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Totemic divisions only - no phratries
Localities of these "totemic™ divisions

Intermarriage between these "totemic™ divisions and neigh-
bouring tribes - rules concerning,

Pedigrees in illustration
Southern Cross pedigree, snowing variety of totems.
Totem descends through father - Russell Range.

SOCUTHEEN CROSS DISTRICT

District occupied by Beerungoomat and Joowuk phratries
Phratry totems never eaten

Pedigree

Pedigree showing mixed totems

N of area along line of demarcation between circum-
ecision and uncireumeision.
" showing non-edible totems
. descent of totems

MURCHISON DISTRICT

Pedigree showing lake Way nin-edible totems
Hereditary and personal totems

District totems of various localities.

Red ochre as district totem
Seed foods as personal totems.



In the Balladonia and Fraser Range families (Eucla division)
the divisions have been designaied Totemic only, as they do not
appear to have phratries nor any division apart from the totems
of their respective districts, of which several have been obtained.

Some of these totems apparently extend over a wider area than
others. <Jome are more plentiful in the districts in which they
obtain, and are conseguently of importance since they can support
a large poyulatioh, yet wild fruit people will not eat their own
totem but that of, say, mallee hen, or seed totem people.

So far as the information which has been obtained goes, no
particular toltem can be said to be general or have the distinetion
rphratry® attached to it, as the totem ceases to be important
outside of the boundaries of its habitat,

A Marriage appears to be within the totem. The girls will
sometimes follaw their mother's totem, the boys taking their
father's totem, fhis arrangement meking it appear that the
mother's brother has some control over his sister's female children.

The information obtainable of the tribes of the Euela Div-
ision is however toco meagre to form any reliable data, and hence
the pedigrees showing the varicus totems, and the change of
descent of the childrem from their fathers' and mothers{ totems,

must suffice until further evidence is available. -
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Drollinys Pedigree (near Balladonia)

DHAMBIL = HNgool'yo
Dwerdawuk Dwerdawulk

(dog people)

= |

| L
HARAA = Moods others

Dweraawuk| Dwerdawuk
|

| 5 ALD ; [
JILGO J IMMER WANDOO nairaaillan MINYARA
(Marrajillan = burnt hand;
All Dwerdawuk fire was not, however, ;
M's personal totem. It would
JI1LGO = Weoranya have been had she been born in

] Goomalwuk (grey opossum) the Southwestern division.)

! :
Koobin DARAIHGYA dardain
Goomalwuk Dwerdawuk Goomalwuk

JIMMER = ? = No'dee
(name not remembered) Weelgowuk (curlew)
K.C,
| |
Noderan RO (?2)
Weeloowuk Dwerdawuk
WANDCO - Gow'era =
Hgamninwuk
N.C,

Marrajillamp = BIIDAMING'A (lame man)
Waggaita'wak (wombat)

N.C,
MINYARA « Nyeerajille
ordawak (mushroom)

Beerraburra
Woordawak
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WOONDOGOOL = Eedagalmura
Weeloowuk and Marawak| Ngamuinwak (species of fruit

(elound) i called loca “lemon colie™,
; also "wild grapes,® alseg
; rhusbanpd®

| | | |
YINDUP BOOLUNBURT = Kinbee Ncldee= TOOL* YULTWAL TNigeogerr = KWOOPERDU]

Ngamminwuk Goomal~Weeloo~ INigwarrawak Weeloo Ngwarra-
wuk wuk (black ring- wak
tailed opossum)
H.C, WIRMUNG Nodgunyang Ngoburngur)
Hgwarrawek Ngwarrawak

(No'dee's second
husbapd was JIMMER)

(Israelite Bay district)

JINNAGULLEE = Kardolin
Hganminwuk ligamminwulk

Gonra = JABBUNGOOL

Ngammin Geejawak and merderung borungur
or ngammi spear sea mullet
borungur |

R.C,

Gowera also married WANDOO Dwerdawuk
WOOBEE, Manitchmat (of Esperance

Bay)
MOONYERREE, Jeeukwuk (wild cherry)
MARRALE'A (erooked finger)
beegalawuk, geejwuk
(vegetable and speay)
Fo issue by any of these.

Gowera had altogether fourteen husbanis.



Bccording to Jimmer, a dwerdawuk, one of my Balladomia
district informants, the Meenung people adjoining the "Totemic™
divisions became ngwarrawsk, and Jeeukwuk (or jeergawak) when
they were adopted into the Totemic divisions, that is, a Meemung
Manitchmat became Jeeukwuk, and was circumeised by the J eeukwuk,
and had the jeeuk as his distriet totem, and a Meenung iWordung-
mat went into the Ngwarrawak division, was circumcised by the
Ngwarrawak, and had the ngwarra as his distriet totem.

The dwerdawuk people appear t0 have inhabited the Palladonia
distriet, dog forming one of their principal foods, Baiunya and
Dralinya are dwertwuk country.

North of Balladonia and east of Fraser Range the Goomalwuk
people's district was situated. These intermarried with the
Dwerdawuk of Balladonia, anl the children took their totems
either from their father or mother, or they were given a dif-
ferent district totem according to loeal circumstances. (It is
assumed that the various totems were district totems.) The
Ngwarrawax totemic district appeared to be west of Palladonia
and Frﬁsar Range.

coﬁst people in the Eucla division hed the merderung (sea
mullet) &s either an hereditary or a distriet totem.

All these people circumcised, subineised and had a teoth
1neeied out, and their young girls underwent "yulvatomy" before
marriage.,

Personal totems, which might be edible or otherwise, were
given te children, and names appear to have been bestowed either
from a deformity, from some incident happening at bixth. through
dreams, or from an hereditary totem (Ngoogerr, and her daughters
Noogunyang and Ngoburngul, were almost certainly named from Some
special product, also In'ngil, whose mother was Yarriman, a very
big woman). GSome ceremonies were performdd for the inerease of
eertain edible totems, but no aceount of these could be c¢btained
without a personal visit to the distriet.

