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"I't_ Is acoordirg to 2
l. iege at under military
4 Sydney, July .

| Uneonfirmed romvors are to the  effeot

be attached to the Universily and
controlled by that institotion. Such a
proposnl would mean the establishment of
a country Universify o ». I1f Sydney
{Umiversity decli the offer of the e
deral Government to add Duntroon Col
Jege work to its curricubum, it was slated
that it was hughly probable that the Mel-
boatne Untverwty would do =o.  The
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~ MARSUPIAL BIRTH.
iy Py To the Editor.
Sir—Althe

P
W

unable to attend the lec-
. ered by Professor Wood Joucs
on the subject of “tNEBIFI 6 the
ial 1 read the account of it in last

. Register. It may appear pre-
 sumptious on the layman's part to disagroe
with the opinion of so dmtinguished an
authority, but, as one who has spent many
vege in the bush, saw countless kan-
hﬂ,ﬂd o ms killed, skioned, and
, and found hundreds of joeys in
their pouches, I had to smile when I read

where certain persons c¢laim to have seen

towards the poueh. And how the
thousands of hﬁlhmen who have had ex-
H ) el the teat t smil

wn 1o ¢ teal, must smile
tﬁdﬂgﬂ this most helpless of &
res could find its way by an
' se of smell and enter a
i.g at this stage is practicaily
and can only be opened by force.
opinion is that the young grow on
teat. for until the milk period the
and teat are connected, and the joey
this means receives ita  sustenance
the blood of the mother as in the

of

, the birth of the marstpial dates from

Fﬁ separation of lips and teat. Only
in my experience did I find a doe

ngaroo with twine, and they were about

size of & French bean. Bui they had

by

were conmected with the teats.
er reason that bas materiafly halped
the professor's
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1 BRILLIANT SCHOLAR.

ENGAGED IN RESEARCH.
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B.ME. Orsova on Sunday, and is stayin
seith his parents at Salisbury-street, Nort
Tholes. He left for England in 1010, an

wad engaged in research work, principally
m geology, and took home with him_fmm
Peninmuls material for a thems on
degree ofl
at Cambridge. For

he wne awarded his
o o ‘was in the Lower Highlanc
i - m:dh:h?m Australia Dr.
e
ntrmmt on
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the staffi of the
at Cambridge
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wall gi'm po Informaton  on|

: kangaroo: s after  birth|
M‘lﬁrﬂm the root of the tail

undeveloped midget, |

other unboru animals. That bnin:l

le existence from the mother, as

Dr. Cecil E. Tlley, who had a brilimnt
seholastic carcer in Australia and Eng-
laod, returped to his native land by the

metamorphic rocks

Tilley
England at the l‘.‘IH.lJ
he expects’ to receive (...
i ﬂim on-the-teat” theory, thd book will at least’
wad the home

ﬂcﬁw__z%"

... ey T

¢ b & Tt ix unarguable that the germ of
doubt Whether it’s born inside or out,™ hich is the origin of the foetus come
I think I might cha the name the jnto Leing as a result of tha fusion of

eminent geologist of the preceding generda- thy essence of male and female, and thix
tion for that of our own no less eminent pyust take place in the uterus. There i8

