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-Lh-’;:'miintlﬁn ‘matters is being
as the time approaches for the
pening of the seventeenth meeting of
5 Australasian Associstion for the Ad-
vanoement of Science in Adelaide on Mon-
lay, August 25, Some people regard the
mthering as beyond the sphere of ordi-
yary folk busy with the cares and doings
i every day life. They look upon the
eutist with awe, and pleture him as
. man who lives in an atmosphere far re-
oved from the work-a-day world. Thos
pstimate may be true to some extent. but,
part from their special studies, scien-
ists are human beings with thooghts and
celingy mot very different {rom  those
{ other people. The studies of the
scientists are mostly devoted to the pur-
it of knowledge that will make life

full of understanding and h:pgin:m for
ihe vast majority of people, poe has
been deseribed simply as all the knowledge
of facts that men have proved and have
regulated, so that it can be used to
ascertain the fixed order of things and
(the relations of causs and effect.  These
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Sir Jobn Monash '
klm will deliver the Presidentinl Address
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on ‘Monday evening.

' tv call the laws of nature. What we
e to the manifestations of the =eientist
not be caleulated; the benefits huma-

y 12 yot to rececive ti is impossible to
ple, nnd perhaps a
the chief duty of

B e t- Bﬂ-mﬂ' |
scientists, consider

B scientist is to study absteact prob-
s and experiments jpet for the meve
re of making discoveried with

9 particular purpose. But the mare
gble view, and that now more com-
Wnly acerpled, is that expressed by Lord
hivin in the words, "The lifg and soul
8 gcience is its  practical application.”
ce does for men what neither philo-
Bphy nor literature could do. It glves
Btm power, In proportion sa sclence gorws
Bir | power increases.  If ita growth has
0 limit, our power - has nmo
im The dream of the scientist de-
bléd 1o the task of exploring into the un-
Bown ix to banish mystery with the light
% truth, establish’ a foture moulded by
hej H'Ejﬂ fmﬁ lilammﬂr may E hiium.
e, | mastery wit L
_.. ﬂ;-lhwmim& ry ut himie
In the o there has been some
kussion on the tendency towanis using
tnce for destruction, instesd of  cap-
pactave - o death.dealing in-
such an poikon gases and electri-
&l rays, by means ﬁfh':'lﬂi:-m;.l:trﬂidﬁ
awy ;Hiﬂ d waste, N Instance
 the  uses  to which enge  may
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LLD., D. Eng, M. Inst. C.E. (chairman
of the State Eleetricity Commission in
Victoriz), the president of the congress,
18 best known to Australians ax a soldler,
but, a# the story of his carcer discloses,
he 1s also distinguished or a xelentisy. Flis
life 15 a striking illustrution of the man-
per in which war sometimes opens up, to
men mnot searching for it, the road to
fame, Sir John Monash was known for
years amongst profesnonal associates and
military comrades as & man who could not
tolerate a job half-done. It hns been said
thiat he might have taken for 4 motto the!
words, “‘without haste and without rest,’” :
né bhe went on {rom year to year appear- |
ing succesatvely «in’ military -orders as a
captain, a major; a eolonel im that lttle
army whose cradle he helped to rock, be-
fore anyone dreamt that it was to play
b part in the most momentous affaira pf
the world. In his profession as an engi-
neer Sir John Monash zdvanced in much
the sime manner. On Gallipoll he shared
the risks, the trials, and the privations of
that campaign of plorious fuilure, He
gained prostige as the war went on, and
new responsibilivies and new honors came
upon him fin quick =step, unil be was
made  n brigadier-general, and then &
lieutenant-general in, charge of an ' army
corps, s
Sir John Monash gave early indications
of the nossesaion' of a brain of ‘more than
ordinary brilliance. He was educated at
Seoteh Collége, Melbourne, and’ matricu-
lated in 1870, when ouly 14 years ald.
Two vyears later he was dux of the col-
lege in succession to James Whiteside
subgequently Major-General Sir
ay. As a ciuken soldier, Sir
John ‘first Joined the Vietorian forces as
a licutenant in the Garrison Artillery in
Anril, 1887, and was promoted captain inp
Qctober, 1565, In 1903 he gained his ma-
;grlt:r and “was commanding the Austra-
mn Intelligence Corps from March;, 1008
to March 1, 1014. CAS BOON A8 wWar broke
out he added soldiering to the two pro-
fesziona in which lie was already quali-
fied, law  and . engineering. As a eiwvil
engineer Sir John Monash has taken a
lending position. He i8 an authority on
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: ' ~ of those actively concerned in jts peo
One of the objects of the ! e prcution. That the Congres hax & sbo
ﬁ%ﬁ - c:mmumt dﬁ ar well as n purely scientific side i soll
. 10U (doubt in part explanatory -r‘* -
m“ r‘f > |

