23 September 1932,

Ir. A.C. Aitken,
2 Zycamore Terrace,
Corstorphine,
wl INBURGH.

Dear Dr. Altken:

Your letter, which | have not digested in detall, is of great
interest Lo ma. As you will be well aware, 1 have only by gradual
stages, from a first publication in 1919, brought the analysis of
gluple series, I{ron its chaotic condition in the hemds of the
plometricisns, into a condition in which it is arithmetically
gimple,; and logically Intelligible. For heavy data I have
frequently ueed the process ol broken summation, and the two chief
pointa which I beliave might be useful improvements are this and
the slight gain dus to uu{hlllng tha summation in Jordan'se manner.
I have often locked forward to an opportunity of perfecting the
exlsting process in these two respacta, for future editicnas of
my book.

This, I gather; is what you have nmow done, and I very heartily
congratulate you. It may be some time befors I am able to go
into your process in detail, but if it is ae good as I mt’plt-,
I may be-able to adept your new formas in future editionas,



Cne thing, which I think you will not mind my eaying, has
impressed me increasingly ae I have got to know more of what has
been done e@lsewhare, and that iz that really valuable sdvances
in statistical technique have been buried and effectively lost,
through the author not Laking the trouble to make his process
known to thosae who will profit by 1t. Thie involves (1) the
adoption of a notation as far as ia possible (i.e. consistent
with logical presantation) familiar already, (ii) the publication
of practical examples, not in mathematical Journale, but in the
journala of the appliea aubjectes, and (1il) a vary clear and
intelligible axplanatlion of the loglecal bearing of thne analyais
in the subject to which it 1s applied. Thies 18 & long and difficult

programna.

All our mathamatical departments, Forelgn perhapys as much aa
Eritish, suffer greatly from lack of intellectual contact with
solentific work — but this opens cut a more difflcult programme

still!
Yours sinceraly,



