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BURLAIL

Different methods ¢f burial obtained not only amongst the
various kurchison tribes, but also amongst local groups within
the yrites,

The wajari people of }t, lMagrnet buried their dead with the
head to the east, feet west, eyes looking towards the west, The
feet are, however, placed in the direction of the Jdead man's
(cr woman's) country and the methods of burial of that country
is followed, if it is known to the tribe in whose territory the
person died,

Amongst the Jllimbirree district wajari, the corpse is bure
ied in a sitting posture, the eyes looking towards the dead man's
own country, A bush snelter or breakwind is made and afterwards
burnt, Bardain is the Illimberres name for the home of the dead.,
1t is wilu (west) and spirits travel over the sea to get there.

The Jalgoo wajari buried their dead with the head towards
the north, feet south, eyes looking towards the sunrise, JSome
wajari have buried their dead face downwards, the limbs being
sometimes broken and bent, the hole or grave being a little over
three feet in length. Other wajari of the district north of yYal-
goo meke two drives at the bottom of the hole and bury the corpse
lengthwise, forecing the head and feet into the drives, which were
made north and south.

Tuckapnara wajari were buried seated cross legged with hands
resting on thighs, eyes looking towards the sunrise, A half
cirecle of bushes and a smaller one of earth, were made round the
grave with the opening towards the north, A miru was sometimes
placed in the centre of the half cirecle of earth and a fire placed
in front of the half circle. The place was cleaned and swept
for some yurds rouni the grave. The half circle of bushes, if
these can be found in the vieinity, is always placed rouni the
graves of the Murchison tribves., #f these are not available, a
half circle of earth is made. When making the grave the dajari
first loosen the sand with s wanna (wuman's digging stiek) and
then throw the soil in two regulated heaps on top, one of which

afterwards forus a swall semicircle at the head of the grave,
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the other heap is put on top of the corpse. if it is a hurried
burial, two or more wanna may be used and a thaga (wooden vessel)
1ifts the soil - shovel fashion - from the hole. The thaga re-
mains on the grave, as it could never be used again after having
nelped to make a gravs.

The home of the Tuckanarra Jlead is called Kugenmara and 1is
supposed to be away north over the sea,

Jal, a Ngaiawonga, stated that the graves of his people
(Yander, near iake Waj) were usually wider and longer at tne bot-
tom than at the tog, a drive such as the Jdajarl mske, belng some=-
times dug at either end, the head and feet belng pyushsd into the
drives, The grave was usually ln a north and south direction,
and within it the body was placed with the feet towards the north,
heazd south and eyes locking towards the sunriss, Logs were
first placed on the bvod,,thex brauches were laid across the logs,
and the rewailning syace was filled mp with sand.

The ground was smwoothed anldl levelled for some distance from
the ivot of the greve, Found the hesd of the wmound a half cir-
cle of boughs was everly built.

The ligaiawonga dead were supposed to go west to the neigh-~
bourhood of Ychugarerk, where they become mundeng (spirits) and
where they may be heard crying out at intervals, "Yinorni, yin-
orni."

Mobarn yamagli in the neighbourhood of Tchugeareri can see the
mundang at night time, but &ll within hearing can hear their cry.

‘he Lake day Ngalawonge buried their deed with. the head towards
the east, the feet west, the eyes louvking towards the east.
Spears were breken and left near the grave, the wmiru and other
weapons being left where the man died. The Lake Way grave .3
circular, #hen finished, bindi-bindi (shaved sticks) may be
placed round the circle, Neo earth covers the body, only logs
of wood and branches. A fire 13 lignhted between the grave and
the camp, or eastward of the grave, which means that the syirit
i3 expected to go west,

Amongst the wWejari at Rannine, burial takes place almost

immediately after death, usually within two hours. A4 shallow

grave is dug about five feet in length, three in width, and
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about two feet deep. The corpse is placed face downwaris, head
to the east, and sometimes, but not always, the joints of the
knees, ankles,.exbows and wrists are broken or disiocated, The
arms are Adrawn round to the back and the legs doubied back.
Stones or lozs are .ult on top of the body, and a littie earth
covers them.

oy monyning, the lanrine district natives put & iine of
wilg:e Aown the centre of the nose ani forehead. ihe father
of the deceased shaves off his beard and syears charcoal on his
face, the mother greasing her body and then rubbing it all over
with wilgee, The camp and belonzings of the dead man are destroyed.