At ¥t. Regged (Booreealba), & joondee (mythical earpet snake)
took possession of the hill, and used to e#t' kl the natives Wwho

hunted there, The hill was, in consequence, avoided by all the
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natives until a mobburnguttuk (medicine man) went up the hill,
caught the joondee and killed and ate it. The hill was then
free for the patives to climb. The joondeec was nol a totem,
only a ngoirit® joondee. The mobburnguttuk who killed it was
merderung borungur (sea mullet totem). - Boggulyarra was the
hill where the snake sat down.

There are banjoowuk (turkey totem people) northwest of
Balladonia, jangoowuk (bandicoot totem people) west of Drollinya,
and meer-meer borungur (sparrowhawk totem people) north and
northeast of Balladonia,  The legend (Drolliinya district{ of
How the Natives Obtained Fire reletes to these totems, and
shows how marriages were arranged between coriain totems.

(The karrgain - pigeon - does not appear to have either dist-
rict or totem kins.)

In the disirict north of Balladonia there are great treeless
plains, and these are supposed to be the plains where the jangoo
was seant by the meer-meer, as there is no wood on the plains
with which & fire can be made, and so the jangoowuk cannot
make any fire.

It may be surmised from this legend that the bandicoot
totem people could only seek wives amongst the turkey totem
tribes, the pigeon and sparrowhaws tojem people also inter-
marrying. 1t may also be that in some of those treeless dist-
ricts the natives did not cook their food, and that for this
reason they call themselves Baaduk ~ bleod drinkers, feasting
principally on the blood of the beasts they killed, but Seuth
West of the f‘alladenia district, towards the Thomas River,
the worma (sears) of young men who died or were killed in battle,
were cut off and eaten by their mwale relatives, who also sucked
the blood from the veins, and sometimes from the chesks of the
newly dead. The worma eating and blood drinking wers supposed
to give them increased strength, and also to lessen their grief
for their deed relatives.



At Mt. Fagged (Booreealba)awoman of the wild cherry (jeouk)
totem married & gooyana or ngammin (wild grape) man. Some of
their children were jeeukwuk (the district totem given to them by
their moﬁher's brother), others followed the gooyana or ngammin
totem (distriect) of their father's people, and were ngamminwuk.
The ngamminwuk did not eat ngammin but ate the Jeeuk, Similar-
ly, the Jeeukwuk refrained from sating their ocwn totem, . but ate
the ngammin,

In the Balladonia distriet the girls freguently followed
thelr mothers!' totems,-tha boys following their fathers., A
dwerdawuk man married a goomalwuk woman, the sons of the uhion
being dwerdawuk, the daughters goomalwuk. Should the dwerdawuk
men also take & ngamminwuk woman, his sons by her ﬁould be dwerda-
wuk, and his daughters ngamminwuk. Asain, should he take a third
woman, a weeloowuk {curlew totem} his male children would he
dwerdawuk, his female children weeloowuk, but in all these cases
local circumstances may interfere.

If the women's peoyle are numerous and strong, the mother's
brothers may alter the line of male descent of the district totem,
the male and female children being given their mother's totems.

In this, as in other native laws, there is no hard anifast rule,

Whether these people have phratries, or whether they simply
follow their district totem, is a matter that cannot be settled
without personal inquiry samongst them.

They have been called "Totemie™ in lisu of a hetter name, and
also because eertain areas appear to have separate food totems and
totem kins, Strietly speaking, they are district totems only ,and
therefore cannot be called phratries or classes, being too numerous
for such classifiecation,

It has been shown in the pedigrees thas when the members of
the Totemiec divisions intermarry iith those people ha¥ving other
divisions, they do not enter any particular class; the Jeeukwuk,
weeloowuk, ngamminwuk, goomalwuk, ete., ete., intermarrying with
Wordung or Maniten im the Southwest, with Besrungoomst and Jooamat
in the tribes west and northwest of them, and with Kaimers, Bﬂﬂreng‘

Zebarrga or Tharrooreo in the tribes north of them. In seme ip.




stances I have found that the jeeukwuk enter the Manitchmat
phratry only, but no particular distinetion appears to be made,
and it must be remembered that it is oﬁly since white settle-
ment took place in the Southwest, that a circumcised man of gny
neighbouring tribe could enter into an uncircumcised tribe.

The Totemic divisions, therefore, as far as known, differ
from all fheir neighbours, as a Wordungmat of the Southwest who
is adopted into the Southern Cross Division, can only enter the
Jocamat phratry, the Manitchmat entering the Beerungoomat phratry.
Similarly, a Wordungmat or Manitchmat entering the northern
classes, cannct do so indiseriminately, one or the other of
these divisions ohly are available for them, the older men de-
c¢iding into which the newly adopted men can enter. I have usu-
ally found that the Manitchmat either enter the Boorong or Ee-
barrga moieties. :

A CGorragurran (S.W,, near Kokenerup) pedigree, obtained
at Southern Cross shows interesting totems, The pediéree is
a mixture of Bucla Diviasion, Southwestern Division, and Southern
Cross district Division.

JEEGARDAIN = Nad'do'in
Jesukwuk J eeukwuk
Dwerd and

?gigzza;an)'

J

JADDA IAAHHEE Hgoonawirrln
All Wordungmat and kabbain or.
Jingo borungur (spirit of dead mative)
alaso dwerd berungur.

Wadda®s parents for some reason had fled towards Esperance
which brought their children into the Esperance phratry. They
rested during their flight at Gooyungunning, whers there are
several stones shaped like men, one stone representing & man
holding a koondee (club) with beth hands across his shoulders,
As the stone men refrained from harming Jesrgardain, he adepted
them as his personal totem, and gave his children a spirit totem,
through some vague.connection im his mind between the Stone men
and "spirits of dead natives", whe could met harm their borangur,
The deg (dwerd) was Jeersardain's hereditary totem, and passed

%9 his cehildren, The family wandsred nortihwards towards the



Goldfields, and their sons Wadda and Lyammen were adopted into
the Jooamat phratry, made noolurr (circumcised and subincised)
by Mt. Jackson district natives, and were given Joowuk women

for their wives.