Edﬂ '.d thwﬁt’flﬂm‘ larity; but neither is there any.

ning will be : AT that the 500 nembers of the ok
of whR: Tias bean done, i L ol toy tion whom Mr. Keith Ward, the loss
done, by University men -who are ep- sccretary, hopes to have enrolled by th
mliltﬁl mﬂh \;rﬂJﬂ: the Rocke- end of the 'n':.-k will include 1
ndetion. r s Barrett i« 1 v much . 3
well-known throughout the_C-:mmwnﬂt‘h fcmmmﬂmi Di'; 1;:, ﬂw;kmn{ fﬂ? T

an a writer and lecturer on subjects con- :
nected with public health, and trestment and grateful for an opportumity of |
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discane, ated * .inbuting to its succesy, Not for nothins
Efr_ the nﬂi:tﬁml:l"mwm mh':rut .::f has Adelnide been designated the City ot |
“The ticance of the Rockefeller | Culture, for no attentive reader of thej
Foundation.’" The lecture will be illus- { newspapers can be blind 1o the many

trated by lantern views, and the recently
elected lffﬂldl?ﬂ of the association” (Pro-
femmor E. Harold Davies) invites all gradu-
ates with their friends w be present, and
extends an invitation also o gl
vismtors to the Bclenco Congress,

he estimstion in whicay

nre and literature at
lare widely  held. H we
o little weak, it 15 perhaps on the
the Ot science, for it is possible to be
informed in literature and to possess &
highly-developed taste for musio .-l.lllll
the work of the draughtsman and the
painter, and to be unable, without obvioss)
' adequacy of information, to converse
—— ! in the most mdimentary fashion on mi
~ subjects as the nature of lnplmllr
o | <trueture or the transmission of lLight, or
e m ISf 1. the still-debated question of the part
| played by natural seleetion in the evolu-
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tion of specics.
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If. as some enthusiasts hope, the out-
. come of next week's Congress will be
the inauguration of a movement to ksep
— : permanently ﬂli."h'l; _t]]1;.v ihn.!.a*:rﬂ:c-ti1I in gcience
s P T | and its claims which the gatheénng mayy
OF  SCIENCE, | be expected to kindle, the gain to all
. , ) concernod—and not least the general
Mund“-" next will witness the Jnaugu-) oommunity—will be incalculable. The
1ation of the seventeenth Congress of | ydvanecment of science 1= a gubject wi'_lu
the Australasinn As<ociation for the Ad-| which all mankind are concerned, but in
vancement of Science.  Like the Britiah | these Stales, where attention 18 _nncps-l
Association, on whose model it - was]sarily devoted very largely to utilitanian |
I:tbllinnﬁj it has more than one claim pllﬁ"lll!ﬁ,_thf* "-"n.'ll'.!l':l'sl'.-+ diffusion of an
18 donsiderati e I | Interest in research is one of the most
- consideration.  In the first place, it{ yoent needs of the day. To sciencol,
h::mgs together the acknowledged leaders we owe more than to acy of the branches
Of  many  forms of investigation,! of learning which compets with it for
lamiliansing them with the lubors and public at}:c-ntinn_ for there are no limats
tchievements. of one another; and, in| to What it has done and can do to pro-
the second, it serves as 4 link betwoen | Mote the general health, well-bang, and{ |
; H - - .. - . - » - |
the world of science and learning apd | Prospents of the people. II the pre- |
the general body of the communify, | SeAt generation suffer less from .the -_
Either purpose would alone justify the | Tavages of disease than their forbears,
y } if when prostruted by illness they can be
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reinforced conerete. He carried out many
important works, the principal, perhaps,
being the Monier Bridge, on the Yarra.
For his work on the Gallipoli Peninsaln
Sir John' Monash: was made a Companion

han to gain that distinction on active ser-

Yica, -

Sir George H. Kntbba, CM.G., F.R.A.S,,
Hono M, Am. 8. Asgzac,, Director of Come
monwealth Institute of ft}eu-m-u and Indus-
try, Melbourne, 18 regarded ns.a remark- |
nble statisticinn, whose eminence in . this

of the Bath, nnd Iater was raised to the’
-rank of K.C.B., being the second Austra-