At Myinserree (h..o, of Peak Hill) where Ngadawonga, wajari
and Kurduwonga meet, the head isg west, the feet eest, the body
sometimes buried face downwards. Knees and thighs are tied to-
gether and the hands pleced beside the thighs. Miru, gullba,
(spear) end wunda  shield) are burnt. A fire is made eastward
of the corpse and & dbreakwind is put west of the grave at the head.,

Very often the head of the corpse is not a footr underneath
the ground, A hall cirele or an entire circle of sand may be
made roudd the grave, At Boogardie on the kurchison, the nat-
ives being Wajarli were buried similarly to the Mt. Magnet Wajari,

A breakwind may sonetimes be built over the grave. A Pilre is
lighted and the district abandoned for & time.

Sa.r d_hiver Wajarli bury thelr dead with the head towards
the west, feet east, eyes looking towards the sunrise, the hands
being held towards the north, The body is covered with barga
(Logs or bushes) and a tarndi (hut) is built and a fire lighted
sastward of the grave. Bagan yaminyardu is the term applied to
the departure of the relatives to another camp after a death.

Amongst the Waiawunga of hlike labberoo , if the dead man or
woman belonged to the east, their faces andl feet were turned
eastward and so with those from other points of the compass, the
methods of burial in the dead man's district being followed, if
known, The hands were placed beside the limbs, The weapons

of the dead man and the utensils of the woman werse left undis-

turbed in their camp, withthe exception of the spears, which were
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broken in helf, one of the broken spears beins placed on the
grave at the foot of the corpse. The wanna of the dead woman
«88 not broken, and might also bhe placed at the head or feet.
A nall circle ¢f bushes was placed round the grave and a
fire was lighted in front of the grave.
At darunzun (Walanwonga district) the head is yabaru (north-
west), the feet waramala (scuthsast.) The corpse 1s somctimes
ig
laid on its face. The arms are folded. it it/a; old man, the
fingers and thumb are sometimesz tied and the neils burnt off,
deapons are burnt, spears br . ken and the miru placed on the grave,
revs8t frequently at the head,

Jainnwonge place, the head is west, the

feet cast, the syes looking east. Legs and thighs are tied,
a«nd arms are alsc tied. The miru is sometimes placed upright
on the mangarsu .grave), the spears of the dead man belng broken.
The Mindula Wajari turied thelr desd face downwards, the
heni being west, the fect east, The knses were bent and broken
and the hands placed close to then. Two neaps of sand were
piled nerth and south of the grave, The usual half circle of
bushes was placed round the head of the grave and a space of
some yards in width cleared all round, A fire was lighted
between the grave und #he camp, Miro or wanna were placed on
the grave according to the sex of the deceased.
uring my visit to Mindula, the de=th by burning of a native
woman named Burdangu, a Yalgooe district Wajari, occurred at the
camp. The moment the breath had left her body,, ever, occupant of
the camy broke into loud eiies, and et once deserted the camp
anl proceeded to make a new one some quarter of a mile away .
The death having oceurred late in the evening was the reason
for the desortion of the camp, es no native will knowingly spend
2 night in company with a newly dead man, woman or child, their
reagon being that the syirit hovers immediatel; over the body as
goon a3 it has left 1ts elay tensment, "as it is not sure where

to go." The matives kept up their keening during the whole
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night, and at dawn next morning were back at camp attending to the
lest éad rites, They wrapped the body of buriangu in her rug,
anl carried her by & roundaboutr route to the place chosen for her
birial, which was quite two miles from the camp, A grcat Tear was
upon the occupants of the cauamp that her spirit might not find its
way to Yairgoo and hence become & lost spyirit, or one that might
return to the vicinit, of the camp and work harm upon the dwellees
there and 8o the circuitous route was tekern - about two miles -
in order to baffle the spirit and prevent it finding ite way back
to the camp.

