.! A barren woman is locked upon with contempt by her more

Portunate sisters, the prineipal reason for this being that
emongst all the natives, both North and South, it is believed
that all the babies cocme from outside, proereation being in

ne instance asgsociated with the birth of a ghild, In parts
of the South, the baby is supposed to come first to the thigh
of the woman's brother, and from this 1% enters her mouth.

The mother's brother dreams the baby came and sat on his thigh
vefore it went inte the mouth of its future mother. If the
dresm oceurred in Bunbury, or some distant district,belenging
to the man's own relations or relations-in-law, the child has
en interest in such distriet from this ciraumstance, but it
belongs to the place of its birth, that is, if, say, it is born
in Cingin, and is a boy, a Gingin brother-in-Aaw will have
charge of the boy when beedawa (initiation) time conmes,

In the northern coastal distriets, about the 90 Mile Beach,
Broome, Beugle Bay, Disaster Bay, Senday Island, babies are
supposed to coms from jimbin (underground Broome). Every daby
is a ngargalula or spirit child, living underneath the ground

and also under the sesa; according te my informants "Jjimbin" is
in all respects similar to the country above ground - it has
springs, the sea, the land, animals, birds, fishes, eto., but
it is ngargalula country only., No one but a ngargalula can
ecome from the spirit country, but neo ngargalula returns te Jim-
bin, for when 1%t is born and grows, it ceases te be ngargalula
and merges inte the boy or girl as the case may be, and when the
boy or girl diee, its spirit goes to Leoomurn, & place beyond the
gea to the west where all the dead coastal natives go.

The ngargalula that come in dreams to the seacoast men
are lemmar nalme ("white haired") but they change their eoleur
whlltltho women are earrying them, If a man drsaus of &
ngaggalule and his wife does not carry it he rejudiates her,

for the baby having eome to him shouwld have gene to his woman



who must carry it, and if therefore he thinks the bahy'vnght

to be born, and is not, then i% must be becsuse it did not
like the women and would not ge to her, _ There is no dsf-
inite time between the dream and the appeaurance of the ;ial
baby, but if a wen has but one women, and a, to him, lenzthy
time elapses and ro baby comes, ther it is the woman's fault.

Again, if the men bas not dreamed that & ngargalula came
to hin and his woman gives birth to & baby, he does meot be-
lieve that baby is his and his task is o fird out to woom
the ngergalula camé, and when he has made the discovery, the
men is elther speared, or if of the proper merrying elass, the
woman may be passed on to him,

Ko woman can dream of a ngargalule, Her province is to
carry and nurse the ngargaluls, who remains a ngargalula, as
the natives an\y‘,-otr who retains the "spirit state® until he
begins %o smile and'telk, when the natives know that the
ngargdula has nerged into the boy, when it is "no more ngarga-
lula.” Yet when the "spirit baby™ comes to the man, it speaks
to him in his own dialect, and it usually eries and follows him
home in his dream,

Again, the ngargulula can only come to the man whe has a
ranjee, What is & racjee? a dream? Boogerve is the equiva-
lent for a dream. A spirit? Soul? spirit "double" Astral
ﬁody? dream 8pirit? dream ancestory ‘Ihnninga is the term for
all encestors, Kan)ee may be any of these, for it is an in-
tanéibls something possessed by a men, without whieh he will
always be as unknﬁwh to the ngargalula as they will bde to him,
There are apparsatly three kinds of ranjee, 1st, that which &
man possesses which renders it possible for him to dream of
ngargalule, 2nd, ranjee or spirit of the lightning, 3rd, ranjee
which haunt certrin trees, rocks, ete,, and watoh over cersain
tobems. The last is usually the spirit of some desd native
whe did not ge te Leomurn, dut returned te his own grouni, and
ean be calied upen to pumish evil doers, Only Aalnganjnerog
can 8ee the twe last ranjee; the ranjee which is inside o nan
cannet be seen. j |




There are men who are closely related %0 each other, some

of whom have ranjee, and conseguently children, others having
no renjee, and therefore no c¢hildren, Only those who have
fulfilled native laws appear to have ranjee,

Beejee, & Faneka belonging to Weerragirmarree (Willie
Creek), north of Broome, married a Southern Didarruk women
end lived with her on the native Reserve near Canning, and
ope night he dreamed that he was asleep haside a weterhole
in some part of his own district, and a ngargalula came %0
him, and scon aflter, the baby was born on the Reserve, but
gccording to Deejee, its own ground qﬁs the riekhole where
it came to him. and both the water and the rock were itn
totems, There was no difficulty about the ngargaluls cou-
ing south, for ngargalula have power while ngargaiula only,
t0 g0 anywhere, and & man may be 20U miles away from his
wife and dreum of & ngargalula, and if he does noet return
t0 his wife for years, and he finds her with a baby on his
return, he takes that baby as his own,