P"ﬂ_—ﬁ_f “"..H.“;W,*,l. Jones, because In WY . copnection, direct or indirect, between
GRRo;;E0e. dull “;“i‘i""‘-’f:"ﬂ‘““i’rh. the latter ths yterus and the teat, and the transfer
has endorsed the opinion of 8ir Richard. of these living cells, even in the earliest
Therefore I feel impelled to give the re- (.00 of their development, from the place
sult of my own observation and enquirief. oy — conception  to  the ‘)um-h. would be
This determination to obey required sOME yiterly impossible internally, And, unless
thought, as 1 am aware of the great ,u¢l ap internal transfer took place, tho
reputation of Professor Wood Jones, who 18 jying organism could not be exuded from
endowed with remarkabla natiurdl powess jhe Jacteal ducts in the extraordinavy
of ﬂhﬂﬂr\*ﬂ.tiﬂﬂ. ﬂ-'ﬂd who hﬂl I|IIn !Ll'ﬂ"h; love nanney illiﬂﬂiﬂﬂd h_’r' the i“ﬂ:lwrl ﬂh‘l{'ﬂ"ﬂ"l::
for_his work, besides being fitted by long sy there could ba no hirth “‘on the teat.
training to estimate the probable if not poeg it not appear, in the light of these
i“""i"‘E]” course of nature in the repros jndigputable facts, that the bushmen
duction of animal life in any of its ferme. hjologists ure extravangantly mistaken:
At once let me say, then, that whild mjey ey that they have killed thousands
ready to acknowledge with deep respect of Langaroos, and have diesected them to
the luminous ability of the professor, who hoat, and none has ever found an unborn
stands at the very apex of his division, foetus—except in the pouch. This proves
and anxious to recognise his great setvices rather less than nothing, Their obvions
in the realm of natural hiltﬂlj', I am "““iﬂnﬂfﬂﬂfﬂ of anatomy mnkes it extremely
on the side of the bushmen. doubtful whether they could locate or
Personally I have examined hundieds jdentify the several parts of the curious
of kangaroos gt Yalata, and I have never roproductive system of the kangaroo, and
EfeN A ITace O thﬂ }'ﬂl-‘r“ﬂ E]!E“‘htl‘ﬂ lhﬂ.“ mn even more i“lf"fﬂ‘hﬂ!}h‘ tllﬂt, if t]lﬂ}i tuund
the pouch. I haye never known a_cas?, it they could recognike the foetus at an
nor has any one whom I have questioned, sven earlier stage of its development than
i which the young was not so firmly fixediihat at whicli tﬂny are wont to describe it
to the teat that, no matter how vecently .o <y minute and formless lump attached
born, it could not be separvated therefrom {5 the teat,” Many of them have pro-
".'l'i,thﬂ'lﬂ il‘lj'ﬂl'r. One man ‘T'n'-'lu'l h!ﬂ.{:k hﬂ.'llh' handled ﬁ]"l"l?i"“"""l- which to a
assistants Kangarooivg on  Yatala killed {yained observer would have been finally
30,000 in 12 montbs, and he told we he 4,,d utterly convincing, but, if this be so,
had mever found a sign of young in the (hoy Luve been as blind as they are now
mother. Scores of such men have all Jeld (oytain that they have scen more than
the opposite opinion to that of science. (he cye of the scientist,
These men often live on the flesh of the, 1 am, Sir, &o., Q. E. D,
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animal, and are always on the look-out for| N '
points that bear upon the controversy. F . .fr_
| When I have seen a young one so very { ¢ ,-F + A 02

small—not larger than a grain of maiza,

with' no vestige of legs, mot to mention T Y
claws, glued to the nipple by its mouth, 1 E’_r 3 _f L. 192":
naturally doubt the statement that “l'.'h:‘-.

The late Mr. Lauvance Birks, B.Sc.,
who died 3t Wellington on Friday, July
24, was a son of Mrs, W. R, Birks, of

little animal has been seen to scramble of
its own volition from the root of the
mother’s tail towards the pouch.” Fur-
ther, a young doe’s pouch is so tight that
it would be impossible for her to place
the young where it is found,

Being keenly interested, I'have for many ||
vears taken every opportunity of satisiy-
ing myself, and have seen or heard nething
to alter my belief that the young is formed
on the teat, that it has never been in any
other position, and that it develops on the|
teat from a fluid state,

This belief awaits correction by absolute
proof of a contravy fact. Even if I conld
permit myself to be persuaded by Pro-
tessor \Wood Jones against my will, in
my subconscious mind I should be of my
old opiniom still. Either the professor iz
right or he is wrong, and as a scientific
man he will undoubtedly establish the
truth, whatever it be, At present [ think
he is wrong, and I want to be convinced
one way or the other. I am, Sir. &e..

GEORGE \W. MURRAY.