Defore they removed the body, one of the daughters-in-law of
the dead woman made a miniature grave, in an east apd west direc-
tion, on the exmct syot where Duriangu had diesd, ;n this little
mound her wanna and & piece of an old skxirt which she hal worn,
were stuck at the western ends, A similar proecesding followed the
death at Katanning of a Bridgetown native, They then procesded to
burn the dead woman's cemp, raking everything into the fire so that
nothing should be left to wowrk magic with or onmn, The little
grave was te shew where Turiangu had lakt lain, the pleces oé burnt
material telling her absent relatives the manner of her death.

As soon as the littie grave was completed, all started for
the place of burial; brother-in-law, brother and son, touvk it in
turns to dig the grave, which in the old days would have been dug
with the thagga and wanna (scocp and gtick.) The hole was dug
about four feet six in depth, but at a depth of about thrce feet,
the diggers procecded to make a small drive at either end, for
the graves of some of the Murchison pecple are ilarger st the bottom
than at the top, The drives went in about fourteern inches at
elither and. The grave was dug in & north and soutn direction.
when the grave was completed, fresh boughs, which had becn gather-
ed by the women while the men were digging , were pleced by Bur-
langu's son at the bottom of the grave, snd as soon as the boughs
were fixed, Mindinga, the son, lay down in it to =ee if it were
wide enough, The sand that had been taken out of the Lole was
made into little woundis at either side of the grave, lthey then
lowered the body with the aid of the rugs and mindinga stood in the
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grave with his feet at either side of nis mother's body, in order
to push the heed and feet into the drives made for th=zm. Curious-
1y enough, the boly had not beoome stiff, and so it was easy to
prezs the Teet into the hollowed out drivs, Logs were then placed
the bedy, then boughs, then some earth of ants' nests which the
brothaer of the dead woman had collected in the vieinity of the
grave, then more logs and again ante' nests until the grave was
filled. Jeanwhile the women were tusy all the time cleaning a
space yound the grave. The trees and shrubs were cut down and
burnt, even the grass tufts being uprooted, so that when the spirit
should walk avout the grave, nc chstacle should impede the move-
ments. They cut, burnt and raked up everything. The daughter-
in-lsaw gathered some logs and with these she made a semicircular
shelter or breakwind at the head of the grave, placing small
grecn bougshs rezularly and neatly along the half eircle until a
mound shaped outline was made, This semi cirele was (uite four
yards in diamter, Buriangu's wanna was put on the logs &xnd
hidden by the small boughs, The grave mound which ross albout
a foot above the ground was trimmed and swept to & lensth of about
three feet six ilnches and dbout two feet in width. A radius of
some thitty yards had ¥een cleared and leveliied round the grave,
30 that the sgpirit should walk on soft ground., Buriangu's feet
were placed in the directionof her Yalpgoo home, for she had been
stelen by her husband from that district, and it was a belief amongst
them that a native must first go to his own home, beddre he can
start for the home of the dead. If he 3id not he might find
hinself in the cam, of some strange tri.bve, Hence every native
likes to die on his own ground as "his spirit will know the way
from tiere®™ to the country where all hid dead relatives are,
#hen the spirit comes out of the grave it goes where the feet
yoint, Fires were lighted north, north east, south, ani south-
east, to prevent the spirit going in any other direction than its
pooper one, The new camp had been mede eastward of the old one,
showing that the spirit was not expected to go eastward. rerfect
silence, except for the soft sobbing of the women, reigred during

the whole time and the journey bek to the camp was also made in
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silence. In the evening, however, at the exact moment of the
woman's death, the mourning keen was agaln raised and it contine
ved at intervals throughout the uight. Another son of buriangu
who hed reachel the ecamp btowards n.ghtfall, iifted his veice in
loud and heert-breaking lamentations almost the whole night through,
Buriangu's wannara ("mate"™ or friend) ah older woman, who had
neithereaten ncr drunk for two days after the death of her friend,
"keened™ both vorning and evening during the wihole ten days of my
stay at Mindulda, and probably for many days afterwards, for burie
angu had been "food getter® for her friend who was too old to fend
for herself, and there wes no one in camp to take her placc,
The wmenbers of the camp 4id not lesave the district for a month
efter Buriasngu's death.