I two ngargalula, a boy and & girl, come to & man in
his dreans, ome of these only will go into his woman, the boy
usually, and some time afterwards, the girl will come to see
her mother and will probably ge inte another wife of the same
man, A "nephew" of Deejee also married, buil net having been
initiated, he had no ranjee and therefure had no children,

He hal also married a Sauthsrn woman,

" lgargalula can only be sail to be anecestral spirits im the
sense of having been put Jimbin by Yamminga (sncestors). Yeme
mings put the ngargalula inte the ground along the comst, inmte
the caves and rocks, and also into the country benesth the sea
where there is bush, and ground and game, The spivits of dead
ehildren or adults lingsr for a peried round the spet where
they died, but eventually they geo te Loomurn, all exee,t those
whe return as ranjee and haunt certain distriets. Ths ngarga-
lula cannet thsribr§ be the re-incarustion of dead people, and
in this respect they differ materially from the Arunta spirit
individuals in Messrs, Spencer and Gillen's work.



It has Prequently happened that a ngargalula has followed
g man who is not its "Class™ father, but belongs to the class
of his wife's brother's family, or some other olass,  For inm-
gtance, a Paljeri man lay down in the shade and slept and was
visited in his dreams by & ngargalula, He said, "Who is your
Pather?” "XKaimera," said the ngargalula. "l am Doorong,"
The ngargaluls however followed the man to his camp and went
into his wife and when it wasbborn it went into the Danaks
Class, 1ts father being & Baljari and its mother a Kaimera,

When the baby (a boy) had reached the balgal stage (the
3rd stege in initiation, the twe previous belng nimmamoo and
pimmanimmg, nose piercing and tooth extvactiom) the kaljeri
father met his brother-im-law who csme o atteni the balgai
ceremony, and said to the Kaimera man, "ihat is your boy, 1
stole him when he was a ngargalula, He followed me home,"
The Kaimera man from that time took a special interest inm the
boy, and the boy heving been told the circumstance of his
change of class, was parti;ularly attentive in the matter of
presents to his Kaimera uncle (mother's brether), the uncle's
children (Boorong) being tchallal, whom he could net marxy,

The ngargulula knows its boereo {(greund, country) when
it is ngargalula, when it becomes & baby it knows noFhing.

As the boy or girl grows up, the father will tell them where
their own %ooroe is, or perhaps the chilavem will dream where
thelr own booroo and own totems are,

Totems and ngargalula ecome frem jiwbin., The ngargalula
either shows its totem to it father, or he will see the totenm
near the angargalula in his dream, When the death of a native
oceurs, his totems die too. A DBroome Kainera had the pajjal-
burra (perpeise) as bis ngargalula totem, his father having
geen the pajjalburra with the ngargalule, and 1u§t before he
died, several pajjalburra were found deoad oun the beach, and
the man knew that he would soon die, These deed Lajjalburra
went with his spirit to Leeomurn, they did net go Jimbin.




When & secd totem man died, that year's sesd harvest went
‘away with him, and if no one else had that particular geed as
“thelr totem, it ceased to flourish, sinee there was no oune to
dream its increase., (Seed totems are dreamed, flesh and fish
totems sung.) if a ngargalula had a certain totem, bird or
animel oy seed, that only appeared at certain seasons, the to-
teém was then supposed to go Jimbin and return agein in its sea-
son, .

The ngargalula always know the class of the man they fol-
low, and when asked, "Yanga babba Joca?" (Whose son are you?)
will reply, "Ngai Keimera, jooa ngabboo," (I am Kaimers, you
are my younger father), or he may say, "Ngal Paljeri jooa kogsa,"
(I.am Pdjeri, you are kogaa.), When he follows the man home
he goss into the proper class,

The ngargalula are special friends of the koolibal (turtle)
and are often seen playing with them en the iuch_, The turtles
were once womba {(men - all birds, fish and animals were human
beings in yamminge time) and are amongst the totems (jalngm) of
the nutives, but & koolibal jalnga womba (turtle totem man) does
not believe that he was onee a koolibal, as his totem eeme %o
him through the dream of his fatner who saw the ngargaluls
playing with the koelibel, (There is & certain danee in which
the male and female turtle are represented,)

Inninburarraga = the totem dying bhefore or with the man.
It is only the totem that is seen near or with the ngargalula
that is his personal totem and that dies with bhim, These
totems are called ngargalula jalnga and beleng exelusively

$0 the child only snd meither to its father or mother.

The inland ngéprgalula are nuimberr nalms (blaek haired)

The comstal babies ere lamuar nalmwa (white heired) and after
the first few days are continuously rubbed with reerrga ( pow-
dered chareeal), and fat. :
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: The 'nga.rsainln __of Sundey Island are, according to W,H, Bird,
supposed te have their home in two suall iglands called the
|wins, #fhich lie beiweer Swen Foint and the Island,  There is
& cavernous 5lowhola on one of thesge islands in which the ngar-
galula play and aing‘amem_:ﬂt thenselves, These feiries,  Krt
Bird states,conatitute the pre-natal form of existence, and
all babies owe theiyr exlutence to the ngargalula,