WADDA ? (a daughter of Nyammin, a Beerungoomat
Wordu woman)
Joowuk Joowuk
Joojoo ﬁdog)
& Jingo!l (spirit)
bittangal
One girl
Beerungoomat
dead

NYAMMEN - Kalgogoona or Basalee
Wordung i J oowuk

¥.C.

‘It would appear from the fact of Jeergardain having to leave
his people that his mgrriage was wrong, in which case not all the
totemic divisions can marry within thansulvas, or he may have
taken a woman within the forbidden degree of kindred. According
to Jeergardain's statement he pad married wrong, but other nat-
ives stated that Jeeukwuk can warry Jeeukwuk, provided the rela-
tionship 1s not within the prohibited degree, and therefore it‘ |
must have been the "blood tie"™ that was sel aside by Jeergardain
in his choice af a wife,

In the Balbinia distriet the gooyana or ngammin appears to
be the distriet totem, the marriage of the s econd gensration in
the foliowing pedigree being Within the totem :~

WAREEMA 7 Kyabeelya

Gooyana Jeeukwuk, mulgarra or
Jeegup borungur (thunder)
|
Kaagoon = BINNAKDEE
Gooyanawuk Gooyanawuk

NaCa



|

i Kooleroonya pedigree (Nooman Rock, Fraser Range) shows

some more varieties of totems, and also the phratry entered at

Southern Cross :-

KANDOOR = Wenderdaanoo
Deeradoora | Nalaum (roots of mallee trees)
(ground kingfisher toth)
Jerdawuk |
{(little bird tot?m)
dogamat |

dooamat

YOORQYN

Jeerdawuk (bird totem)
Beerungoomat

Ngabiam

(Yooroyn is paralused from his body downwards, and
has never married.)

In a Boorgainya pedigree (nesr Russell Range) the totem

descends through the father :-

KAJJEEJA = Mammool
Jeenkwuk I Meenawuk (little bexries or seeds)

| JAAGOOL Bo*gool BOOJYOOLIOO = Jilgoon-jilggon Kialoo = NAABEE NdOIE
Jeeukwukd ccukwuk Jeeukwuk . Kgamminwuk or Jeeuk-; C(ooyana~- Jeeuk-
blind |  Gooyanawuk (wild wuk wuk wuk
kabin wamu grape) Kailgum Insane
water bushe Kardangurda. :
father
oCa

'.c.

At o

Boolyoolyoo calls his wife's
sister ngammin K Ngamminwuk
being "husbmid and wife" stock
a8 well as district totems.
Another Kooleroonya pedigree brings a fresh totem inte the
many ineluded in the Totemie Division, mgrriage being within the
totem in the first generation.

MEERDAMA = Nyallowoorndal

Deoyawuk Booeyawuk
(1ike a watery cariot)
Kailgum
éunni = JOCBOO eor Jin&ooin = JLEDILYA (Joobgo's
EL(EEDEE brother)
Beoya Jesgawuk or Booyawuk | Jeegawuk or
J eeukwuk Jeeukwuk
Severdl ehildren,

. v J eeukwuk

The booyawuk did not eat their totem, but ate Jesuk, ete,
They are differentiated from their southerp neighbours (Wordungmat



and Manitchmat) in tnis respect alse, as the totems of the
Southwestern people are generally their daaj (meat). o fur-

ther information of this intérasting division was available.

In the distriets occupied by the phratries Beerunzoomat
and Joowuk, Jooamat, Tecoomat or Jeeoomat, the totems were not
eatén by their owners, but relatives could eat each other's to-
tem. A jamma (opossum) bittangal ate ngalboo (emu) and wice
versa.

The phratry totems were never eaten, and were so peculiar-
ly identified with their human totemkins that if a Peerungoc man
killed a "teeoo" (the note of the golden hee-eate? is "teeup-
teeup") bird, a feeoo man killed either a Beerungoo men, Woman
or child, in retaliation. A "trial” usually preceded the killing,

All Beerungoomat are beerungoo bittangal (totem people) and
all teeoomat or jooamat are teeoo bittangal.

In the extensive area covered by these two phratries, mar-
riage occurred within the phratry and also within the phrafzy
totem, The totemkins varied in descent, and were distriect,
hereditary and personal. Personal totems died with their owner.
No particular rule was followed as to the descent of male or fe-
male totemkins,  The Qoscant mainly depended upon lceal circum-

stances, or the importance or otherwise of therespectivg families.

A Dupzalbee redigree (N.W. of Southern Cross)

BOOJERIM = Tartarn
Joowuk ‘ Joowuk
sgalboo Woojurt (edible bird)
bittangal | bittangal
(emu totem) |
|
] R
| l
Binnarda = BUNMEL Ngaumbince Kaloy teh
Beerungoo- Beerungoo- Beerungoomat
mat mat feojurt bittangal
Woojurt Jamma
|(opossum )
! .
4 : i i
ik 0 |
WARNMOON Yoonmee LOONAGUR WINDIRDER
Jaowuk J ocowuk J sowuk J oowuk
J amma Yandin J amma Janng
r tammar
wallaby )

HeCo
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The ngalboo (emu) is a district totem in the Bungalbee area.
To dream of a ngalboo, a ngalboo bittangal is coming.

During my visit to Southern Cross, I found & member of the
Joowuk moiety and ngalboo bittangdl named "Koolong™ in the last
stage of consumption. Gweeya, & Beerungoomat "ancle" (mother's
brother), from another digtriet who arrived at Southern Cross
during my stay, toil me ne dreamed that he saw some ngalboo
walking towards him, and when they came <iesé to him they tunbled
down, When Gweeya arrived at Koolong's camp he told his dream
0 Koolong and his peopls, and so sure were all of Koolong's
death coming soon, that they were only waiting the event pre-
paratory to moving on to Mt. Jackson.