University in 1804, My, Bivks had beén
s=—indifierent health for ‘some time, and

Sir—I went to Professor Wood Jones's
lecture at the medleal school of tlie Uli-
versily because an eagor friend took me
|there. I became very interested, and
without having to think too much I casily
understood all his facts. Both lecture and
drawings were exceedingly good and clear,
)

and there were beautiful specimens on the
table. I was amazed at the close of the
l[ecture that the facts the professor dis-
cloged were doubted. I think the work of
a university professor who had been
ehosen to fill a post which has for its
object the launching of young men to do
ﬁund*wm‘k in the medical world for the
enefit of their fellow men should he
\beyond doubt or question. Since the
leeture I have been informed that the |
professor had been highly trained in:
xoology, physiology, and apatomy in the
hinest school in  KEngland, and that his
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MARSUPIAL BIRTH. %2300 Who deny. the possibilty of the | (2T | IR s

RS birth of the kangaroo in the ordinary way: HEL 11RF

Y | »f Nature, and its subsoquent tranafer to VAN NN
) To the EL“F‘!‘- ‘ ke Hie pnuteh, ldﬂduﬁ that ﬂ“.t provom ";-". | — RS
Sir=1opular interest being agaln AWARE j,aredible; but  they oppose to gclentifin = e = PEERER T S
in the old question of the birth o -the certainty a theory inﬁniFn!r more opposed ﬁ“ﬂl“\“-"':' WEn‘,\]ﬁDﬁ%&b i
kangaroo, on which it has been written s reason and to the elements of b nlnlp'. JULY, "30, 1024. i

that—"In spite of Owen, there's still il

Norwood, and a brother of the late ]?r.
Melville Birks, formerly of Broken Hill,
He graduated in science at the ‘Adelaide

before he left New Zealand a few months
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PUBLIC HEALTH.

i %

In. muking itscll the K“”diﬂn.pﬂ.11
physical ~wellare, of the people. of th
Commontealth, the Federal, Department’
of Public Heulth ‘has taken a8 jis
motto “Prevention,” No longer is
seienco of medicine limited to ‘th'&
tirpation of disease; it extends fo
investigation and  elimination of
CULISCS, To this end asn' Imme

the States through their publie  heslth
departments wnd universities: but iﬂ“lﬂ
co-ordinntion of their efforts, especially
in rexearch work, so much has vet (o k ]
done that it is impossible not 1o/ k-
pathise with the demand for lhﬂ‘re-j
arganizgation of the health systems of all
the States on a coherent' snd unifonn

plan, The penalty of D'-Tl'lﬁppinj-_-u'

whit 18 much the same tﬁing. Lhﬂ fm: ,

of iL—-—-t}l;‘IWH*'II the Biate Il.ﬂ,d FHI'EHIE
sorvices has led to much wasted effort
and neglect of profitable fields of aﬂiun,
and it is not difficult to ascrnibe largely.
to thig cause the nrevilenee aof dmm'
said to be nnswerable for  Australians
dving, on -the average, fifteen years
earher than 1]11*}' need do, and for an
cstimated vearly loss to the Common-
twealth of not less than £50000,000,

How to 1mprove the health ﬁl.':n'if.'t‘tﬂ
Australin 18 a question on which, hﬂp&

- & ".I
i to he found in o report of a "ub"i:nm":

Dr. H. 8, Newland, appomnted’ by the
IFederal commitiee on the relstionship of

medicine.  There ane some who see

\the powers of the Federal departments

not satisfied with' the powers he nos
lwields. From being the .‘l‘(hﬂdﬂ'ﬁllll 0
the Federal Departments,” Mr. Prat

il

‘expressed  n ¢ hope  this wt#k'l%.
secing  the Heuwlth  department riSsis
to the status of recognised: ﬂ:ﬁ
cerfanly 'l-ll'k'

