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Dear Cooper,

Thanks for your letter end note, which I sm returning
herswith, I think you etate your point most temperately and that
thers is in statistiosl work, and Tor a muber of different reasons,
a conatant neaed to oheck the tendenay to "round off" the resulis of
galeulation,

A fairly striking instance is supplied by Karl Pearson, who
ocerteinly 4id hot stint himself when he wanted space for publication.
Yet in his celebrated paper, 1900, in which he introduced the x* test



of goodnesa of fit, meny of Iin oxmples mro grossly in error through
the ocalculations of mumbers expectsd in different olamses being given
in whole numbers, or perhsps tenths of a unit, whereas thres decimal
Places would be needsd for making the test correctly. This 18 e
falrly olear sxsmple beosuss no-one could possidly imegine that the
eampling error of the mmober obscrved in suy olsas 1s not at lesat
several unite, and so of much greater magnitude than the somputational
errors whioh are suffioclent gompletely to vitiate the Lest.

fours sinoerely,