In the Mt. jaekson distriet a species of geed-bearing xur-
rajong tree grew plentifully, and was a district totem of both
Beerungoomat and Jocamat - ngaagarr bittangal (kﬁrrajong seed
totem). ' |

The pedigree of Ngambinee, Boojafim'a second daughter,

shows mixed totems i~

I. : 2.
Ngambinse = WOORDOIN = BABBOOWERRQNG
Beerungoomait DBeerungeomat Beerungoomat
Woojurt Totem forgotigqn Warrang (sp. of tammar)
Boongeean = NINDILE Bdoyal = NGAMMARDA
Joowuk i Joowuk Joowuk  Joowak
Walanna blind Warrang
boomerang)
EYALBEEGOORA
Deerungoomat
Woojurt (his grandmother's totem)
= 3.
DUONYER
Didarrok

Woggal oobarree (snake totem)

Bilid Il = Kandoweleo

Beerungoomat DBeerungoomat

Wanbverr | Handarn
(whirlwind totem) (grub totem)

KOULONG = DNganjuugan or Nyinninee
Joowak | Joowuk
lgalbee ]
2 children
Beerungoomat
Hgalboo bittangal
lead
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In the following Mt. Jackson pedigree the man, a Beerungoo-
mat, married his daughier, a Joowuk who was also of his totem
kin. The pair would have been imstantly killed in the old

netive days.

JIDDURIMUN = Walbiteh (of Boorabbin)
Beerungoomat | Joowuk
Joojoo (dog) | Joojoo

FGARNDIN

Beerungoomat

Joojoo

(The ehild followed the mother, "throwing aside™
the father, & system of petive ‘1llegitimacy)

JIRRIDMAN = Bailbern or Bilburn
Joowuk J oowuk

Kaajee

{spear)

IJgarda KOBBAL OL NOORDAIN BNEBBUNGIT BOOD%EHOOLA ARAHK

Kaddart Jamma (opossum) Ilber-ilber Kaddart Maggoorung
(white ant) (tree with ed- (tree from
ible roots) which spears
are made)

All Beerungoonat




At Yogguragain (hill near Burraboppin), the western dialecfs
encroach, the line of demarcation between the circumcised and
uncircumcised people being west of this distriet.

A Yogzuragain Pedigres

GWASWUORDEE = = Moojaa'ee
J oowuk | Joowunk :
We) or ngalbo? Booyouvl (edible root)

| {
KETARITCH = Naiarem MCORERMIN - Nginyerin MIRMILIN ='W¢ngoolong or
Beerungoomat Besrun- Bcerungoam§t Beerung- Bserungoo- Wgngalong

. goonat | oomat mat eerungoomat
| I : '
Wej borungur Goondam VWs} | Goondam @ We}J ajlool
- | bittangal | nut tree)
(wild fruit) ;
i é -
Wejjegut ™ DILBURURT WILLAMUHRA
J oowuk Joowpk ' Joowul
Wej e} ' WeJ
(the name suggests ]

the totem here) Doolyannee = Boordat = DOLYUP

: or Boorda :

Beerungoomall Joowuk Beerungocmat

st bk Bdavat SOy

Werdung bor- 00700 Wej bo
uhguar or goordering

bittangal

{(edible root)

Yallaimmng H{.C »
Joowuk
Wej



In a Jilyabee (Sapthern Cross district) pedigree many of
the totems are non-edible.
MIBEBEREE ; Mee jina

Beerungoomat  Beerungoomat
Walanna or lg) GeeJ

kel(boomera

Jinnok NGAINJEE EY%EN WERJHG = Yellaipmin
All Joowuk and Joowuk
walanna borungur . Ngagarr and

werang (like a
. bandicoot) and

i geej

[ & :
Winbijan DQLHHIL hirl
All Beerungoomat, and
walanna borungur

The following pedigree comes from Yajaaling (Meenung countiry,

East of Kellarharrin.)

DELYARN = Goobalman
Beerungoomat Beerungoomat
or kaanyeenuk |
(Kingfisher; both |
names are Synonymous)
Jeeuk (whld cherry) Jeeyk or Jeeukwuk

l
Booyerman = JOUDEETCH = GENBURDONG Bobrdart = DROUKYURGAIN = JEELj
er

J oowuk or NGWERHEN- Joowuk Joowuk Joowuk | Be
Goondiling | GOURT Kwont (snake) | Wej ungoomat NOOLUP
(water rooﬂ) Joowuk goondiling | (mooteh) | Heer.
Jeeuk | . ngoomat
t , (mootehn)
Boonmerit , Girl H.C. |Wej
Beerungoomat ! Beerungoomat K.
LR T s dead
BOUY Girl KIOOBDEéEE
palf caste Joowuk
kwont Goondiling

In a Joowardain pedigree the descent of the totem is patemnal,

YANARREE = Wongoolong
Beerungoom Beerungoomat
Kaddurt or Wajjoel (nut tree)
weet (whit
ant or ho

ant)

JILBERIT JO&HIER = Ambinnee BaLnan = TARRAGULGURT
Joowuk Joowuk | (A Mulline Joowuk | Joowuk
Kaddurt Kaddurt woman, stolen) j fongay
Beerungoomat
. (mooteh) KiC,
Kaddurt
("illegitimate®)
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In a Jilyabee (Seuthern Cross district) pedigree many of

the totems are non-edible.

MIBBEREE =  Meejina

Walanna is a "come back" and "play"™ boomerang, made from guraara

(prickly acacia) tree, the name having a thousand mile radius -

Qoldea - Geraldtonm
S.h. N.As

"gooraara”

7 'rne Tollowing pedigree comes from Yajaaling (leenung country,

East of Kellerberrin.)

