subject pE]qtﬁ_l uﬁ
spail the appearauce of their fine _home|{hat meeting the President will be Sir| one cover; the question hﬂiﬁh ﬂlﬁﬂ thib
by placing it on a small block of land. For- mpamas Rankine Lyle, of the Melboyrne | also been mooted. Ht;r m?lTr i
tunataly, In this State we bave evidente mpieorsity.  On Monday night the retir-' organization methods T ol Im""md“mﬁ.-1
to show he fallacy of Sir James Barrott's fne President (Sir Georga Knibbg)  in-j BOnS in o ey ﬁl im nt
contention,  Fourteon municipalities col- ;‘t ed the Presidentiolect . (Sir. John seibilities of mnmd:ﬁrl? uF provemen
lﬂflt o ﬂ"llir rln*.'nimn 1‘{1!:.:;1%1_ th]“n::;i:lmmﬁi']g:nuh} and tho latter itlmn'g:.w:-' an éx- :,: :Eﬁrg?cﬁl{nﬁﬂ :onhwu a kﬂﬂ‘l‘@dﬁd
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E?nu:lnf;f !-Etlﬁm;ltt':: Australia, will visit The- tremely intercsting nddrﬁn t:.:- ﬂm l:!‘ association procedure m}ﬁm ruulg .
bavton, the firat munjcipality to adopt ssmbled “delegates on  “Power develop| oiten did not know ?ﬁ“ el desired:

land valués !.unt‘iun} ax t : li‘:!lu tlfutintgf ment.” 5 X It;}ur;n,ﬂnmiu :nhﬂ[g?l:::, .. rw s ¥
asscssmient in 107, he wi n o neE that thoe : shou __
hovses built since. that date are bigger SCIENCE ADVANCEMENT. bo adequately pm“mi’ Do ﬁ
and better, and have n larger area of Jand o shotld = thorefore ©o-0 phe g o
than those brilt in the older portionn, o8 - [other in the mAteR eoberence and cnhes
r the sYstem o 1 ot 10, . mi M D \ ; - -
;‘ll:il:'lrw'x:;u:?:i t::::l not land valoes, The' General Council M'EEIIIIE- sion, ‘and if th-‘--&“lnlgh eyt ﬂn.' I~
| Act gives the clumf.- t}I:n poyex to rﬂur}:, IR ' were Hg:;: ;}n t.;.m ﬂ'“.?d“::k there must be
to the old syatem if they so desire, - : continui o ip.
ettt T % i A i f o seort et o U L . B S i
the land owners reaffirmed tho pﬂﬂ;ﬂm 81 of Science was-held ‘at the University on || creased. g th David formally
of taxing land wvalves only hi{ a Rf“'Mundni* afternoon, Sir George Knibbs Trofessor Sir Edgewor of : et

i et e opln i, * B o P G

| ants a ' 2 e ; " :

. Eﬂilti:uﬂh Y E‘FH: ehould convince all| . On:the motion ‘of Bir Baldwin Spencer, E‘eﬂrgnm.llinihhl. Sir John Monas

1 4

‘unprejudiced ple that the system
giving satiafaction,

| ———

can't lot|

the congréss decided that the Viee-Presi-

dents of the associntion should conaist of

the founder (Professor %‘dm‘lﬂﬂdﬂ] -and
“all ex-Presidents domiciled in Australia,

: Th?[' fﬂﬂfﬂt&uu&gzc}dﬁl . E #end to Pro-

essor . Liversidge ollowing telegram:

—*Association sends founder heartiest

'ﬂum
Mr. E. C. An b
in Spencer, Mr. B, U, .
iﬂﬁ‘:ﬁ‘h 1?“'}-:&. and hﬂfﬂﬂr-m&ﬁl
ards. He added that the association
been in oxistence for 35 years, and
still working under the
tion.. The miotion was

carried.. L
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4id "work done. by Profemae Liveradge, | e seeretars ra that the Anancial ou
not only in connection with the founda-§ oy of the association was precarious i
Ll.'l.'ﬁ_f ‘but alsa: for hia 1 11 bad 0O guarant
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