July 5, 1938

Dear Mather,

I have Just been reminded that I hrve friled
to aneswer the queation you msked in the pescond p-ragraph
of  your letter of Mnrch 23rd, a lettar which I much
enjoyed reading.

I heve often found myself in the snme position
o8 you, after doing a fnlrly heavy jJob, of not knowing
whether 1t 1s =orth golng on with., Sometimes I have eaged
my mind by ormpletling it, and perhaps publishing later.
Sometimes, I em airaid, I have let it go. More then
anything eles, I think, 1t comes to how you find it most
convanlent te repulate your own aoctivitlies. T find it
ne bad thing to have usually a heavyish job on hand,
working at 1t from time to time as time and inclination
permit, but this may well not sult everyboedy. I omnnot
see anyene using tha mathod desoribed except under your
8lreot supervlision, unless it were Falrfisld 8mith,or
someone equally pood having had oontaot with you. 5till,
1t would make & nioe paper, which I ghould be glad to
publish in the Annals, 80 long as I am resvonaible for
that Journal.
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It has been sugrested to me that I sught to
apply, on Punnett's retirement, for the Chalr of Genetles
at Canbridge. The great drawbaok ia that Punnett has
let his Department down to nothing, and i1t would mean
beginning apFaln, as at the Galton Laboratory. I think
1 should only take 1t on conditlon that the Serolopleal
Uapartment moved wlth me, ond that proviaslon ware made
for solentlfic and other asslstanta. Of ecourase, 1 they
were ready to apnolnt Ford I ahould prefer not to
coupete. If I teok 1t, I ghould want to make you an
offar, nrobably nfter one yerr pt YMerton, so I should be
glad to know what sort of offer in Cambridge wonld
attroot you as aenlor panetieal mseistant ln a department
there, and whether you would prefer to be specifiecally
assvelated wlth snimal or plant genetlos, or perhaps
with cytology.

In oase I have not sald so before, I think your
book 18 & little gem. It will not be mppreclated at
onoe by the Lody of genetlolats; tut 1t 1s, I think,
really worthy of the reputation you nre making.

Yours slnceraly,