DELYARN B Goobalman
Beerungoomat Beerungoonat
or kaanyeenuk |

(Kingfisher; both |
nemes are sSynonymous) ;
Jeeuk (whld cherry) Jeeuk or Jeeukwuk

|

quyar-.n = JOODEETCH = GENBURDONG Boerart = DROUNYUNGAIN = J

J oowuk or NGWEREEN- Joowuk Joowuk Joowuk | Beer
Goondiling] GOORT Kwont (snake) de) ungoomat OOLU?
(water rooﬁ) Joowuk goondiling (mooteh) | Beer-
Jeeuk . omat
| teh)
Boonmerit : Girl oC o 3
Beerungoomat | Beerungoomat R b.l
- dead
BOY  Girl KWOONDEREE
balf caste Joowuk
kwont Goondiling

In a Joowardain pedigree the descent of the totem is patemmal,

YAMARREE =  Wongoolong
Beerungoom Beerungoomat
Kaddurt or Wajjooel (mut tree)
weet (whit

ant or hon

ant)

JILBERIT JO&H!EB = Ambinnee BaLnnn = TARRAGULGUR?T
J oowuk J oowuk | (A Mulline Joowuk ;| Joowgk
Kaddurt Kaddurt woman, stolen) Yongar
Beerungoomat
(u‘tﬂh} NJC,

Kaddurt
("illegitimate")
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In the Southern Cross district the kurrajong seed was a
district totem, but the ehildren of the first generation take
their mother's totem also.

MOOLYOO-MOOLY0G = Jooljain
Beerungoonmat | Beerungoomat

Ngaagarr Warrang (like a tammar
(kurrajong seed) or kangaroo rat)

Yalldinmin - WADDUNGUP - MOOLEEMUNGOO = WERING NGAMMARDA

J oowuk |  cowuk | Joowuk Joowuk J oowuli
ligaagarr | Goondam | Geed Walanna hgaagarr &
& Warrang | (wild fruit) 1 warrang
| j Winbijan DOORMIL |
N.C. : Beerungoomat & walanpna'
Nyammeen  Doordungan
Beerungoomat
GeeJ

Generally speaking, the descent of the totem (district or
hereditary) was paternal amongst the Beerungoomat and Joowuk
phratries. An exchange of sisters was also made, a Xurrajong
tree district totem man obtaining a warrang {“kangaroq ratm)
district totem woman, a warrang district totem man getting a
kurrajong totem woman in return, or the kurrajong totem man
might obtain a wife from the spearwood and walanna (boomerang)
wood district, his sister being given to a gee) (spear) totem
man.

Wiomen were stolen or eaptured from other groups, near or
distant , according to the courage of ther aiders in Wenturing
into unfamiliar country, the totems of these women either be-
coming entirely submerged, or, in the event of a friendly inter-

Hchnnge of women, being givenm to the progeny of the women.

Sometimes, as has been shown, both the father's and mother's
totems were given to the offspring, and again, neither the father's
nor mother's totem will be given to the childrem, but the totem
of perhaps another district which the parents may be visiting at
the birth of the child.

Changes of this kind will have occurred throughout endless
generations of natives, and it is more in accecordance with the

faets obtained, to eonjecturse that the present totemiec system,

' primitive as it is, is an advance upon an earlier amd still more
primitive system, than that it is a retrogression from the
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elgborate and complex systems evolved in Central_Australia.

Red ochre has been a distriet, hereditary and personal totem.
It was a district totem in the Weld Range district; it was her-
editary in the Swan district, and at Black Flag (Eastern Gold-
fields distriet), and it was a personal totem in the district
south of Menzies. :

A Wangali (near Broad Arrow) pedigree gives an example of
the personal totem (murdar = red ochre).

WIRDAIL = Jalgal

Kaimera | BooI0 ng
Jurdar i Jabbulja (sp. of bird) personal totem

D i
1

f .
HYARRBIN = Joongoon or Tehoongoon = Nyarrong
sebarrga Boorong (mooteh) Beerungoo-
Jinga (spirit) Mooroorn (sp. of grub) mat

f
H'C. H.C.

In the Eastern Goldfields districts, there are also distriet
‘totems, hereditary and personal totems. The descent of the
totens varies as in the Southern Cross district. 1t may bve
paternn;; maternal or outside the family and distriect, according
to local circumstances. In the district northeast of Kellerberrin,
the wallaby and geej are district totems, the women being inter-
changed between the men of therespective districts.

A Kammining pedigree (N.E, of Kellerberrin) gives an in-
stance of this :=-

BEERART = ? (name forgotten)

Beerungmomat Beerungaomat

GeeJ ngalloon;oo totem also forgotten

also boord &

yalyaruk ngalloo-

ngoo (gr and

sand tot

| !

AOOIBURA = Doongup Gi5 - iecraoongun'rnfrbor BEfER
Jeeowuk ' Jeeowuk Jeeowuk| or Webee Jeeowuk and
Gee) (a runaway Gee) Jeeowuk geed

| mateh) Wal (wallaby)

!

THERS ' |
xoonEml nanee:u Yboaddin YE}IL.&RIT

Baernngoelnt Joowuk Beerungoomat and geej
biljart (mooteh) >
(1ittle bird) Wal

N.C.
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A Yoolalla (near Menzies) pedigree givaé the totems of the
children, the fathers' and mothers' totems not being mentioned.
If is not usual to mention the names of dead parents. In all
districts I found a reluctance in this respect, and in many cases
I had to go some distance away with my informant who would then
whisper the name in my ear. In some of the districts (as in the
Yoolalla pedigree) the native willingly mentioned his parents?
names, but he would not tell me their totems, "as they were dead,n
His own totems were nmeither his father's nor his mother?s, but

were given him by mother's brothers' people.