| The iindule names for the country of the dead are : hgeoraw-
goora, Neelooga (west) andParnaid'ad'erbe.

food and water may sormetimes be left near the grave of the
Murchison dead, but this is not general, A rough track is made
for some distance in an opyosite direetion to the camp and to the
route taken byrthe bearers of the corpse, the idea being that when
the spirit of the dead men came up he would go along the malde
track and so keep away from the camp of hls relatives, The lews
of burial must be strictly adhered to or the spyirit will return
"sulky" and will harm those who neglect to perform the proper
rites. The raiis of mmme of the Murchison natives do not appear
to be burnt, ncr are their hands tied.,

Only two cases of premature burial were mentioned by the
natives, one occurring at Landy Creek on the Gascoyune, westward
of the Kurduwonga, the other in the Northampton district,

An old native woman was supposed to have died and was buried
by her people rnear Landy Creek. She had died during the night,
ani early 1in the morning they buried her ard rcturned to their new
camp., Between sunset and d&udk they werc horrified to hear a cry
coming from the direction of the grave, and looking towards the
spot the, perceived the supposed dead woman who was running towards
them. wvery member of the camp Jjumped up and fled from the

mundang (spirit) or warda (ghost) as they thought it was, and
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Xept running untik they fell down from fatigue. The woman
continued running efte- them, falling several tines from weak-
ness and shock. She kept ealling out to them that she was not
dead, but they did not stop running until darkness hed well set in.

The old women finally came up to them, and she livei with
them for mary years, They did not revisit the neishbourhood
until some years after the incident.

The other case occurred in the Northampton district. A
pative had Ween buried the previous evening and in the worning
when his parents went +t¢ visit the grave, he had got out of it,
and as soon &8 he saw them approaching he got up and chased thew,
He ran after them for two or three days, allowing them neither
rest, food, nor sleep. At last when they were almost dead from
weariness and exhaustion, the father turned round and thrust h.s
spear into the son's body many times and then left him whers he
lay for other relatives to bury bhim.

The sor never "returned" again and when the reiatives went
to the grave where he hed first lain, his body was rnot in the
grave, which would have been the case 1i he had becn & real nune
darg . They saw the marks of nis herds and feet beside the grave,
anl tracked hiw where he had chesed his parsnts.

Yovrndng

The custom of mourning is followed in mli the tribes of the
Upper Wurchison, & certnin similarity in the customs being cobser-
ved amongst the Lgadawonga and kindred tribes.

At the noment of death, a wild keen is rauised by ever, one
in camp and continues for some time throughout the dey and evening .
If the dead mun leaves one or more widows, they cut and gash their
heads end thighs, blood flowing copiousliy from the wounls and ralle
ing over their faces and liwbs, This appears to be the first
mourning ceremuny . Then while the elde¢rs are streightening, or
tying up the corpse, according to the mode of burial prevailing,
the other reiatives proceed to decorate trnemselves in wourning
colours, The widows of the dead man will cut off their hnair,

and place it in the nguri (skin bag) to be spun iater inte string,
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They then paint their faces with lines of white plgeclay and
charcol, fthe men using charcoul ornly or charcoal and dvwari (red
ocnre ) . The older men, also decorated iln mourning colours,
assemble near the dead man and ali may ask alw in a sort of re-
citative, "to go away for good and not trouble thew by conlg
back sagain." Occasionally only cne or two of the oller men will
sing rourd the corpse, the remalnder oI the menstanding or sitting
near, with heads bowed down upon btheir breasis.