{of  ‘all, :1:;' illt‘ 18 & aike
amportant of all. concerned as 16 18 W

!questions of life and death. 1 what
.is sought werc a mere cu]argm&q_‘:'.-;ﬂ'@
the powers of the Federal bodys res
gurdless of any other change, it lﬂdlfﬁ'
cult to see how matters would 'be
greatly improved. Rather the p,l'&!ﬂ’i
‘danger of overlapping and  intruSion
‘into fields  already oceupied 'ﬂfﬂlﬂa x
ageravated at the cost of efficiency, o
say nothing of the pockets of the:
ipavers.  Fur better than incur SUGHES
risk would it be for the States 10 F=y
tire in favor of the Commonwealth rofsy
the whole field of health admini
but short of so extreme & siep a8 &8
‘complete Commonwealth control of pibs
lie health administration, which, a8 s
Hone and Newland point out, would iss
volve a “profound change 1 L
tution.” it is possible under the schem
thev advocste to remedy all the defects

LY

reputation is world wide. And it stapds
to reason that a man with such a reputa-
tion would think twice before he thought
of announcnig any fact that was not
strictly true. Iam, Sir. &ec.,

“A POINT OF VIEW.”

&,
hi
dl

altogether satisfied © with his condition

Sir—1 would commend to all “bushmen”
whose minds are not hopelessly closed

against reason on the subject of marsupial

bicth, study of Professor Wood Jones's
manual on Aust

_ Falian mammals, of that
;[::lrt of it devoted to this vexed question.!
.t;“'f should an array of the clearest ana-!

mic

1s

Parliamentary
Inide yesterday.

al and biological facts fail to convinea
of the hopeless folly of the “horn-!

offer  them instruction vegarding certain
striking eharacteristics of marsupial struc-

ago to attend the World-power Conference
in London his medical adviser was: not

Support was given to this unfavourable
medical opinion by Adelaide doctors, and
Mr. Birks was reluctantly compelled to re-
turn home to New Zealand. A paper pre-
pared by him wis subseguently read at the
London conference, The late Mr. Birks
married a daughter of the Hou, C. AL
Luke, of Wellington, a brothér of Sir John
Luke, who was one of the New Zealand
party which reached Ade:

{ ‘n the existing system—if 8 systemss
'mav be called—and  especially  to pies
tent the overlapping, which they r |
| Tl

.]':'.rt:d These defects, which 8 NiF
sut  calegoncally, cOmpuise, 10 ACCEES
j‘“i'hu‘-k ol uniformity between
L

States, the fuilure officially to “u ”
the prevention of disease the o dinAry
madical practilioner, pmrid:ing 1 -j!'-"-*-'-
facilities  for wcquiring . public hesis
knowledge, particularly with
possible infectious conditions;
sence of liygicnic control in the induss
trial field, and the waste attending Fed
ral expenditure on maternity DORUSES
subsidies to vencreal campuigns S

=

n e -
ford, the [amona 2 notice, and may suggest to them that Pro- . il Y pensions for sufferers from  tuberciics
ﬂ% 'i?ﬂmunﬂief:gnﬁ fessor Wood ?;nu does, after all, know ,\Q}_m lq - o and other ailments.  What 15 proposes
iof 1he atomie theory o the Yomethiug about kangaroos. As [ under- e by the authors: of the scheme 18
by’ moet p was in _ P I!llnﬂ it, the professor is quite ready to ) teoiy L BINS authors: of the  schEMmS I

Fh"“md | lll O acknow! that he has never seen a | Dr. C. G. Wells was reappointed Officer |SENES oi links connecting by & sk
1ified. but Sir Eﬂﬂmi « In this respect, he is in : of Health to the Local Board of Health |chain the “medical unit” (L-J“.-_"‘ gene
jiea. C1Y much the samc position of disadvan- | for the district of Upper Wakefield at & |practitioner) with the Dirg
tage a chemist who hLas never keen |meeting of the Central Board of Health | [ e e
an agtronomer who has not |yesterday, e & TS ol Health - for the €
moon l:boﬂhﬁ- e P Above the medicdl ur t wo
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¢il, to whom ho would notif
deaths, nfegtions
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pily, we are not without illumination. It{s
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as a4 serious obstacle to peee
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mittee, con=isung ol Dr. F. . Hﬂnﬂ mé J
_-,:T’ | ‘
the general practitioner to ‘preventiveis
only real remedy in the enlargement _:"

and whether or not its Ministenal hess
ffully shares this view, he i3 sdmittedies
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