" XOOLALLA PEDIGREE
MEERDEE = Moordee
Boorong | Kaimera
| 1 i
KALLAGOORDA MANDIK Wesldoo 5 YOURABURDEE
Tharrooroo Tharrooroo Tharrooxyoo Boorgooloo
Tharboorda(sp. of grub) Tharbooxda +totem not
: remembered
Bindooil
Kaimera

In a Goondhoonoo (Lawlers) pedigree, there apgpears to be an

hereditary totem with paternal descent.

WILYAIN = Kalanee
Tharrooroo ] Boorgooloo
ligoorbaif - Totem not remembered
ingoorda ‘
ngalloongoo
(meaning of totem not ‘
ascertained) I
GOO*YAH hgai'hnda = NGANJUR WILY ABERREE = Thagga _
1 garra
Boorongoo Boorongoo lBoorongoo Boorongoeo 00Tongoo
( “on‘g) ( 'IIrOnG- )
Nigoorbaifingoorda

|
|
ng@lloongoo N.C. N.E.
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A Yarnderee pedigree (near Lake Way) shows non-edible totems,

The yaaloo (gum tree) is a district totem.

MEEJAMUEDA = Moongadha
Kaimera Boorgooloo
, Yaaloo¥ monroo | ligalloongoo not remembered
~* ngalloongoo |
’ (a hill) |
JAAL =  Yangooloo Kalhiﬁne
Boorongo Paljeri Boorongoo
Yaaloo | Thardoonga Yaaloo
: (tree)
One cehild
Kaimera

Totem not yet given to child.

Amongst the isolated tribves lying between the 286th and 30th
degrees of latitude, and about 114Y and 11§° longitude, district,
hereditary and personal totems obtained, Animal and vegetable
food totems, as well as non-edible totems, balonged either to
the district or were hereditary, or were given with the name
at birth.

Along the coast the dwellers were wattarn borungur (sea
totem people) and had certain fish as hereditary totems, In
some of the timbered areas, weapon-making woods were the totems
of the people living in such districts, The ngoggilyerra
(Leadbeater's Cockatoo) was a bersonal totem of a Nunnagurdee
man of the Horthampton district. Thq} apparently did not eat
thelr personal totems in this district. If the owner of an
edible (personal) totem arrived at the camp, and his ngalloongoo
was being cooked, he ran away from it so that he should neither
gsee 1t nor smell it, If, when he was hunting other People's
totems, he saw some young of his own totem, he immediately left
the vieinity, but when he returned to the camp, or should he
meet a friend of another totem, he mentioned to him "where his
ngalloongoo sat down", and his friend went and killed the young
ones of the totem. Kangaroo, Opossum, gum, birds, grubs, lizards,
and on the coast many species of fish, wight be found amongst the
so-called isolated tribves. At Berkshire Valley there were bardee
(grubs) totem people. Three equivalents for totem were found
amongst the iselated groups, borungur (from the S.W, dialeet),
yoongarra (from 3, qug g

«B,) and ngalloongoo from the .5,
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A Yarnderee pedigree (near lLake Way) shows non-edible totems,

The yaaloo (gum tree) is a district totem,

MEEJAMURDA = Moongadhsa
Kaimers | Boorgooloo
_/ Yaaloo¥ monroo | INgalloongoo not remembered

wmowes VY m o

yaaloo and monfroo, meaning the ughrine" (maiamba) of the

jeemari (initiation hlaeck flint). Monroo is the seeret name

of the shrine aresn.

Jaal gave me yarnder ani moonroeo es he was the last owner.

~ the distriet dimgéiénheraditﬁty, or were éiveﬁ with the name
at birth,

Along the coast the dwellers were wattarn borungur (sea
totem people) and hag certain fish as hereditary totems, In
some of the timbered areas, weapon-making woods were the totens
of the people living in sueh districts. The ngoggilyerra
(Leadbeater's Cockatoo) was a personal totem of a Nunnagurdee
man of the Northampton district. They apparently did not eat
thelr personal totems in this district. If the owner of an
edible (personal) totem arrived at the camp, and his ngalloongoo
was belng cookel, he ran away from it so that he should neither
see it nor smell it, 1f, when he was hunting other peoplets
toteus, he saw some young of his own totem, he immediately lerft
the vieinity, but when he returned to the camp, or should he
meet a8 friend of another totem, he mentioned to him "where his
ngalloongoe sat down", and his friend went and killed the young
ones of the totem, Kangaroo, opossum, gum, birds, grubs, lizards,
and on the goast meny species of fish, might be found amongst the
se-ngll.d isolated tribes. At Berkshire Valley there wers bardee
(grubs) totem people, Three equivalents for totem were found

amongst the isolated groups, borungur (from the 5.W. dialeet),

yoongarra :
ng (from 3, and §.8.) and ngalloongoo frem the N.E,



MSS. £. 85

Retyped P. 18
nyegetable foods and seed foods ars the primeipal personsl totems,.®

what does "personal totem™ mean in this case?

(Brown)



At Carnamah there were iguana totem people (kardar yoong-
arra) the totem being either district or hereditary. East and
north east of Berkshire Valley at Jeeberding, the wommilyerra
(manne - the dangail of the .South) was a district totem.

West of Marah and northeasiward towards Dongara, the mool-
yert or boolée (a species of snake), was a district totem, the
local equivalent - boolee - giving its neme %o the people of tpe
district.

Zamia nuts (baioo) were the hereditary totems of some
families a&joiﬁing the boolee totem people. lMoolai'juk (white
ant totem people) lived in a white ant area, the insect being
the distriet toten. The jeelok (sgqueaker crow) was the pers-
onal totem of a moolaij borungur.

The yakkan (turtle) also Jjamwood gum (bajjong or bujjong)
were toténs of peoﬁle living in the neighbourhood of Jurien Bay,
but whether district or hereditary could not be stated.

