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Dr. A 48 .ﬂ.itklﬂj
Mathematical Institute,
1 Chambera Street,
=D I NBURGH.

Dear Dr. Altken:

i1 am glad you are taking an inuupunq;i line about
Tchebychef. His work, L mean that to LePm relatively
unimportant slde licey which concerws polymumlal flitting,
las been absurdly ovar-rated, coenslaoring that anyone
faced with the polynomiul problem,with ths analogy of
VPourier series in mind would inevitably construct orthogonal
polynomiale. In fact this very obvivuu discevery hag been
made independently in a number of case: verifiable in print,
end probesbly in hundreds that never ygot printed.

The fasct is that it has always been a cheap way of
maintaining a ehaky reputation for expert knowledge, L0 quote
aome &ﬂi;nlr unknown to most of one's countrymen, as of
the highest importance. Hualiul'v- done long and fruitful

gervice in this respect, owing to their admirably imsecessible
language. When you find me browbeating an sudience with

Japanese authorities; you will recognise the ij;'m of
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decrepitude. If Thiele for example, had never publiehed
hie 1903 volume in wnglish, wa might all be Btill m
JoBEs Bticks to his name. Translations are ruincus, as the
v.'l.rt.ua'é‘i cannot in wathematics, as in poetry, claim that the
original _;;i;;-t is ten times that of any translation.

S0 I shall find it refreahing if you choose to go for
this particuler piece of humbug) and as in all such cases,

I think you need fear no real ill from such a sally.

Yours sinceraly,