it is usually the ngabari of the dead man who perform the
last offices and these are ijecoxated with duari only during the
time the corpse remalins in cumpy, adding soms charcoal when the
burial is over,

The wldows of the dead man withdraw a little apart and sit
in silcnce under the shalde of a few bougis. Here they rcmain

some days, the time dependling greatly upon clircumstances,
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Yor iustance, if a brother of the dead man, whose inheritance
the widows are, be prescub at‘the time of death and the widows
are young, not many days elapse beofre they Jjoin the camp. LT
there are no claimants for them, disseunsions rise amongst the
men of tnely warrying ciass almosti immediaikely. The widows,
still sitting apart, and keep.ng the brignt lines of pipeclay
on their features, remain silent and motionlusgs throughout the
discussion, rood will be brouvght to them by Jjuaeri, for thers
seems no spscial abstirnence frow food alter a death, except
from the totem of the dead man, if it is an animal or bixd to-
tem.,

The hgadewonge women stated that the, did not now weer the
L -
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pipe%ﬁay head covering winich is the symbel of widowhood on the
Uppef Mlurchison, but it had been the custom for elderly widows
te smear pipeclay over their heads and foreheads, silowing it
to remaln until it dropped off, Young widows d. not wear this
mouﬁming headdress,

The mobarn yamegl of the group will wateh for indications
winich will tell him the direction from the whiceh the magie that
killed their relative,hss coms from and if it a very dld wan

or woman whose death has taken place, return magic will be
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sent to the offendings tribe. In ths case of the death of a
jounz native man, an avenging party, or a brother of the dead
man only, will be sent ocut on a missicn of vengeance, un
these occasions, sli.pers made of halr string and euu Ieathers
will be worn to disgulse the identity of the avenger. The
Waianwonga call these slippers doningi, the nume applied to the
web-shaped neaddress in othar trives, the webbed headdress belng
called meongli by the Waianwonga.

Mourninz ceremonies have lcst much of the.r interest amongst
the Murehison natives, ewing to their contact with the white people,
end except the waeiling or keenlng which occurs in all the {rites
on the death of one of thelr nunber, there is very iittle, if
any, csremony of mournimg carried out nowadays, The older men
harangue the spirit at night tige or one or two nights, and a
little charcoal or pipeclay or dueri may be sueared on the face
onee, and then allowed to drop off., On the death c¢f Kudladbbdja
at Meekatharra, no mourn.ng beyond the keening was yractice&.

The camp was moved to & fresh spot, und Kadabude was forgotten,

For some time nfter the death of »a uwember of & loccl group,
the keening will be heard, st the hour the death occurrsd, but in
all cases it is the women who kecp up the kecvu while thecaump re-
mains in the vieinity.

Amonget those tribesthet sare yet untouched by eivillsation,
the ceremonice of mourning, etc., are cerried out winutsly, but
no deseription of these was availsble.

Mrs., Searle of Tuckanarra, Murchison district, informed me
recently that in conseguence of some native murder having been
compitted in a district eastward of Tuckanarra, all the wWajari
pecple whose near or distant relative the murdered man was, wers
forbidden by the wobarn yamagl of their groupy to decorate trnem=~
g8elves with red until the murder had teen avenged., A woman who
had been given a red frock dbrought it to Mrs. Searle for safe
keeping until the "ediet" had been revoked. Lawless anl other

eastern tribes were lmplicated in the wurder, » man named Koyt

being the chief aggressor, if not the actual nurderer, IThis is
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the first instance on reo@rd of & special law reluating to the
general pronibition of redwocnre decorat.ons, whide preparations
for revenge were in progress, No wsaning vy the prohivition

could be ascertained,
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uwongza tri

Turada
BURLIAL

The head is placed kaiali (E.N.E.) and the feet, or rather
thighs, yulbari (S8.). The legs are tied up azainst ths
thighs and spread apart, arms are algo tied, the hands beling
upwards beside the head, The head rests on some bushes, the

vody being laid on its back, with the thighs spread apart.