At Edelsland peninsula, a small local group (now extinct)
consisting of a few families, 1ivéd‘almost entirely on majjarnco
(turtle) and were called majjarnoo by the neighbouring tribes.
The turtle may have been either their district totem or their
hereditary totem. Along the western seaboard the district and
heroditnry totens a,pear to have been eaten by their totemists,
and wany of their personal totems were also eaten by their owners,
Just as in the southwestern division, but in the inland distriets
of the upper Murchison, and Gascoyne Rivers, the hereditary and
personal totems were not usually eaten by their totem kins, but
this law was not absolute in any tribe. The edible distriet
totems were generally eaten. Tribves were, however, met with in
the inland distriets who ate all their totems eéxcept those of
insignificant birds and animals, and certain s-ali and poisgnous
snaxes, these being generally the "ngalloongeo™ of the medicine
men of the group.

Seed distriet totems, suenh as the gooraara (priakiy bush
seed) in the Cue district), the boolee-boolee (sced of a certain
plant) in the Weld Range distriet, and others, were eaten Ly




their own totem kins. The boolee-boolee was the seed of a species
af salt bush growing in some claypans about four miles from Mind-
oola (Weld Range). It was also said to grow in similar soil in
the Yalgoo distriet. These claypans are covered with water dur-
ing the rainy season. At the harvesting of this/ seed, which occurs
. about the end of October, visitors come from a forty or fifty mile
radius, and remain until the last seed pod is gathered. The owners
of the ground (now represented by one family) reap another kind of
harvest at this period, im the multitude of "presenis" given to
them in exchange for the seed, and bartering iscarried on both in
weapons and women during this perilod. Red ochre (dooarree) from
the Weld Range native "mine" is also bartered for during the boolee-
boolee feast. The gooraara is also an important totem as it not
only supplies edible seed, but the wood of the tree makes the best
boomerangs (walanna). The dooarree mine was given me by its last owner,
The red ochre was the district totem of the people living
at Barlooweeree, where the "mine™ is situated, but there is only
one descendant of these once numerous local families nmow living -
Eedilyee, a Boorgooloo, Karreedee and his family are the last of
the boolee-boolee (district) ngalloongoo., £Lidilyee gave me his mine,
The derrandee (black cockatoo, red tail), koondoowa (poreupine),
waioordoo (opossum), marroowa (native cat, or small marsupial),
woeeta-weeta (white ant) were the personal totems of some members
of & Gabbion (Murchison) family : +the yowerda (kangaroo) is the
hereditary totem of some Boorong and Kaimera (fathers and sons) at
Beenamarree (Cue distriet) the wife off one of the Boow ng men

Some of these people
having .the harﬁﬂﬂﬁa key) a8 her personal totes,had the Koebourns

- ¢ soc anl atlon others had changed class division

ﬂ&%ota.ie ﬁﬁ?soad foods are the principal personal totems

in some parts of the Murchison., The following pedigrees are examples
A Thowl FPedigree (Milly-Milly Station)

NOONAJAREA = Dajjileeree

Kaimera Boorongeo
Ngalgoo Koolyoo
{like apotato) (anether petato-like Troot)

I .
EGOLHBIEIOO Ngaa@gooburdee HﬁhfﬂﬂElA
Gooraara faa ‘%’IIB c or N
(prickly seed) boondawain

(like & carrot)




MSS. £. 87 (Brown's comments)

Retyped r, 20

"The kalbarree.... may have been a district or hereditary totem.w
Why?

Lagt par.

quote the numbers of instances @n gensealogies in which
this account is based.

P, 21, 1line 4

"gince the intermarrying pair possessed it..."

Is this the only reason for the supposition?




Thowl redigree (continued)

Secopnd generation
NGOONBINYOO = Oobernongoo BOORBAIJA = Eersminarra
Boorgooloo . | Pdaljeri ' Boorgooloo! Faljeri
Gooraare | Xalbarree (seed) Weerda-weerda Tehabbee
N.C. | (little lizard)
N.C.

THAGGOWEWA = Marloo

Boorgooloo | Psaljeri

Koolyoo | Janjeerce and jeelgarra (bushes)
|

The bee'alee (galah cockatoo), minee-erra (eentipede) and
wattoo-wattoo (butecher bird) were personal totems of some Milly-
Milly Boorong and Kaimera.

The prevalence of seed totems, personal and otherwise is
shown in many of the Murchison pedigrees, seed of many kinds
bein: the principal food of the Murchison hatives during certain
parts of the year. The ratnfall in this district is not always
reliable, and hence the supply of animal food may bescanty at
times, The natives of the Murehison distriet are cannibals, and
will eat both enemies and friends. Several hwmve been committead
to Rottnest Island prison for stealing and eating the children
of their own local group or tribe. It is just possible that,
as in the Bunya-Bunya district of yueensland, when the meat food
became seanty during seasons of drought (which afflict the Mur-
chison distriet more than any other part of the west), that the
longing for flesh food became too great to reaist, and consequently
the natives turned upon their own kind and tasted human food, and
liking the taste of it, have continued to kill and eat children,

even when plenty of other meat food was available.



M8S. P. 63

Retyped P. 21
Middle of page :-

What is meant by personal totem?
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A WABBAR PEDIGREE (near Mt. kagnet)

YOOLADEARRA = Injidee
Boorgooloo : Kaimera
Kalbarree (seed{ Ngoodharna (seed)

|
1, MEETCHEL-NGURDEE 2, Iiy’elgannee g & Yowaimongoo 4.) WELLCGA -
Warngoa (bullfrog) Karreea f{spin- Dharnaiangoo Kalharree
ifex seed) (paddy kelya-
vegetable)

All Paljeri il
5e WEEDANGOUROU
Dhardunga (tree seed)

1, MLETCHEL-NGURDEE = Karrowin
Boorong
Jonga ngalloongoo (seed)

N.C,
o Nyelgannee = JOONDHARNOO
|, Boorong
l Windanga (seed)
K.C.
Je Yowanoongoo = WARDOOWANARRA
Boorong
Mungarda (Jjamwood seed)
NeC.
4, WEELGA = ' Jlngannee
Boorongoo
Dhoordeca (ground vine with seeds)
N.C,
5. MEEDANGOOROO = fooreengooga