. {at all necessary for the purpose of re-|
| cording

claim to existence and respect of this . :
important body. An obvious danger to || ¢cured maore rapidly ;and {certmntycRyy |
the scientific enquirer is avoided when, | ©We these benefits to the efforis of men
released from the trammels of an ex- [ Who work with test-tube and microscope
clusive specialism, he meots, and com. || to 1ay bare the mystenes of the mimentsy
pares notes with the workers in other | that afflict poor humankind. If we cant
fiolds of rescarch. Men who are toil- | move more rapidly from place to place]
INg at one object, the pursuit of trutl | it is owing to the achicvements of
and the discovery of the secrets of | the modern engineer; if not merely the
Nature, arc not likely to pull together || written word but the voice can over-
with the best effcct unless each knows ! come instantanecously the barriers of
what the rest are doing. The geologist, | snace, let us not forget  the  Ardnos
the chemisr, or tlie physicist wishes to| labors of the electricians who have made
learn, not merely what discoveries have | it poesible; and'if, as all hope, a remedy
been ndded’ to the common stock. but )i for present economic ills is found in the |
what lines of investigation promise the [| further voking of the forces of nature
most valuable results. It was one of || to industrial procasses, that agdin i€ a]
the favorite objections 1o the British |! henefit we shall owe to the gisnt minds
Association in ats early days that a| which are strugsgline with this problem.
periadieal meeting of sawants was not ! Bue it is in the field of primars produe-
tion that Australians feel the most hvely
interest in the activities  af ﬂmrp
Already ‘the agriculturist bas had lus
revolutionised by  them, “’d

|

1 completed discoveries. Every |

science, a1t was said, had some omgan
through which its professors could pub- ;
ish the results of their labors, without | calling £5

travelling at stated intervals to a com- | though he may fall or not even s &
snon trysting-place,  But those who in- | somprehend the significance of a labora:
dulged n this shallow Kind of critizism | 1oy experiment, he knows epough to be
overlooked the important fact that an i hemist i no leas his
enquirer may derive much more useful | AWAre that the chemist, i 3
' ; friend than the mechanical inventor who

assistance from a knowledge of the as- ; 5 gl
pirations and specnlations of a fellow- ) has done so much o lighten hus h:"-'

worker than {rom a bare narmtive of || But utilitarian 48 Austrulisns are, U
his most trinmphant achievements. lare not so dull or unimagmative as: GO

' Hir George Knibbe,
'.I'htln;I Retiring Premdent.

department of xcience in acknowledged
throughout, the world,  He hak an un-
doubted genius for the collection and
om| of figures. ~ The Common-
ds ax n tribute to
o capacity.  His first experience was
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L nlhﬂrﬂnrful Eumr] Bum{im‘:ﬁ:
u yulow,  In he
nt of the Royal Soclety of
nles. Few-hunmllml.mnﬂ
ed o frequenmtly to represent.
abroad, He attended the
:.i"_lf.'# csn on L 04 e
mnﬂi committae for the res
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| terest in scientific progress the Congress

{

the effect of
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As a means of kKindling popular in- have: 16 regard Jor the victoried won |
the realm of “pure” as duhnmw I’;‘;
“applied” seience, if any distinction €

and they do not

hus an importance also which cannot
casily be exaggersted.  Those enguged
m the multifanous activities of every- | be drawn between them,

day life have neither the time nor the | ut some stage merge the one nto -the
capacity to keep in touch withsthe pro=|l other. Our past veglect of scientifie
cress made in the vanous fields of scibn- ' resoarch for ils own sake and without

tifie rewearch and expenment. The aver-
awe man seldom penctrates far into the
domain of the savant, and therefore
probably does not always realise sufh-
clently what he owes to the laborers
in this field, Yet it is all-important
Ao should know, especially in a demo-
=ratic’ sountry, if scientific research is
to receive from the State the assistance
s0 often claimed for it. It 3« here that
the wisdom is shown of the itinerant or
migratory character of the Australasian
Association, a feature borrowed from tho |
parent boily,  Just as the latter holds
its mectings now in_ong city of the
United Kingdom, aud now in another,
now 1n one part of the Empire, and now
in another, so it bas been the rule of
the Australasian  Assopiation never to

regard to material results has drven !
ni;iﬂr fields some of the most bniban
of Australasian savants, who have {
too restricted the scape Hu of the
wurlild mul;i‘nﬂ'ﬂ_ for mﬂlt?gﬂmﬁ r sur-
esad. and 0 somo er
!I‘ht-. land that reared them may &
gained by the advertisement they ha
“mven it, but in a young and |
populated country geniuscs in th matur
of things are not so plentiful that it can
afford to part with any one of them.
—-—-———-——i
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ating materiAls, hold its rendvavous in the same enpital | | Dro A8 Vo T ¥
1 Btatistion 1 twice running.  Sydney may be the gy Urrbrae, w
Lh | M0 favored city opn ono occasion, Dunedin | He o AT ond of
LI o I”.‘u on the next, ““l w m Qe e H » will attend the Science
' {or mje | There is no postbility of exageersting | Tl 1oy