Boorong

Kaagoo (crow)
The kalbarree appears to be a plentiful seed in the Mt. Magnet
distriet, and may possibly have been a hereditary or district
totems Gooyong (edible gum) is an hereditary tetem in the Bar-
ambee distriet, At Barlooweeree and Dooarresbarloo (Weld Range)
besides the red ochre distriect totem, the following are personal
totems of members of some families :- Bardoora (turkey), yallee-
beeree (emu), moonjal-moonjal (bird). In the district about
Boolardee, atkallakoojarra, the jalleebeeree appears to have
been at one time an important totem as it descended through the
Jaal states because the women found the emu's nest & caught the bipjg
mother. 1% was probably a district totem of the wonsn'abgeggggﬁeOk
Alse in the Moolgeolgoo (Tuckanarra, Murehison) district, the
marloo (male kangarce) was the totem (hereditary) of Boorgooloeo
mother and Boorengoe ahildr.n:///’"'

At Koodardee (west of G;;) the geergoorda (hawk),windadoo

("enion brother"), kooraara (seed) and marroows (native ecat or
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small marsupial) were personal totems amongst some XKaimera bro-
there and sisters, and at Junga Pool (Yalgo-wooroco, i6 miles
from Tuckanarra), the ngowajarree (ground grub) appeared to be

a district totem, since the intermarrying pair possessed it, and

gave 1F“#9 their children.

JINBIDDINGAI = Koordinyoongoo
Paljeri Boorong

ligowajarree ! Hgowajarree
] E 'l'
GEEJ EE~GEEJEE YANJ INGARREE - Meema
Boorgooloo Boorgooloo Eaimera
Warroora and ngowajarree ligowa jarree WindaZao

(grub and little lizard) & Boondawain ("onion brotherm)

Ngowajarree is the name given to one of the Hail's Creek
subdivisions, and rgpresents the remales of the class which
Corresponds to the Boorong Division in the districts west of
Hall's Creek ; but whether the word bears the same meaning at
Hall's Creek as it does in the district west of Cue, could not
be ascertained,

The moon (weelarra) is the pa;sanai totem of a Ngoq'a'dhan-
€00 (Nannine gistrict) Paljeri, and also of a Sanford River Pal-
J®T1l.  The cutting flint, with which the operations on initiated

POJS are performed (jeemarree) is the personal ngalloongeo of

He heloné%d to the
Yoorabardqe, (Abbots, Peak Hill distriet) Boorgooloo,MONY00 maiamba, near

Wiluna, L. Way.
The baggoo-baggoo (little bird), milyoora (snake), warlba
(species ¢ kingfis?er), nyeen-nyeen (little bird) are all
peTrsonal totems of some Nyingarree (Peak Hill district) natives.
Northeast of pPeak Hill and towards the head waters of the
Gaseoyne and Ashburton Rivers, the following pedigrees are illus.

trative of the variety of personal totems:-

NGOUYERINGOO = Nyaa
Paljeri Boorgooloo
Koorbaree (magpie) Jillinbee (sp. of spipe)

WAJJEEDA | GOOF@UJ&A - MAERUNDHA xboﬂrznnss = Majjeegoonga

Ol WAAJJEERA Kaimera Boorong Paljeri
Boorongoo Boorong Koorgoodoeoe Injinjee Totem not
Injinjee (8p. Injinjeé (hawk) remembered
Of parrot)
rﬂlﬁ -

| I

Mungelyoo = WEELARMIRNEE Eenyee = KUORJE

Boorgeeleo Faljeri Doorgeeloo raljeri

seergesrda kascoao TBo s nn S ;
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At Koondakaldhoo (Mubchison Eiver), the thannindee (waterhen)
is Qpparently an hereditary totem, descending from Boorong father
+0 Paljeri children and ¥igce versa. In the Murenison district
the children do not formally recelve their personal or hereditary
totems until both boys and girls have been initiated. Their to-
tems (district) are theirs by birth.

At Kajjeemarree (Mt. Fraser, Murchison) the minjil (mountain.
devil -~ moloch horridus) was the personal totem of a Paljeri man
(minjil} is the Braome district equivalent for the pubic tassel
worn by initiated boys and men).

At Noockawarra a Boorongoo man had four ngalloongoo, the bee-
goorda (kangaroo) being one of them, These were given the boy
at his initiation, by mother's brothers, and brothers-in-law, and
may have been either the distriet or hereditary totems of these,
or the men may have seen the totemiec animsis, ete., during the
boy's initiation, '

In the Boolardee districet, a local pedigree shows the intro-
duction of the camel as a totem, the only "foreign" totem discov-

ered in the West. Malgoonee had a premature birth on her first

sight of the camel., Herself and baby being "all right", the camel

was adopted as the totem.

MIMBINYO0A = Malgoonee

|

Boorgooloo Kaimera
Ngow (mallee | lMeelyoo (lizard)
hen) !
et
Kﬂﬁkﬁinja JalgootLdﬂn = JOOP = BINDA-
Paljeri Paljeri Boorong WEmRgg
“eamel "camel" Boorong
%00100-
°
JOGIEE o
Kaimera

Too young yet to receive totem,




The yalleebeeree appears to be a distriet totem in the

ji !
; .’;‘
]

v
gyt

Burnakoora (Murchison) district, the father and mother both
possessing it. It is however passed on to their son only,

the daughters taking the b ardoora (turkey).

WINKEEANGOO = Jeegoomarra
Boorgooloo Kaimera
Yallabeeree Yallabeeree

!

1 L] i i

1 - ]
Nulgannee = DHOONDHARNGO BOORNANOONGARREE= Wongardoora
Paljeri Boorongoo Paljeri ‘ Bodrongoo

Bardoora fallabeeree Yallabeeree Godngoon
{ . and yalbooroo i (8pe {0of owl)
' (shrub) ¥l
| LeC.Bserdagooroo
NuCs Bardonra




